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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Simon Marshall, age 15  

Benfield School  

Totally original, just what 
we’ve come to expect from the 
brilliant Patrick Ness.  

The immortals are making fissures 
between their world and ours and 
have found the perfect human vessel 
for their Empress – a high school 
student called Satchel.  Searing blue 
energy is pouring through, children 
are dying and weird things are 
happening.  Can Satchel and the 
other indie kids save the world 
before it’s too late?   

Meanwhile, Mikey and his friends 
are just trying to keep it together 
and hoping the school doesn’t get 
destroyed before they graduate.  I 
loved the idea of the book; telling a save-the-world story not from the point of 
view of the hero, but of the ‘normal’ people who are just trying to get on with life 
without messing up too much.  Supernatural action, gods, explosions, teen 
angst, negotiating tricky relationships, trouble with parents, great plot and 
characters you’ll love– what more could a teen book require?  It’s a great book 
with a very positive message to everyone who feels the weight of the world on 
their shoulders.  Difficult to describe; just read it. 

 

Danielle Shepherd, age 18 

Mystical, magical and absolutely thrilling.  

Patrick Ness is a beautiful writer, who accomplishes what many only dream of. 



 
 

After I had received this book in the post, I decided I should delve right into it 
and see what a book could be like if you weren't following the "Chosen One". 
Well this book certainly didn't disappoint, in fact it left me wanting to know 
what would happen once it was over. Mikey and Mel, Jared and Henna are the 
types of people who you would want to be friends with, they had each others 
backs and wouldn't let anyone harm one another.  

However the Indie kids have to face their own battles, they are the ones that 
have faced the undead, the vampires, the soul eating ghosts and whatever is 
next. This book not only follows Mikey but over each chapter you find out what 
happens to the indie kids, Satchel, Finn and Dylan. Due to this writing style you 
get to experience two books in one, like you are reading the book with the 
"Chosen One" and what it must be like for the normal kids in town. 

http://inalandofbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Lauren Coffman, aged 15 

Where Mikey lives, there are the normal kids, like him, his sister Melinda, and 
his best friends, and then the Indie kids, with weird names, always together and 
ALWAYS getting into unearthly and supernatural situations. Mikey just wants 
to have a good easy last few months of High School, graduate, and get together 
with his sister’s best friend, but when abnormal things start to happen again, 
like the weird blue lights in the field, and Indie kids dying all over the place, it 
starts to look very unlikely. 

I was quite surprised by how much I enjoyed this book, as I never normally like 
books all about supernatural things, and to do with Gods, but Ness puts an 
interesting spin on it, and I liked how it was about the supernatural, but about 
Mikey trying to be normal throughout it and from his point of view, and I did 
enjoy the mini paragraphs at the start of each chapter about what was 
happening to the Indie kids in this part. It was thrilling and exciting, and 
though it was about a world not like ours, it was still easy to connect 
to the characters, especially Mikey, who just wants to be normal and for 
nobody to ruin his last few months with his friends. Overall a great book and a 
real page turner.  

 

Aimee Sweet, age 13 

‘ “You aren’t the ones we want,” he frowns, sounding disappointed. He lowers 
the gun, puts his sunglasses on and moves away. Out there, in the darkness, the 



 
 

blue lights disappear two by two.’ 

What if you aren’t The Chosen One? What if you’re just ordinary? Patrick Ness 
tackles these questions in this amazing new book, ‘The Rest of Us Just Live 
Here’. His story is about a group of friends trying to cope with their own 
problems whilst bigger problems are happening around them. They will never 
be one of the ‘indie kids’, the ones who go round saving the world. They will 
never have supernatural powers, they will never matter to every single person. 
But what they understand, as the book goes on, that it’s not about that at all. 
Sometimes having a family who cares about you is the most important thing. 

This may be the oddest book I have read for a while, but certainly the 
most interesting and relatable one. I love how the characters develop and 
change, especially Mikey. It’s one of those books that, when you read it again, 
you find out things you didn’t notice the first time round. The fact that two 
stories, two different views are going on at the same time makes it more 
gripping. I didn’t quite understand what was happening at the beginning but I 
don’t know if that’s good or bad. I don’t think I’ve ever read a story that is just so 
normal yet so extraordinary. Weird and wonderful, a five star. I love it. 

The publisher is Walker and the age range is 13+, just because there are a few 
swear words but other than that it is quite easy to read. Boys and girls will, 
equally, like it.  

 

Emily Kinder 

Most YA books are practically identical. They've got a short, rebellious, hipster 
protagonist, a fast paced but predictable plot and a shallow romance. This book 
is completely different, and I loved it. In a small town where soul stealing ghosts 
and random blue lasers aren't all that uncommon, Mikey just wants to be 
normal. Now, up to now, that sounds pretty ordinary. If that's what this book 
was like, the next thing I'd say is that he is the chosen one, the only one who can 
save the world, and so on and so on. The thing is, it's not. This book is so 
indescribably amazing and well written that you really have to read it to 
understand, but I'll try to explain.  

The reason the book is so brilliant is that it's told through the perspective of 
someone who's not only NOTthe main character, but who doesn't even know the 
main character. Mikey and his friends are pretty ordinary; not perfect, not 
faultless, but ordinary. Mikey himself is trying to muddle his way through high 
school to get at the rest of his life, go to the prom and maybe - just maybe- get 
the girl he loves. His character is so  flawless and real that his little life is 



 
 

riveting, and the glimpses of the bigger picture that pop up every now and then, 
with the surreal and fantastical in every word, make the story even better. The 
extraordinary feat of making the interesting layout work with the complicated 
plot, and yet still make it intriguing, easy to read and gripping is something I'm 
not sure many other authors could have done, and I couldn't recommend this 
book highly enough. Patrick Ness has created something new and 
fascinating, and it's amazing. 

http://teenreadage.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Bethan Scarr, age 14 

Any fan of Patrick Ness will not be disappointed.  A compelling read, 
with characters so real that you feel that you know them.  

Having enjoyed many of Patrick Ness' books I was very excited to read his new 
book. The characters in it are so well woven that you feel like you know them 
and understand all of their angst. 

 

Emma Hughes 

This book, by one of my favourite authors, reveals secret after secret, as Mikey 
tries to understand the world around him. It is a story full of mystery and 
love, and adds to Patrick Ness' number of brilliant novels. 

 

Edel Waugh 

If you are a fan of Patrick Ness then this is a must read! 

I always get excited when I hear that Patrick Ness has written a new book. 
Patrick has a unique writing style as any fan of his will know and he can talk 
about serious things like mental illness and eating disorders and serious 
accidents while combining mysterious elements to his stories. In this story we 
meet Mikey and his sister Mel, and their friends Jared and Henna. They are 
typical teens in their final year of high school and each has their own worries 
about now and the future. Mikey has a lot of worries on his young shoulders 
and I felt for him, you could almost feel his anxiety. Then just as you think you 
know the way the story is going mysterious things start to happen and not all 
can be easily answered. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 



 
 

Farah Alam 

My first Patrick Ness novel, and it was ok.  

Neither was it amazing or terrible for me but I did enjoy it. Nevertheless, I'm 
still interested in reading other books by Patrick Ness in the hope that they're a 
bit better. 

 

Rose Heathcote, age 16 

I personally thought this book had quite a weird concept and I didn't quite 
understand the plot, the main characters seemed detached from the story 
therefore I find it difficult to review.  

The book has a supernatural theme, gods and zombie animals.  I don’t like love 
stories and this book is a teenager love story, so if you like that kind of read with 
a supernatural twist, then this book is for you.  It does however cover 
important issues that can affect teenagers like anorexia and OCD 
and the way it could affect somebody’s life, this part of the book is 
written very well and it makes the book in parts seem real.   I usually give all 
my books a star rating but because it wasn't quite the book for me I think in this 
case it would be unfair to the author. 

 

Chloe Shortall, age 19 

I really enjoyed this novel. It’s fun and clever, with a fantastic 
plotline and wonderful plot twists. I would definitely recommend 
this book. 

The Rest of Us Just Live Here is the newest novel from Patrick Ness, the author 
of The Knife of Letting Go. 

All Mikey wants to do is graduate high school. He has nothing to do with the 
‘indie kids’ or the school blowing up (not for the first time). Mikey isn’t the 
‘chosen one’ and has no desire to be, his problems go as far as trying to work the 
courage up to ask his friend Henna out. 

This novel is not about the ones who fight evil, who save the town, who are 
considered the heroes. This novel is about the people in the background, living 
ordinary lives and are uninvolved in whatever horrors the ‘indie kids’ are 
dealing with. 

Each chapter begins with the struggles that the ‘indie kids’ are facing, but the 
chapters themselves are focused on these background characters. However, 



 
 

instead of being ordinary and trivial, these characters deal with issues that, 
despite not being a portal of doom opening in the gym, are still important. 

This novel deals with relevant issues such as OCD, eating disorders, unrequited 
love and much more. It proves that a person doesn't have to be the ‘chosen one’ 
or fighting evil to be dealing with important things. I really enjoyed this novel. 
It’s fun and clever, with a fantastic plotline and wonderful plot twists. I would 
definitely recommend this book. 

 

Cliona McKeown-Bittles, age 17 

An honest and real take on the issues of ordinary life paralleled with 
the life threatening and suspenseful extraordinary existence. 

Patrick Ness is an incredible writer and 'The Rest of Us' is no exception in 
highlighting this. Entering into the lives of Mikey, Mel, Jared and Henna means 
experiencing the extraordinary- even if you don't want to. Their somewhat 
regular, normal lives keep getting interrupted by whatever the next big thing is, 
be it Vampires or Zombies. They just want to get on with their lives and make it 
to graduation. That is one of the things I really enjoyed about this book and I 
thought it was a really interesting concept- having the main protagonist not 
being 'The Chosen One' but instead being affected in the same way as everyone 
else with no control over what happens. 

Ness has this wonderful way of writing that is accessible which allows you to 
fully sympathize with and understand the characters. Both Mikey and Mel's 
issues are dealt with so well and so honestly that, as a reader, you connect with 
them and where they are in their lives. The mystery in the plot itself was 
excellent and with the added twists and turns it was a really great read! I would 
highly recommend this book to anyone in desperate need of more Patrick Ness! 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 15 

A wonderful tale about learning it's ok not to be perfect. This book 
had me gripped from the first page to the last. 

A wonderful tale about learning it's ok not to be perfect. This book had me 
gripped from the first page to the last. The novel is told through the eyes of 
Michael, an ordinary teenage boy with many (perhaps less) ordinary issues. 
Yet, the backdrop for this book is one of magic and danger. 'The rest of us just 
live here' is simply about growing up whilst learning that despite what you may 
feel, you are always valued by someone. The side story about the indie kids adds 



 
 

a little something extra to the otherwise quite simple story line. The book deals 
more with the characters and their emotions than whats going on around them. 
I assumed the novel was set in an alternative America as everything seems 
exactly the same as it is now, except for the resurrecting deer and the zombies. 
Michael is an instantly relatable character whom everyone hopes will come out 
of all the drama around him happy. This book doesn't take much brain power to 
read and yet it does get you thinking about the impact you make on others. I 
thoroughly enjoyed this book and recommend it to any Patrick Ness fans as this 
book is definitely just as good as his others. I feel it is a book for older readers 
just because of some of the subject matters dealt with. Overall I think this is a 
great read that would appeal to many different audiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


