
 
 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The Sin Eater’s Daughter by Melinda Salisbury 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Natalie Hunter, age 13 

I read ‘The Sin Eater's Daughter’ and 
absolutely loved it. The myths 
and lore of the lands the book is 
set in are beautiful and 
interesting and the characters 
are wonderful.  

The plot twists are shocking but so 
exciting and the cliffhanger at the end 
means that you can be sure that I'll be 
reading the sequel. 

 

Sarah Murray, age 16 

I honestly don't know what I expected 
from this book but it was so 
different from anything I could 
have possibly imagined.  

Meet Twylla former Sin Eater to-be, 
current  Daunen Embodied (aka the daughter of the Gods who kills with one 
touch) and Twylla's problems don't stop there.  

I thought this would be a semi-straight forward book about the protagonist 
coming to terms with her powers, but was I wrong! The plot had so many twists 
and turns my head was spinning, just when I thought I had come to terms with 
what was happening a huge curve-ball was thrown into the mix.  

Love, lies and treason basically sum this book up in a few words. It was such a 
quick read that had me hooked. This book doesn't really have one genre so to 
speak so it is a book that has something in it for everyone. I highly 
recommend this book. 

www.everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.co.uk 



 
 

Ella Hollingshead, age 13 

Twylla has poisonous skin, everyone she touches dies a painful death.....which is 
fine with her until she falls in love. Such an exciting read, full of 
unexpected plot twists!  

Poisonous skin that kills people painfully with a single touch is what Twylla has 
now.  She was to be passed on her mothers job of the Sin Eater, however chose 
instead to become the Daunen Embodied. Everyone except her family are in fear 
of her.  

Lief enters the story as Twylla's guard and so does love, betrayal, death and 
secrets along with plot twists making this a great story which I most certainly 
recommend others to read. 

 

Monisah Ali, age 16 

The first book of a wonderful trilogy from Melinda Salisbury will 
leave you breathless. The storyline hits you when you least expect it 
to. Utterly brilliant.  

I was so excited to read this book because it seemed like the perfect book for me! 
Set in a castle, a beautiful prince, a gorgeous new guard (who are both worth 
swooning over), and a dark fairy-tale storyline that, if you are anything like 
me, will send you running off a cliff because THE FEELS. The storyline was so 
beautifully plotted, Salisbury really knows how to manipulate her reader into 
believing everything she wants them to. The characters were awesome, and I 
loved the love-triangle between Twylla, Prince Merek, and Lief. Twylla had a 
hard task choosing between these two wonderful beings, but I have to say, I did 
find myself favouring Leif! I loved the eerie atmosphere of the book, and the 
fantasy tales such as “The Sin Eaters Daughter” and “The Sleeping Prince” 
which featured in the book, really tied the book together! Overall, this book was 
absolutely incredible and I enjoyed reading it so much! The ending has left me 
eager for the next book in the series, and I am almost definite this series will 
turn out to be one of my favourites! I am so excited for this release, and come 
March when the book hits the shelves, I would recommend you to pick one up! 

www.twinsturnpages.wordpress.com 

 

 

 



 
 

Izzy Read, age 14 

This book was very clever as not only did it have the Disney Princess 
idea of being trapped in a tower but it had the behind the scenes 
pawn sacrificing Game of thrones angle to it to.  

First off, Princes and Castles with executions and forbidden love with a side of 
trickery? Who could say no? Not only do I love the piece of past that comes with 
med-evil times and the shivers down my spine  that come with it but the fantasy 
to! 

This book was very clever as not only did it have the Disney Princess idea of 
being trapped in a tower but it had the behind the scenes pawn sacrificing 
Game of thrones angle to it to. Having only one narrator, Melinda Salisbury 
slyly showed a different reality concealing the whole truth, to the point where I 
was shocked at the outcome. Did I mention the love triangle? 

http://fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com/ 

 

Stacie Ball  

‘The Sin Eaters Daughter’ was one my most anticipated reads of 2015 
and boy did the book deliver. Action, tick. Likeable characters and 
brilliant world building, tick. Get ready to be hooked!  

When it comes to anticipated books of 2015, The Sin Eaters Daughter is high up 
on everyone's list. From the first glance it instantly gives an air of Graceling, 
Shatter Me and Throne of Glass. Though I'll admit that at first it really did 
remind me of Throne of Glass, as the story went on however that feeling waned. 
Reading the book was some what of an up and down ride for me. I went from 
being completely transfixed from the start, to being less entertained in the 
middle, only to be on the edge of my seat by the end again. When it comes to the 
characters in the story I found myself facing an up and down battle yet again. I 
thought that Tywall and Lief, though brilliant, lacked chemistry and I thought 
the love came around too quick. However Tywall and her poison  had to be the  
most interesting part about the story for me, it was genius and perfect 

Like I mentioned at the start, this book was a rollercaster ride. It had a brilliant 
concept, interesting characters and an amazing cover. But sadly to me it lacked 
in character development at times and though the world building was faultless I 
would have liked to have read more about the world outside of the castle. I did 
however like how much back story there was, and how every now and again 
you would have flashbacks to her live before , it gave a a life to her mother and 



 
 

sister. For all the faults I may or may not have found I really did enjoy this book 
and I can't wait to continue the story 

Follow Stacie on Twitter:  @snapex 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson 

This book was brilliant, it contained action and adventure fantasy 
and a little bit of romance. The characters were excellent and the further 
you delve into the book the more lies are uncovered. The plot is full of twists and 
is unguessable.  

The book is about a girl who is the Sin Eaters daughter then the queen comes 
and tells her she is the daughter of the gods and her life changes forever. I 
thoroughly enjoyed this book and would rate it five stars out of five . 

 

Farah Alam 

I absolutely loved this book! Melinda's writing draws you into Twylla's 
world and you see how it starts to come apart. I really couldn't put it down 
and found myself needing to finish it. As much as I am glad that this is a 
series, it is really annoying to know that I'll be waiting for some time till the 
next one comes out.  

 

Sophia Ufton  

Wow, I at first thought I couldn't read this book but I'm glad I did!  

It was amazing!  

This is the story of Twylla! She lives at the palace and as a special gift, she 
brings death to traitors...... The story is wonderfully plotted out and I urge you 
to read this book as i do not want to spoil the story! 

 

Raimy Greenland 

I enjoyed ‘The Sin Eater’s Daughter’ for what it was, a love triangle with 
fantasy, treason and treachery thrown in the mix. I was sucked in from the 
first few chapters and always wondered where the story was going 
(I don’t often read full blurbs of books in case they give too much away) and I 
think that it showed a lot of potential for the author in her future endeavours. 



 
 

 

I believe, especially from the ending, that there will be more books in this series 
and in all honesty I hope there are because the setting and the world Melinda 
Salisbury has created is so intriguing and interesting. I loved the setting of the 
castle and the whole idea of the poison being held within Twylla’s skin and the 
lore surrounding Sin-Eating. 

I however can only give this an average rating because the story itself was slow 
to get going. The blurb I received before reading ‘The Sin-Eaters Daughter’, that 
I didn’t actually read until I’d completed the book, tells of what happens and in 
all honesty that is the most major part of the story, but it doesn’t happen until 
about 270 pages in. I think that the build up to it was kind of needed to avoid the 
concept of instal-love between Twylla and Leif but there surely could have been 
more actual story between the start of the book at 270 pages in? 

The characters were well written and interesting. I liked Twylla a lot and 
thought the anger, resentment and loneliness of the character came across 
brilliantly. I disliked the love triangle but I think thats because I wasn’t the 
biggest fan of Leif with his stupid smile and too easy going nature. I think the 
Prince played a brilliant part in the story and genuinely felt like he was the 
victim in the story, I felt awful for him when plans came to light and when he 
found out about Twyllla and Leif’s relationship as I think he really did hold a 
torch for her. 

I enjoyed the story but not as much as I was hoping. The major plot seemed to 
take forever to arrive and then when it did it went far too quickly so it felt 
rushed. If there is a second book (Which I am confident there will be) I hope the 
storyline moves faster for such a brilliant world deserves a great story to be told 
within it. 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 15 

This dystopian novel is a good read. There were some very 
interesting ideas and plot twists. However I don't think it was 
original enough to beat the likes of Hunger Games or Divergent. 

The Sin Eater's Daughter took me a while to get into but once I had really begun 
to become interested with the story line, I was enthralled by Twylla's world. 
However, the fact that Twylla ended up falling in love with her guard when she 
was engaged to the Prince was a very unoriginal idea. Most teenage dystopian 
novels these days have that same (or a very similar) plot. I also thought the lack 



 
 

of description of the characters was an interesting choice by the author. If you 
prefer to imagine you’re own characters then this method would have worked 
for you. Despite this, it can be very difficult to connect with the characters if the 
author provides you with little to no description. I also thought the plot twist at 
the end involving the Sleeping Prince was quite complicated and I didn't really 
understand it. On the other hand, I did like the part when we found out about 
Lief's true purpose for being at the Castle. Even though this idea of betrayal had 
been used in other similar books, I still thought it added another layer to 
Twylla's story. I had mixed feelings about the ending, I was pleased with the 
choice Twylla made as it showed that you don't need a man in your life to be a 
happy woman, However, I did think that the last few pages were very rushed 
which was quite anticlimactic. 

 

 

 


