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Oliver Lonsdale, age 7 

Very funny book about a young 

detective. Made me laugh out 

loud. 

This book is the fourth in the series and 

equally funny as the rest. It’s about 

Timmy who spends the duration of the 

book investigating a case of stolen 

money from a charity that want to buy 

some books for a less fortunate child. 

Along the way he escapes some tricky 

situations and has a lot of trouble with 

his side kick Polar Bear, Total. 

I liked this book because it read like a 

diary, it had pictures to break it up, it 

was easy to read and made me laugh 

out loud. 

There was nothing I didn't like or anything which I think would disturb more 

sensitive children. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Without doubt the funniest of Timmy’s memoirs yet. I’ve read it 

again and again and it makes me chuckle every time. This book even 

makes my dad chortle! 

Timmy is back and this time he has Molly Moskins to deal with. When his mum’s 

car breaks down at an E-Z Daze Motel, Timmy is forced to travel to Chicago 



 
 

with the Moskins and their ‘criminal mastermind’ daughter, Molly. But how can 

he focus on his detective work when he’s constantly being distracted by her 

younger brother Micah, a.k.a. Snot? Timmy has a case to solve. The school 

charity YIP YAP’s funds have dropped from $120 to only 12 cents and Timmy 

needs to find the felon responsible. Total is no help as he no longer works for 

Total Failure Inc. and, because of a mysterious contract amendment, now 

spends his time eating free bonbons and watching TV. Timmy needs to work 

closely with Molly to solve the crime but this is tougher than it sounds and Total 

only makes things worse by dropping the mini-fridge and, once he discovers 

room service and pay-per-view, running up an outrageous hotel bill. Is Timmy 

clever enough to solve the case without Total and who will pay his exorbitant 

bill? How is Corrina involved in the crime and who pushed Molly Moskins down 

the toilet? 

This is without doubt the funniest of Timmy’s memoirs yet. Total plays a much 

bigger role and with his moose head disguise, temper tantrums and very bad 

attitude his antics are hilarious. I laughed from beginning to end. Timmy is so 

silly and the cartoons are brilliant. I’ve read it again and again and it makes me 

chuckle every time. This book even makes my dad chortle! 

 

Edward Macklin, age 9 

My personal favourite  

Book of the year: Amazing illustrations, fabulous storyline, and 

completely funny. Definitely his funniest yet. I hope Stephan Pastis 

writes more books as good as this is legend! 

I love Timmy failure! It is hilarious. Definitely one of my favourite books of all 

time. I would have never have believed anyone could write a book as good as 

this and to make it even better it has incredible illustrations that bring all the 

characters to life so you have a real picture of all the problems Timmy and 

Molly go through in the story. Timmy failure is not a failure it is actually a 

great success for me and definitely a lot more people who I know. Please write 

more Timmy failure! 

 

Tom Greenan, age 9 

Once you start reading it you can’t stop! 

Timmy failure is a brilliant book because it’s hilarious. I don’t think anyone 

could dislike this book even if they don’t really like reading. One of my favourite 



 
 

characters is Molly Moskins as she is funny but strange and has a weird little 

brother called snot. My other favourite character is Timmy as he is cool and 

funny and has a polar bear called total which is funny as his last name is failure 

so its “total failure”. Timmy is awesome as he owns a detective business that 

was called “Total failure.inc (we won’t fail despite the name)” but then Timmy 

changed it to “Failure.inc” when he realised how bad it sounded and that is just 

one of the many hilarious things in this book!10/10 

 

Beth Urquhart 

I like the funny story line and how it's about a mystery but it is not 

actually a mystery! 

It is really, really funny and my favourite character is Molly Moskins. I like the 

way Timmy failure's point of view is written so you understand how he feels. 

Total the polar bear is a very funny character, especially when he tries to dress 

as a moose! I think that boys and some girls would like it because it would make 

them laugh. People who like Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Big Nate would like this 

book. 

 

Dylan Sweet 

I like the funny story line and how it's about a mystery but it is not 

actually a mystery! (Trying not to give the plot away) It is a 

hilarious book and it hooked me immediately so that I couldn't put it 

down. 

The best part of the book is when Molly and Timmy find out that all the money 

they spent when they ran away (on the debit card) was being tracked. The 

police knew where they were! I find Timmy tried to act grown up much of the 

time and really likes detectives. My favourite character is Total, the polar bear. 

He is quite weird and only eats bon bons. I would rate this book five star and for 

boys and girls, from 6 upwards. I have read all the other books and the whole 

series is great. 

 

Henry Smith 

The kind of book that makes you laugh your head off and then put it 

back on to read it again. Extremely funny and well written. 

The fourth of his capers sees Timmy and Total the polar bear on an inter-city 



 
 

chase to save YIPYAP, a school organization from bankruptcy. However he 

must give up his detective agency Failure inc. (previously Total Failure inc.) and 

visit Chicago with the Moskins and their criminal offspring Molly(plus Snot). 

I really enjoyed this book and would recommend it to anyone above 6, including 

adults. 

 

Iulia Motoc, age 8 

The book is very good, especially because I like bears and there is a 

Polar bear in the book and I enjoy watching detective movies. 

It is about a boy detective who had a popped tyre while driving so he stayed at a 

Motel  with his ex-detective partner Total( a Polar Bear who is my favourite 

character in the book). By coincidence he found a half criminal over there and 

her family. Her name is Molly and you will definitely have to read it to find out 

more. I promise you that you will love it! 

 

Beatrice Whithear, age 8 

Timmy Failure the detective is trying to find Corrina Corrina and 

has a whole big adventure on the way. 

I have never read any of the other Timmy Failure books so I didn't know what 

to expect. I was a bit worried that it was a book for boys but it wasn't and I 

really enjoyed reading it. 

When I looked through the book there was some great funny pictures and I liked 

the fact that the chapters were short. 

Timmy Failure is a detective who is trying to find Corrina Corrina and this book 

follows his adventures trying to find her. 

The characters are really funny, my favourites were; Timmy Failure, Total the 

Polar Bear and Molly Moskins. 

My favourite bit in the book was when Molly gets stuck in the toilet and meeting 

the 'Old Farts', Vivian and Peter who really made me laugh too. 

I definitely want to read the other books numbers 1-3. I read this book very 

quickly as it was fun to read. I would give this book 9/10. 

 

Romilly Dally-Fitzsimons, age 8 



 
 

This book is very enjoyable and is very funny. 

The book I would say is for younger children who can read the longer chapter 

books. But as I have not read the three books before this as it make reference to 

them I would read them before as it can be confusing when other characters 

enter the story and it starts to explain their characteristics and moves on 

without fully explaining it. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

Timmy is back in his fourth adventure. He is a famous detective and 

has a Polar Bear as a partner! As you can probably tell already, this 

is a crazy book. One of my favourite characters EVER! 

This is one of the best books ever. This is the fourth Timmy Failure book I have 

read and I think they just get better each time. Timmy is just so funny and 

always makes me laugh as he does such crazy things. In this story Yip Yap's 

money has been stolen and Timmy is on the case to find out what has happened. 

His trusty Polar bear is also back in this story and thinks he is actually a king 

when he received a paper crown! If you like Wimpy Kid, Tom Gates and Middle 

School books then I am sure you will love this. Great for boys and girls between 

around 7 years to 12 years probably. 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 10 

The series is funny and I recommend this book to 7+readers who like 

funny stories. If you like Tom Gates or Wimpy Kid, the Timmy 

Failure books are for you! :) 

In this book, Timmy is trying to find out who stole the money from Yip Yap. Yip 

Yap is a group of children from Timmy’s school, who are trying to raise money 

for a boy called Yergi Plimkin who has no books. One week, they had 120 dollars 

but the next week they only had 12 cents!  

However, Timmy can’t investigate because Timmy’s holiday is not at home – he 

is helping Mum’s new boyfriend Doorman Dave move into his new house in 

Chicago. On the way, Mum’s car breaks down so her new friend Esther takes 

him and Total the Polar Bear to Chicago while Mum waits for the breakdown 

truck. Mum’s friend Esther happens to be Molly Moskin’s mum and according to 

Timmy, Molly has committed many crimes.  

Can he find Yip Yap’s stolen money?  



 
 

Who stole it?  

Can he survive with Molly’s affections around?  

This is a great book and I give it 101/10! 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 10 

Such a hilariously funny book!! 

This is the first Timmy Failure book that I have read but it won't be the last! 

This book is about a boy, Timmy and he has to go on holiday with his worst 

enemy, Molly. The story tells you all about their fun-filled trip as they try and 

solve a mystery of some missing money.  

My favourite character is Total, a polar bear as he makes me giggle! 

The illustrations are fantastic too! 

 

Stephanie Chaplin 

I loved this book because it was funny, adventurous and full of 

detectives work. I recommend this book for people 8+ and like 

adventures. 

This book is about a boy called Timmy Failure and a girl called Molly Moskins, 

who go on a mission to find out you stole Yip Yap’s money. Yip Yap is a small 

group of people who raise money for someone called Yergi Plimkin to have some 

money to buy books because he has none.  

The main characters are Molly Moskins and Timmy Failure. Other characters 

are Rollo Tookus, Total, Toody Tululu, Micah Moskins (a.k.a Snot) and more. 

My favourite character was Snot because he ruined everything and drew on all 

the walls. 

My favourite part was when Molly fell down the toilet while on the phone 

because Total pushed her. 

 

Noah Hall, age 9 

A very funny piece of writing with hilarious main characters. 

Timmy Failure Sanitized For Your Protection is about a boy detective called 

Timmy Failure, and his partner, a polar bear called Total. 



 
 

This is the fourth book of the Timmy Failure series.  You don't have to read the 

first three books to understand this one.  I have only read book one before this 

one. 

In this book, Timmy and Total attempt to solve the mystery of their school's 

missing charity money. 

My favourite character is Total.  This is mainly because he becomes hilariously 

bonbon crazed. 

The funniest part of the book for me is when Total discovers paper crowns and 

room service in the E-Z DAZE Motel. 

Another thing I like about the book is the way Timmy speaks.  He has a very 

mature way of speaking, and uses a very advanced vocabulary.  For example: 

"It is a travesty of immense proportions." 

This book made me laugh a lot.  I finished it in three sittings.  I would 

recommend this book to 8+ readers and fans of funny literature. 

 

Lucas Evans, age 10 

The book is a bit tricky to get into at first but it does get easier when 

you go back on yourself a couple of times, you then understand it 

and after that the book is great. 

First of all the names of the characters are hard to understand therefore for this 

reason I would not recommend the book for younger children (I am 10 years of 

age), maybe 8 onwards.  If the names were easier to understand I would 

recommend for children 6+.  That is my only dislike about this book.  The 

illustrations of the book are very kid friendly so it will invite lots of children to 

come and have a look at the book. 

 

Isaac East, age 9 

10 out of 10 for everyone on Timmy Failures journey to Chicago and 

back. 

Timmy Failure and Molly Moskins go on an open case adventure to find out 

who stole the charity's money.  This book has comedy, adventure and 

excitement on its pages.   

I really enjoyed this book because it is hilarious and I did not want to put the 

book down.  I would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys fun and 



 
 

adventure. 

 

Cameron Lobban, age 10 

Funny and hilarious it will make you laugh out loud!  

There is a boy called Timmy and he lives with his mum and his mum's 

boyfriend. There is also a girl called Molly who is the number 1 most wanted 

criminal and Timmy is a detective so wants nothing to do with her. She keeps 

trying to be with Timmy but he just keeps avoiding her. The last thing he wants 

is to go on holiday with her but that is exactly what his mum has arranged! 

Along the way there is a mystery for Timmy to solve which he does enjoy doing. 

I have not read any Timmy Failure books before but I loved it. I don't think it 

matters too much if you have read the others but now that I have read this I 

would go back and look for them. The story was exciting but at times hard to 

follow. The mystery kept me reading and I was really gripped and could not put 

it down. I would recommend for boys who have read all the Diary of 

Wimpy Kids and are looking for something else to read. 

 

Adam Goodman, age 12 

A funny and exciting book that was a quick read. I found it hard to 

put down. I would recommend for ages 7+.  

Timmy Failure was a funny read that was short and quick. It only took me a 

couple of days to read. Most of the words were simple but when Timmy speaks 

he uses complicated language. The story line was action packed and at times I 

found it hard to follow. I did understand the story on the whole. I would 

recommend it for ages 7+. 


