
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Uncle Gobb And The Dread Shed by Michael Rosen 
& Illustrated by Neal Layton 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Amisha McCrystal age 13  

St. Colm’s High School  

‘Uncle Gobb and the Dread 
Shed’ is a brilliant novel. A 
Must Read!!!!  I felt this story 
was talking to me rather than 
me reading it. 

The story is about two children who 
are best friends, but one their uncles, 
Mr. Gobb, controls a genie and has a 
plan for putting all naughty children 
in the DREAD SHED.  This is a dark 
shed that no-one can escape from.  
The two children have to work hard 
to stop the evil Mr. Gobb before they 
end up in the DREAD SHED. 

I loved this story, it was easy to read 
and was very enjoyable. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

This book was hilarious. The illustrations are very funny. I think the 
author has a great sense of humour and I can't wait for book number 
two!  

10 year old Malcolm and his best friend Crackersnacker want to get rid of Uncle 
Gobb. He shuts them in the dread shed! One of the funniest chapters was about 
weasels! I really did laugh out loud at this book and read it in one day as it was 
so very funny. It is one of the wackiest books I have ever read and I think it 
would appeal mainly to boys aged 6 to 9 years but I guess some girls would like 



 
 

it too. 

 

Gabriel Phelan, age 11 

'Uncle Gobb And The Dread Shed' is a funny, easy to read illustrated 
story.  

This story is about a young boy called Malcolm who is not very clever at all. 
Malcolm has a very strange, peculiar uncle named Uncle Gobb who always 
seems to want him to do more homework. 

One day at school Malcolm was given a worksheet to do - when he suddenly 
noticed that at the bottom of the sheet it read, 'Gobb Education!' He wondered if 
it could be anything to do with his uncle. That's where it all begins. 

My favourite part of the story is when Malcolm and Crackersnacker (his best 
friend) are chatting in the school playground when Malcolm starts rubbing the 
side of his nose and suddenly the genie from Aladdin appears in a puff of smoke 
and tells him how tired he was of being in the Aladdin story year after year and 
how he decided to move out. It is my favourite part because it’s completely 
ridiculous and very imaginative. 

 I really like the illustrations in this book (by Neal Layton) because they are very 
hilarious. 

 My favourite character is Crackersnacker because he's a real know-it-all which 
makes him funny. He's a real foil for the not so clever Malcolm. 

 This book would appeal to children of about 7-10. I rate this book 10 out of 10. 

 

Marli Jones, age 11  

Blenheim Primary Schoolo.uk 

I recommend this book to ages 7-11 girls and boys.  

If you are a fan of comical writing, killer answers, and dread sheds 
this is the book for you. Uncle Gobb wants everyone and everything to do 
more homework so will Malcolm be able to stop him. 

 

Evie Aconley, age 8 

If you like the sound of a Dread Shed, then this is the book for you!  

Traditional tales are given a new twist which is really funny and cleverly done 



 
 

and some funny twists to the story. I loved the cartoon like drawings on the 
pages of the book. Interesting characters of a nasty uncle Gobb who does things 
which he really shouldn’t do. Malcolm is very funny. I really liked this book 
and it’s suitable for both boys and girls. 

 

Toby, age 8 

This book was a very funny book, even the chapter titles were funny. 
Throughout the chapters Uncle Gobb, Malcolm or Crackersnacker 
shout random remarks e.g I've been to china.  

Throughout this story Malcolm and his friend Crackersnacker noticed that at 
the bottom of their work sheets and charts at school it says Gobb education. 
Malcolm and his friend investigate further with the help of Malcolm's genie, 
could it be something to do with Malcolm's uncle, Derek Gobb and is that why he 
is obsessed with Malcolm doing more homework. If Malcolm does not do his 
homework Uncle Gobb threatens to put him in 'The Dread Shed'. This book was 
a great read for a short story offering plenty of laughs throughout the story. I 
would recommend this book to my friends. 

 

Cuthbert Hill, age 10 

St Paul's CE Primary School 

A great storyline and a unique, witty sense of humour.  

Uncle Gobb and the Dread Shed is a modern classic. It has a great storyline and 
a unique, witty sense of humour. I can't bear the burden of waiting! I cannot 
imagine the king of comedy magic could write anything more spectacular. He 
deserves a chocolate cake! 'Wink!' 

 

Tom Napier, age 10 

St Paul's CE Primary School 

It's not often that you read a book that uses all sorts of different 
parts of other stories and puts them into one, which is what drew me 
into it.  

I thought the main idea of the book was humorous on its own but with all the 
other added sections I personally thought it had a really great effect. As this was 
unlike any other book I've ever read I couldn't exactly compare it to another. 



 
 

This book is about a boy (not far from my age) called Malcolm, who lives with 
his mother, Tess and his uncle, Uncle Gobb (who is Tess's brother).  

Malcolm lives an ordinary life but he notices strange things. This book is also 
mixed up with Aladdin as when Malcolm rubs his nose a genie flies out! There is 
a big fight between the genie and Malcolm and Uncle Gobb which I thought was 
absolutely manic. 

 

Rodrigo Davies, age 8 

I liked this book and thought it was entertaining but I didn’t really get 
into it as I have done with other books. I like very funny books and, although 
some parts were amusing, I didn’t find it that funny. It was okay, just not as 
good as other books I have read. But I still would recommend it to other people.  

 

Rory Faulkner, age 11 

‘Uncle Gobb and the Dread Shed’ is a book about a young boy called Malcolm 
who lives with his mother and his Uncle Gobb.  Uncle Gobb is a little strange: he 
is obsessed with children doing homework. The DREAD shed is a shed that 
Uncle Gobb stole from London when he was a little boy and where he threatens 
to send Malcolm if he doesn't do enough homework.  One day Malcolm rubs his 
itchy nose and a Genie appears and offers him 5 wishes.....The story follows 
Malcolm and his friend Crackersnacker as they try to stop Uncle Gobb giving 
them homework.   

This was not my favourite book but only as I feel it would appeal more to 
younger children.  Whilst I love Michael Rosen as a poet, I found the 
nonsensical writing hard to follow and a little strange.  Michael 
Rosens' books are usually illustrated by Quentin Blake but Neal Laytons' 
illustrations come a close second. 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 11 

Malcom looks at a chart on the wall, and finds it different to how it normally 
looks. He doesn't know why but it doesn’t then he knows why. At the bottom it 
says GOBBS EDUCATION. Malcom finds this weird since his uncle is called 
Uncle GOBB. When Malcom finds out the truth, Uncle Gobb puts him 
in the dread shed... will he make it out??? Read the book to find out. 

 



 
 

Cora Willans, age 8  

Very funny.  

To be honest I did not think this book was very good because apart from being 
quite funny the words were very hard to read and I didn't know what they 
meant. Despite the book being not very good my favourite character was 
Malcolm because he was funny. I would recommend this book to children age 9-
13. I would give this book 6/10. 

 

Lucy Bridges, age 9 

I like this book because it is a really attractive book, the characters are funny.  
As well as a really enjoyable book it also has humour in it and a cross between 
baddies and uncles.  

It is a mind blowingly amazing book by Michael Rosen and it is a book 
for age 6-10. 

 

Beth  

Beth liked the humour in this story and thought that several of the 
boys in her class would enjoy it. The illustrations and story were funny, 
including how the chapters were numbered eg chapter 2 1/2. Beth liked the bit 
where it said "this is the real chapter about why uncle gobb said that doesn't 
look like homework to me and not why tomatoes are red!" It was quite a short 
book, so for year 3 plus but also great for reluctant older readers. Beth's 
favourite character was uncle gobb and her favourite bit was where Uncle Gobb 
attempted to lock Malcolm in the dreadshed but he forgot to lock it. 

 

Isaac East, age 9 

This book is incredibly funny and made me laugh out loud.  It is 
about 2 friends called Malcolm, Crackersnacker and an uncle called 
Gobb.  Uncle Gobb is crazy about Malcolm doing homework. 

Uncle Gobb wants to put Malcolm and Crackershacker in the dred shed for not 
doing enough homework.   

This book was really enjoyable to read because it was funny and lots of exciting 
things happen.  I would recommend this book to young people who like books 
that make them laugh out loud. 



 
 

 

 

 


