
 
 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Vendetta by Catherine Doyle 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Sarah Murray, age 16 

I flew through this book and 
am already very greedy for the 
next book in the series.  

This was my first romantic thriller 
and it did not disappoint. This was 
like ‘The Godfather’ mixed with 
‘Romeo and Juliet’- it may sound 
strange but I swear it works!  

I don't want to say too much about 
the plot because there were some 
fantastic twists and shock 
revelations throughout.  

As this is Catherine's debut novel I 
am thoroughly impressed and 
cannot wait for more books to 
come in this series because I have 
not had enough of the Falcone 
brothers just yet. 

A fantastic read that will keep you 
turning the pages. 

everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Destiny Maraj, age 13 

‘Vendetta’ was a sad, powerful and moving book! I absolutely loved it! 
I really enjoyed the storyline and all the twists and turns.  It is one of the best 
books I've ever read and I have read it two times in succession, I think it would 
make a great movie.  I didn't really like the end to the book were the storyline 
was left open to reader interpretation and I think a follow-up book would be 
excellent and I would definitely read it.  



 
 

Izzy Read, age 14 

The perfect modern retake of Romeo and Juliet, with a strong 
heroine and gorgeously tantalizing love interest; and that’s not even 
mentioning the fearsome family feud.  

Unlike some romantic novels, it wasn't all about the love but included action 
and mystery, making me keeping turning the pages! I liked Sophie as I felt she 
was a believable, reliable main character with easy to relate to characteristics. 
Overall it was a well written with clever but slightly predictable plot twists that 
I would recommend teenaged girls to read. 

http://fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com/ 

 

Stacie Ball  

A brilliant book about feuding family’s and forbidden love, like a 
modern day Romeo and Juliet. A great start to a new series.  

Because I had an up and down relationship with the story it made the book hard 
to review, one thing I did like though was the friendships. I enjoyed the 
relationship between Sophie and her best friend Millie, she was loyal and 
always looked out for Sophie.  I also really liked Nic and Luca (I was very much 
in love with Luca), I liked the other brothers too but we got to see the most of 
those two and I love how they were always back and forth with each other, the 
brotherly bond was one of the best things about the book. 

It would be safe to say that the book was centred around the forbidden love, 
right? Although I found the relationship between Sophie and Nic to be cute, I 
think it sadly lacked passion, in fact I actually thought she would be better 
suited to another. Considering there is another book (or two) I'm holding out on 
the fact that the reason I felt like something was missing between them two is 
it's not who she will end up with. 

All in all, it was a fun and easy read, the chapters where short and would be a 
perfect book for you if you didn't have a lot of time to devote to reading. Early 
on I had a hunch about the book, what had happened with Sophie's dad, a few 
ideas about how the book was going to pan out and it turns out I was right. I 
loved the idea behind the story and I really believe it had such potential to be a 
good book/series if some of the things are tightened up a bit and focused on 
more, like character development. It was a really good debut. 

Twitter: @snapex 



 
 

Louise Kerr 

I really enjoyed this novel.  It has a very different feel from other 
teenage novels.  I would recommend this book to both boys and girls 
age 13+. 

The story was very fast moving with a lot of interesting characters. Sophie 
Gracewell lives with her mother and her father is serving a prison sentence for 
murder.  This situation has left her feeling very ostracized from her classmates 
all except one who has remained her friend throughout these difficult times.  
Millie is a true friend who looks out for her. 

When five young brothers move into an old creepy house near Sophie’s home, 
things become very sinister and a chilling secret begins to unfold.  The tension 
and excitement mount as Sophie tries to get to the bottom of the mysterious 
brothers. 

She falls in love with one of the boys, but things are definitely not what they 
seem. 

It is a great page-turner and will not disappoint. I would hope there will be a 
sequel. 

 

Immy Fisher 

I really enjoyed reading Vendetta, and although in some ways it was 
like a typical book of its genre, there were plot twists that were very 
surprising and unexpected which I enjoyed. 

In some places it was cheesy, and the only thing I disliked was that sometimes 
there was too much focus on the love story side of the book. 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 15 

I thought the author made a good attempt at making this book 
different from all the other teenage love stories out there. However, 
I'm not sure if she succeeded. 

Vendetta starts out like any other teenage romance. When 2 gorgeous boys 
walk into her dad's old diner, the main character Sophie gets drawn into a dark 
world that forces her to choose between family and love. I found it very hard to 
connect with the male character Nic. I however did like the character of his 
brother Luca. I found him more interesting whereas Nic had nothing special 
that made him stand out from every other male lead you read about these days. 



 
 

The secrets revealed in the book, especially towards the end, did add suspend to 
the book but I still felt like Doyle was trying too hard to distinguish her book 
from all the others of this type. I also felt the book had a very abrupt ending. I 
realise endings like this are created to make the reader question what happens 
next. Despite this, I thought Vendetta had a poor ending that left me feeling the 
book needed a few more pages to tie up the loose ends.  

Overall I thought Vendetta is a quick read that won't take too long for me to 
forget about. However, I did enjoy reading it as it has an easy storyline that you 
can enjoy without having to think too hard. 

 

Rose Heathcote, age 15 

I really enjoyed this book it’s a romantic teen novel with a dark 
twist, it has a good story-line and a witty smart ending. 

The book is a modern day retelling of Romeo & Juliet. Sophie the main 
character is a strong heroine who comes into her own as the story progresses.  I 
liked that her strong personality didn't change even when she falls in love.  Her 
sarcastic comments made me relate to her very well. There is no definite bad 
guy or good guy in the story and the detail the author goes into about the 
characters gives you a deep insight into their personalities.  The five brothers 
were complex characters that always showed different sides to them which 
constantly made me rethink and change my mind on which of them I liked and 
disliked.  The story is kept alive and interesting with all the characters having 
their own individual stories which are infused with revenge which makes then 
blind to the fact that what they were doing was wrong. Sophie’s best friend 
Millie adds a light-hearted backdrop to some more serious scenes which gives 
the reader the time to breath and get over the heavy, dark moments in the book.  
I would give this book 4 stars **** and will be recommending it to family and 
friend’s. 


