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Abigail Mann, age 13 

A fantastic read,  a well 

structured and very clever story. 

I love how it all unravels at the 

end. It was such a cliff hanger.  

I thought ‘Winterkill’ was a fantastic 

read. I loved every second of it, so 

much so I read it three times in a row. 

Every word hung on my lips and every 

sentence stayed in the air. I don't think 

that I have loved a book so great 

before. The writing was structured 

perfectly and the story itself was very 

clever. It was such a cliff hanger that I 

couldn't put the book down. It inspired 

me to finish my story I'm writing. Kate 

is a beautiful writer, the book definitely 

made me feel a closeness to the 

characters, as if I have known them all 

my life. I love all the twisted romance 

in it as well, it's so carefully thought out. I have a soft spot for books like these. 

It's exactly my style. I love how the plot is unclear at first then how it all 

unravels at the end. Then the second time I read it I caught onto little details I 

had missed before then my imagination burst wild. Vivid images popping up in 

my head as I read. It is truly outstanding and has given me tips on how to write. 

I love being 'in the book' with the characters, their feelings and thoughts are 

mine, and I am 'them'. It's just mind blowing how that effect has made me love 

books even more than ever. Thank you! 

 

 



Jemma Rubens, age 10 

Emmeline lives a difficult life; if you cannot love or leave then why is life worth 

living? But although nobody wants to follow the rules, they are only for the best. 

It’s dangerous on the other side of the wall... My favourite character was 

Emmeline seeing as she goes through difficult situations, such as being forced 

into marriage. A suspenseful novel, filled with apprehension. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 10 

Emmeline lives in a small settlement, run by the ‘council’, the settlement’s rules 

are strict, such as do not go outside the wall, but the trees whisper to her in her 

dreams. Inside the wall the leader wants to marry her but she loves another. 

Outside the freezing winter is coming. 

Emmeline is an adventurous girl who longs to get out of the settlement; she is 

an exciting character who is always getting into trouble. 

This book was superb and I enjoyed every minute of it.    

 

Natalie Hunter   

I really enjoyed reading ‘Winterkill’ and couldn't put it down.The 

plot was brilliant. If you are thinking about reading this book think 

no more: just read it.  

 

Emma Baird, age 11 

‘Winterkill’ is the story of a girl named Emmeline. She lives in The Settlement. 

She can’t leave. No one can. It’s Wayward.  

But Emmeline is different. You could call her Wayward I suppose. She can’t 

seem to obey the rules and yet Brother Stockham, leader of the Settlement still 

wants to bind to her. 

I like this book because it’s mysterious and keeps you thinking. It’s 

quite dramatic due to the action packed scenes and sudden plot 

twists. 

I would definitely recommend this amazing book. 

 

 



Anna Leaver, age 10 

‘Winterkill’ is a thrilling book full of surpises. I was shocked at the end 

and wanted to know more !  

Emmeline likes to explore and she desperately wants to go outside the village 

wall to explore more...but a very scary malmaci exists which eats humans. It’s 

dangerous to leave, but she does so anyway. She meets the lost people eaten by 

the malmaci who she then makes friends with. 

Emmeline lives with her dad within the wall to keep safe from the cold but by 

living there she has to marry, she doesn't want to, but it’s the law! 

The book can be scary in parts but not too bad on the scary scale! I recommend 

the book for both boys and girls. 

 

Sophie Bridges, age 11  

I think Winterkill is a really good book and very suitable for children of 

my age (11) and also would be good for children a little bit younger and a little 

but older such as 10-13. The reason I like this book is because I like 

adventures and this is a very adventureous book. 

 

Maddy Faulkner, age 12 

‘Winterkill’ is a haunting, mythical book. I really enjoyed this book 

because it is mysterious and keeps you thinking. It’s quite dramatic 

because of the action packed chapters and brave characters.  

‘Winterkill’ kept me hooked all the time I read it. It is a fantastic and dramatic 

book full of characters who you immediately feel as though you have known for 

ages. The writing was perfectly structured and the plot line twisted and turned 

so much I got lost in the story- which was impeccably written.  I instantly fell in 

love with Emmeline and grew very attached to her character. I loved the fact 

that Kate A. Boorman incorporated romance into the story- you can tell that it 

was all carefully thought out. I definitely don't usually go for this genre of book 

so I was surprised by how much i actually enjoyed it. I was unsure in the 

begining but then I properly got into it and realised that I really enjoyed it! 

 

 

 



Ella Hollingshead, age 13 

‘Winterkill’ is a captivating novel that focuses on a settlement 

surrounded by woods. Leaving the settlement is forbidden, yet this is 

exactly what Emmeline wants to do.  

Such a captivating read that is focused on a settlement surrounded by woods. 

The woods are only entered to gather food and suchlike from and even then you 

can't venture far.  Any persons caught attempting to leave the settlement are 

hung at the crossroads and convicted of being wayward. This is exactly what 

happened to Emmelines grandma, the legacy is now that emmeline is stained. 

However, she herself finds that she is drawn to the woods and what lays 

beyond. 

 

Holly Carver, age 11 

‘Winterkill’ is a book with mystery, love and adventure.  This book 

pulled me in and I loved it, it will entertain you for hours and you 

won’t put it down until you have finished. I will recommend this book to 

all my friends. 

 

Hannah Baer, age 11  

‘Winterkill’ I found a bit boring after a few pages. This was because 

it was really confusing and I had no idea what was happening. I liked 

the cover, it is very attractive, but the book itself is not my type. I wouldn't 

recommend this to my friends because they prefer adventure stories. It should 

have more adventure and suspense as it was quite uninteresting. This book is 

for older readers (9-12) and I would rate it 1 star.  

 

Alice East, age 10 

‘Winterkill’ is a book about a girl called Emmeline who wants  to explore the 

forest she can see from the Fort she lives in but she is not allowed to leave the 

Fort.  

The people in charge of the Fort think that the wood is dangerous and everyone 

is forbidden to enter the forest. 

One day Emmeline decides to explore the forest anyway and she discovers 

people from a different land. 



I would recommend this book to those who like to read magical 

mysteries.  The story keeps you guessing what is going to happen 

next so you want to read more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


