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Rosie Cousins, age 13 

I have just finished reading ‘After Iris, The 
Diary’s Of Bluebell Gadsby’ and I loved it. 
There were some moments where I 
felt like crying and others when I 
laughed. It was an emotional book but I 
enjoyed it very much. I would love more 
from the author because I found this 
story so delightful, entertaining and 
clever. It has an unusual style to it, as at 
the beginning of each chapter there is a 
video entry, which describes what 
everything looks like and adds more feeling 
to the book. The ending is lovely and shows 
the reader that stories may not start out 
great but wait a little longer and good will 
come to you. The moral is great and I would 
recommend it to many.  I am about to start 
reading it again! 

 

  

 

Jasmine Randall, age 11 

After Iris is an extremely moving book written in a very unique and 
clever style. I loved every second of it and was completely absorbed in it.  I 
think the parts with the camcorder were well thought out and made you feel as 
you were actually there, hiding in the shadows. The sections where the good old 
fashioned diary was used were so lifelike, and the image it was creating was so 
vivid that you felt like when you turned the page Bluebell would be waiting on 
the other side. I would recommend this book to girls aged 10+, who enjoy books 



which are really lifelike and written in diary style. I really enjoyed this amazing 
book and I’m sure you would too.  I hope she writes some more. 

 

Elisa-Mae Allen 

Bluebell Gadsby is just a normal 13 year old girl. Her styles, choices and 

opinions are all the same as a teenager, but her background is different. 3 years 

ago, her twin sister, Iris Gadsby, was killed. She holds in all her emotions, and 

expresses it through a video diary. The video diary shows life hasn't been easy 

for Bluebell, but whatever happens she's still got her family.   I love this book. I 

think it is very influential and it makes you think about what you do every 

second of the day. It is one of those books that you can't put down, and 

I spent most hours of my days reading it. It shares the secrets of Bluebell 

and her family. The funniest part of the book, I think, was when Joss set the rats 

to run all round the class room and made the popular girls scream like mad. 

This was amusing for Bluebell as she is not one of the cool kids, and sometimes 

the cool kids do particular things that make her feel small and ignored.  

Written by the truly sensational writer- Natasha Farrant. If you like this 

book, also read Natasha other book- The Things We Did For Love. 

 

 

Safiyah Afghan 

It's been three years since she died. Iris. Blue's twin sister. Everyone is busy. 
Mum and Dad are never home, Blue's big sister is being rebellious and her little 
siblings are causing havoc. Blue misses Iris. She just can't tell anyone.  The 
Diaries of Bluebell Gadsby:After Iris is a heart-warming and heart-wrenching 
story about a twin who has lost her other half. Feeling alone and sad she 
captures her family and the world around her on camera. The Diaries of 
Bluebell Gadsby:After Iris is an emotional and deep story about love, 
loss and being a family. Readers will love Bluebell and feel her pain, 
and her joy. Beautifully written, this book will stay in readers minds 
long after they have finished. A moving and emotional story, this book is 
perfect for readers who love a deep plot, loveable characters and a story with 
meaning. After Iris is a beautiful book that explores a family's reaction to loss 
and the effect of a twin who has lost their closest friend. Well crafted and 
charged with every conceivable emotion The Diaries of Bluebell Gadsby:After 
Iris is the perfect book for deeper readers who enjoy seeing the world from a 
different perspective. 

 



Emma Baird, age 10  

Blue feels invisible. It isn’t the same any more. Everyone’s avoiding it, avoiding 
what happened... 

Blue is having a tough time now Iris has gone. Her friends are avoiding her. She 
doesn’t even have her parents to comfort her as they are away, wrapped up in 
their work.  Iris has no one to talk to so she starts this diary... 

After Iris is a book written in the form of a diary and a video script. It took me a 
while to get used to this style of writing but when I did I found it really 
interesting.  I liked the contrast between the two formats.  One is what Blue is 
feeling and the other is what she and other people are doing and saying. 

This diary is an emotional journey where the whole of the Gadsby family are 
trying to cope with grief.  But they are all doing it in different ways so their 
family gets torn apart. 

I recommend After Iris, please read it!  

 

 


