
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

All Dan Hope wants is his real 

dad to love him, not suspicious 

Big Dave.  One boys search of 

hope and love, but what he 

doesn't realise is that he doesn't 

in fact have to travel very far.  

I loved this book, a tale of one boys 

search for his fathers love. Like many 

families today, Dan Hopes home is a 

complicated one. All he wants is his 

real dad to love him, not "Big Dave" 

his Mum's boyfriend - who Dan and 

his sister definitely think there must be 

something suspicious about a man 

with "that" tattoo. As the story unfolds 

Dan follows a journey of real hope and 

discovers sometimes what you are 

searching for is in fact right under 

your nose. Dad is a title which is 

earned over time, not a given right 

when you have a child. 

 

Jodi Coffman, age 12 

Fabulous!  A real page-turner which has so many twists and turns in 

the plot.  I could not put it down and read it way past my bedtime.  I 

couldn't recommend this book more.  A must read!  

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and highly recommend it to all young teens.  The 

plot is unpredictable and full of twists and turns.  Every page had another sub-

plot or revelation.  I really enjoyed finding out about the main characters in the 



 

 

book, from Dan Hope, who the book is centred around, to his quirky friend Jo to 

Dan's father and to Dan's mums boyfriend, Big Dave, all the characters were 

interesting, different and likeable.  This really is reading at its best! 

 

Alina Wraith, age 8 

‘A Boy Called Hope’ was good to read.  It was funny and exciting but 

some bits were sad.  I would read some more books by Lara 

Williamson.  

A Boy Called Hope is good and has a great sense of humour.  It is exciting 

because you never knew what was going to happen next.  It has a fast pace and 

teaches people what real people’s lives are like.  It is surprising because at the 

end you’re like ‘I didn’t expect that!’.  The book is about a boy called Dan Hope 

and his mother and father split up though he still loves his dad.  It follows how 

he copes with it.  It is quite sad as well.  I thought it was really good and I would 

definitely recommend it.   

 

Adi Mehta, age 8 ½ 

‘A Boy Called Hope’ is an excellent book teaching people that 

whatever happens you will always be with your father. 

It also says you have to move on with your life whatever comes your 

way. 

It tells a story of Dan Hope and his father Malcolm Manyard who split up with 

his mum when Dan was very little. Dan Hope’s childhood is difficult until his 

sister, friend and former dad, Big Dave changes his life. Dan and Grace (his 

sister)make a big mistake and get into big trouble that could cause deaths. Is 

Grace and Dan’s cleverness enough to solve the problem…. 

I would give it 95% out of 100% 

 

Bella Perez, age 8 

I read and read until my eyes dried up, this book is a mixture 

between funny and sad. I couldn't resist reading it, never in my life 

would I give up such a fantastic book!  

It’s got an interesting theme and is an honest, gentle, joyful, hopeful book. I’ll 

always be ready to read it again! 



 

 

One of my favourite bits in the book was Daniel’s list of good and bad things, at 

the end of the book. I liked it because there were some funny and different things 

in there and that the happy list was bigger than the sad list. 

My favourite character is Ninja Grace because she is sensitive and caring and 

looks after Daniel. I would like a friend like Ninja Grace because she’s friendly 

and thoughtful.  

 

Antonia Davies, age 14  

I read the book called ‘A Boy Called Hope.  I found the book really good.  I 

enjoyed the book.  I love how it’s about the boy called Dan who wants to talk to 

his dad. I love it when he talks to his dad. Even though he keeps it a secret from 

his mum.  

I would recommend it to everyone because I enjoyed it loads and I 

would love others to read it too. I found the book page turning and I 

could not stop reading. I love reading and I think this book could get more 

people reading. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

 ‘A Boy Called Hope’ is the heart-wrenching story of a boy whose dad 

abandoned him for a new life as a TV presenter.  It could have been a really sad 

book but it was also absolutely hilarious.   

Dan's sister Grace is a word ninja, who is able to attack you with words and 

who always wins arguments.  His dog, Charles Skallybones the First, does not 

have a strong stomach although he continues to eat things like tinsel and is 

remarkably healthy considering he has a whole pirate ship in his stomach.   

His friend Jo is very religious. She brushes her teeth with holy water and 

believes that she has a hotline to God.  She collects relics of the saints and has a 

piece of cloth which swiped the feet of someone who touched the feet of someone 

else who kissed the feet on the statue of Saint Christina the Astonishing.   

His mum is starting a new life with Big Dave, but Dan wants his dad back.  He 

writes to him and tracks him down to his new home.  He hopes for a reunion 

when his dad comes to report on the schools Project Eco Everywhere show but 

things don't turn out as he planned.  Everything comes together in the end but in 

a very unexpected way. 

This bitter-sweet book is fantastic, brilliant, funny and sad.  It made 



 

 

me laugh and cry and I've never read a book which could do that 

before.  You must read it. 

 

Chloe Pickering, age 10 

I really liked this book as the caracters are all very different and 

quite funny but the storyline is serious and a bit sad.  

This book is a sad story of Dan Hope a boy thats only dream is for his dad to 

love him.  Dan is a boy that lives with his mum, his sister ninja Grace and his 

dog Charles Scallybones.  This book takes us through all the unfortunate events 

that happen to him on his way. This book took me through lots of different 

emotions. I would give this book a 9 out of 10 and would recommend it to my 

friends. 

 

Alice East, age 9 

‘A Boy Called Hope’ is a book about a boy called  Dan who is in search of his dad 

who left home four years ago.  The book made me laugh a lot but it also made 

me feel sad.  

Dan goes through a lot of different emotions throughout the story 

and I felt happy and sad with him. 

It is a good book for people who like to read about other peoples feelings.  I 

would recommend this to both boys and girls. 

 

Alice Watkinson, aged 11. 

‘A Boy Called Hope’ is a really good read and should sell out on its first day of 

release!  

Lara Williamson has made me chuckle and sob in equal amounts as I have read 

her first novel. I think she is a real star of the future and will turn out successful 

in the literary world. 

Daniel Hope is a relatable character, who makes the story a million times better 

than if Jo Bister was the main character!  

 I let myself cry and laugh alongside Daniel and I was shut out from the rest of 

the world and pulled into his. The best stories are the ones which force you to 

get lost in the pages and only to be pulled out again by annoying older siblings! 

Lara Williamson has done just that.  



 

 

After I turned the final page and the last word was read, my head 

was spinning and I clutched the book close to my chest : as I didn’t 

want to leave Daniel. I felt like a naughty child, refusing to leave a park or a 

ball pit. 

So, if you want to get lost with your head in the clouds alongside Daniel, or 

laugh, cry and stop the world from turning, read Lara Williamson’s 

masterpiece. I am sure you will love it, as I did.   

 

Kulsuma  Begum, age 16 

‘A Boy Called Hope’ is an emotional rollercoaster of a story. I was amazed by 

Williamson’s ability to make me feel like crying one minute and have me 

laughing in the next. There was the perfect balance between the sadness, pain 

and hope that Dan goes through and reflects on and the comical scraps he gets 

into. A fantastic cast of characters just add to the greatness of the story; Dan’s 

mother, his friends and his sister Ninja Grace. 

All Dan wants is for his dad (who left the family years ago) to notice him. This is 

a story that a lot of people will be able to relate to. Williamson deals sensitively 

with this topic. It really pained me to see how much he needed his dad’s 

attention and the way his dad acted towards him. However, the eventual 

outcome of the story was just perfect. The other storylines in ‘A Boy Called 

Hope’; Dan and Ninja Grace uncovering the mystery behind their mum’s new 

boyfriend and Dan’s problems at school were light and humorous for the most 

part.  

Overall, I cannot wait to read more from Lara Williamson. I am amazed that 

this is her debut novel. ‘A Boy Called Hope’ is an honest, realistic and heart-

warming story about belonging, identity and family. I would 

recommend this book to those looking for a story that features characters that 

feel real and who will make you smile.  

 

Rosa Boran, age 14 

I adored this book! it was so heart warming and a lovely read. I really 

enjoyed it.  

‘A Boy Called Hope’ is a story about Dan Hope who hopes for many things but 

he really hopes his dad will love him. 

This book was beautifully written and the story seemed like quite a sad one 



 

 

when I first read about it.  It had me laughing at one point then tearing up the 

next. It was so sweet and warmed me all the way down to my toes. 

 

Jennifer Bridgeman, age 8 

This book was funny, sad, exciting and marvelously written. I loved 

it, it made me laugh until I cried. I would definately pass this on to 

my school book corner. I think that this is a very special book. I would 

rate it five stars.  

This book is just bedazzling.This novel has a humour that left my belly aching 

and a warmth that toasted my heart.  I think that my friends would love this 

book just as much as I did.  My favourite part is when he described his sisters as 

a living poo machine! I just love it, I am really, really glad I got the chance to 

review it. 

 

Katie Johnson, age 10 

I liked this book because it is very emotional, and full of ups and 

downs for Dan Hope.  I liked this book because it is very emotional, and full 

of ups and downs for Dan Hope.  In the end, you will find out whether Dan and 

his father ever met, and this bit was a very moving, heart-felt section of the 

book.  The ending is brilliant, I was relieved to find out whether Dan was OK or 

not.  

Awesome book!  I would definitely recommend it! 

 

Kate Cooley, age 10 

A thrilling, funny and amazing story of a boy who wants his father 

back but it's not as easy as he thinks. I couldn't stop reading as I wanted 

to find out what happened when his sister, Ninja Grace, finds out that he wants 

their father back! The characters are very detailed and it creates a picture in 

your mind. There are bits of the story you need to remember throughout for it to 

make sense as it includes details from the past as well as the present. 

I would give it 9½ out of 10 because the story moves quickly and is both funny 

and sad at the same time. This story was easily explained to friends and family 

and my Dad wanted to read the book too! 

 



 

 

Massimo, age 10   

‘A Boy Called Hope’ was an inspiring book about a kid called Dan 

Hope. ‘A Boy Called Hope’ was an inspiring book about Dan Hope, a kid who 

tracks down his dad who ran away when he was young.  Along the way he 

encounters various tasks and difficulties.   

My favourite character is Dan Hope; he's a smart young kid who is eager and 

optimistic. 

I recommend it to readers of the age 9-13, a thoroughly good read. 

 

Felicity Wilcox, age 11 

Heart-Warming, I never know what’s coming round the corner 

which makes it more of a page turner.  

Dan has many wishes but the wish he wants to come true the most is a Dad that 

will love him. Dan will go through lots of hardships, but his hopes keep him 

going. This is such a good book, a perfect book for readers that like getting there 

heart warmed. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   


