
 

  Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
      Alice Jones: The Impossible Clue 

by Sarah Rubin 
 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

 

Sophie Byles, age 9 

St Paul's CE Primary School 

This is a really good book about a girl 

called Alice Jones who solves 

mysteries. I like this book because it 

has two of my favourite things in: 

mysteries and friendship. I also 

really like the way everything is 

going badly for Alice and then the 

tables turn. This is an 

exceptionally awesome tale that 

tells the story of a girl detective 

who solves the mystery of a 

missing man. I really enjoyed it 

and I would recommend it to 

others. 

 

Cora Willans, age 9 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book 

and would definitely read it 

again.  

I think that this book is an adventure story as it is about a twelve-year old 

detective. My favourite character in this book is, obviously, Alice. I would 

recommend this book to 9-13 year-olds because it has some complicated words 

inside of it. Also, I would rate this book a 9/10. 



 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Alice Jones is a 12-year-old detective who uses maths and her observation skills 

to try to solve mysteries. She notices everything and sees each case as an 

equation where all you need to do is solve for ‘x’. This case begins when Alice is 

kidnapped and taken to the Delgado household to be a friend for young Sammy. 

His dad wants him out of the way while he has a big meeting with the press to 

announce a delay in the scientific breakthrough by his research company, 

Delgado Industries. Their top scientist, Dr Learner, and his secret work on 

invisibility, have mysteriously disappeared from his locked office. Alice 

overhears this and Mr Delgado asks her to work out what happened to the 

missing doctor and find where he is now. As she leaves, Alice is surprised to find 

her personal tormentor, Kevin the school bully, riding up on Alice’s bike to save 

her from her apparent kidnappers. Will Alice solve the mystery and find the 

doctor and can she discover who is really behind his disappearance? 

This was a really clever mystery that puts many other similar books to shame. 

It was exciting and the crime, which seemed impossible, really made me think 

about how it could have happened. I always wanted to read on into the 

next chapter, it was very hard to stop! A brilliant mystery which will 

keep you guessing until the end. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 10 

Great mystery detective story, I really enjoyed it  

This book is about a girl called Alice who investigates the disappearance of a 

scientist called Dr Learner. Dr Learner has invented an invisibility suit and 

Alice has to discover whether it’s the suit that has caused his disappearance or 

other things. 

I liked the book because I like detective type novels though I found Alice quite a 

hard character at times as she talks a lot about complicated maths things I 

know little about. I also didn't like some of the stronger language in the book.  

I think this book is best suited to children age 10 plus.  

 

Alice East, age 11 

This book is about Alice who is a whizz at maths and a crime 

breaking detective.  When a top scientist, working on invisibility 

disappears it is up to Alice to find him.  



 

 

Join Alice on her mysterious detective adventure to find out what happened to 

Dr Learner, the scientist and where he is. 

I really enjoyed this book as it was exciting and quite griping.  From the 

moment I picked this exciting book up I couldn't stop reading this as it was so 

interesting and I just wanted to find out more about Alice's exciting adventure. 

I really enjoyed this book and I would recommend it to reviewers age 9-13.  I 

hope more people enjoy this detective book. 

 

Sue Wilsher 

A gripping story with much to enjoy! Perfect for children in upper 

KS2, it offers mystery and adventure with great characters. A must 

for those who enjoy an intelligent read!  

At last- something a bit different! This book has much to offer-strong 

characters, plenty to think about, a gripping plot- and challenge for upper KS2 

readers without pushing them into teen books. 

Having gained a reputation for being able to solve mysteries, Alice finds herself 

involved in a complicated case. Although only 12 years old, she can’t resist the 

challenges this problem offers- a missing scientist, an invisibility suit... The plot 

is well constructed and moves at a satisfying pace with plenty of action along 

the way.  

Alice is a maths whizz; she thrives on using her brains and working things out 

logically. Although she lives with her father, her twin, Della, lives with their 

mother and wants to be an actress. In addition to the ‘mystery’ plot, the book 

also looks at relationships – between siblings, between parents and children- 

and friendships. Although mature in many ways, the author skilfully manages 

Alice’s voice, making it clear that she is a twelve year old. 

An excellent book with much to recommend it! This is going straight into the 

class library! 

 

Joshua Zinkin, age 10 

This book is fantastic. It contains lots of maths riddles, which are 

fascinating. The book reads like a game of spies and seekers, and is a 

complete cracker.  



 

 

Alice Rubin is investigating the answer to a mysterious case of a missing 

scientist. The scientist happens to be studying invisibility, but Alice is convinced 

he can't have succeeded in creating an invisibility suit. Alice comes up with 

many different theories, and maths punctuates the text in intriguing ways. It's 

suitable for anyone aged 9-12 years and both boys and girls will love it. It is 

quite funny as well, and there is lots of action and unexpected twists. I would 

give this book 9 and a half out of ten! It was really good. 

www.MinervaReads.com 

 

Sadie Parker, age 10 

In the book ‘The Impossible Clue’, Alice Jones is an amazing detective who acts 

like a normal girl when not on a case but when mystery strikes she acts like a 

trained secret agent.  

Alice is a math whizz and is great at solving the mysteries that even the greatest 

detectives would give up on. 

The story is about Alice Jones having to find a missing scientist who might have 

invented an invisibility suit!  It is not plain sailing, people follow her and give 

her lots of trouble.  Other characters are Alice’s dad, sister and Alice’s mum 

(who is a performer who lives in Italy).  

I loved reading this book. It’s thrilling and has a great storyline. The 

story is so thrilling that I could not put the book down. I would read it 

for hours till I just had to close my eyes and sleep. It also has some sudden 

problems along the way that come out of nowhere and you are on the edge of 

your seat waiting to find out what will happen. I would definitely recommend 

this book to other people. 

 

Aminah Kauser, age 10 

I loved this book. It was mysterious, fascinating and keeps you on 

your toes, thinking about what is going to happen next and how.  

I would read it again. The suspense was really good and made me not want to 

put the book down. However some parts of the book were a bit hard to imagine 

but I loved the way certain scenes played out. Overall it was a good book and I 

enjoyed reading it. 

 



 

Henry Plummer, age 10 

This book keeps you guessing and jumping to the wrong conclusions 

about Dr Learner and his disappearance. It is a gripping book from 

start to finish.  

Alice Jones is a 12 year old maths whizz who has a knack for solving crimes and 

has cracked a case or two.  However, she is perplexed when Mr Delgado’s top 

scientist, Dr Learner (who was working on making an invisibility suit) goes 

missing from his office.  Dr Learner walked into his office and vanished without 

a trace! Mr Delgado gets Alice on the case.  Will Alice solve the mystery? Or is 

there something more sinister behind the disappearance than meets the eye.  

This book keeps you guessing and jumping to the wrong conclusions about Dr 

Learner and his disappearance. It is a gripping book from start to finish. 

 

Charlotte Cassidy, age 10 

A brilliant page-turner of a book. It kept me guessing until the end. I 

would read it again any time. I loved it.  

‘Alice Jones: The Impossible Clue’ is a brilliant book written by Sarah Rubin. 

Alice, who is a maths whizz, has her hardest investigating challenge yet when a 

top scientist goes missing. With a break in, her sister coming to stay and lots of 

other things going on, will she ever be able to solve the mystery of the missing 

scientist? 

My favourite character is Alice because she is headstrong and feisty and she will 

stop at nothing to solve a mystery. I also liked Della, Alice’s twin sister, because 

she is much more of a drama queen than Alice but although she doesn't really 

show it, she really cares about Alice. I loved this brilliant book because it kept 

you guessing and reading until the end.  

I recommend this brilliant book to all readers aged 9+ who like mystery and 

adventure stories. 

 

Maia Fuller, age 11 

I enjoyed reading about Alice Jones' case. It was thrilling and very 

puzzling. She is a very brave and very clever girl.  

‘The Impossible Clue’ is about a girl named Alice Jones who is a maths-whizz 

and enjoys doing complex maths problems. She has already done some detective 

work for an annoying boy named Sammy - she thinks of the mysteries like 



 

equations and always solves them quickly. 

But when Sammy's dad, Mr Delago, asks her to solve her toughest case yet, it 

could take a bit longer... 

I really liked the character of Alice because she is very clever and very brave. I 

enjoyed this book and would recommend it for children aged 10 and over. It is 

thrilling and puzzling. 

 

Toby, age 8 

I really enjoyed this book. If you enjoy solving mysteries, you should 

read it. Exciting, interesting, mysterious - a great read! When can I 

read the next one?  

‘Alice Jones - The impossible Clue’ is a brilliant book. Alice is a 12 year old girl 

who is not a typical 12 year old girl. She isn't interested in shopping or fashion 

but is a maths genius. She loves solving problems or mysteries and is a bit like a 

complex equation herself! When she is hired by a not so secret admirer's dad to 

solve the mysterious disappearance of a scientist, she has to deal with lots of 

problems including kidnapping, the police and the FBI. Who would hire a 12 

year old girl to solve such an important case? Who will she work with? With a 

case to solve, a sister who is desperate to be Annie and a dad who wants a big 

story, this is not a normal school holiday! This book gripped my mind and I 

didn't want to put it down. The book got more complex, the more chapters I 

read. I sort of want to read it again and defiantly want to read the next Alice 

book. I think it would make a really good film. 

 

Cajsa, age 10 

‘The Impossible Clue’ is a memorable tale about a maths genius 

called Alice who is asked to help solve a mystery. 

She sees it as a big opportunity but her worst enemy Kevin hangs around her 

and starts to get really annoying. I really liked this page-turner because all the 

characters add a certain something and the book wouldn't be the same without 

each and every one of them. Delia brings a bit of drama. Dad brings some 

obsession. Alice brings an intentional reluctance to the story and all the other 

characters bring different personalities. I would give this story a ten out of ten. 

A suitable age group for this book is for children 9-11 and will be recommending 

it to friends. A real page-turner! 



 

 

Verity Corrick-Gough, age 11 

This book made me laugh and feel sorry for Alice and Kevin. It also 

made me read a lot more than normal. I LOVE IT!!  

This book is the best in the world there is so many things I want to say about 

this book I do not know what to say, it is the best book ever I couldn't put it 

down. I had a lot of mixed emotions. 

 

Mairi, age 11 

It looked like a good book but the storyline was really weird.  

I didn't like this book because the story line was really poor. The genre was not 

the type for an 11 year old to read. I would recommend the book to a 12 -13 year 

old because they would probably like more mission impossible genres better 

than younger readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


