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Khadijah 

This is a story of pure survival. It begins 

in the heat of a plane crash and it’s do or 

die to the very end. Pacey and gripping, 

‘Alone’ contains enough graphic-

survival scenes to simultaneously 

repulse and delight the young 

reader. Creepy-crawlies, wild 

beasts, maddening heat, grime and 

gore (and yet more grossness which I'm 

not mature enough to mention with a 

straight face); it's got it all. 

Despite all the grisly, gritty survival stuff, 

there is a softer side to the story about the 

unlikely yet believable friendship between 

a boy and an Otter that has the potential 

to melt the most unamused heart, as was 

mine at the beginning. But by the end of 

the story, I was a bit of an Otter fan.  

I would highly recommend this book to young readers who love thrilling 

adventure and survival stories!  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 14 

‘Alone’ is a book about a boy whose plane crashes in the jungle and how he 

manages to survive. I loved how much detail there was in the 

description of the jungle. I loved the relationship there was between the boy 

and the otter. Also I liked how the jungle wasn't sanitised which made it seem 



 

more realistic. The ending was amazing and unexpected as well.  I 

enjoyed this book and would give it five out of five stars.  

 

Lucie Harrison, age 13 

I enjoyed reading ‘Alone’ a lot because it really made me understand 

what it feels like to survive a plane crash and then survive on your 

own. I would recommend this book to older boys and girls. 

‘Alone’ really makes you understand what it feels like to be completely isolated 

and to have to fight to survive. While being emotional in some places, it was 

also very informative about surviving in the wild. I really enjoyed reading 

‘Alone’ because it was inspirational. I would recommend this book to older boys 

or girls. 

 

Felicity Kerswell, age 13 

The book is a really good read! It has everything from emotions to 

being a bit gross in places!  

The author shows the danger of rainforest and what it is like to be stranded 

there. When the plane crashed he is plunged into the vast Amazon Rainforest 

and learns how to survive in its harsh landscape. The main character was kind 

to the otter family building a bond with the Baby Otter called Galaxy. This book 

makes you feel like you’re part of the story by making you feel happy, sad and 

worried about the main characters, especially little Galaxy!  This book is 

fantastic and is full of emotion, adventure and grossness! 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about what happens with a young boy when the plane he is in 

crashes and he has to survive on an island on his own. 

The book is filled with adventure, danger, survival skills, and a 

young boy with a strong will to live. What surprised me most was that I 

had tears in my eyes reading parts of this, the author captured some real tender 

moments between human and animal that really brought home to me how 

important it was for connection between other living souls. The scenes in the 

book with this young boy and Galaxy gave me a lump in my throat. Amazing 

book! 
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Sophia Ufton  

Amazing story!! One of the best, I’ve read in a long time.  

Sam is going on the trip of a lifetime. His Gran left Sam some money in her will 

when she died and he uses this money for the trip. As they are on their way 

home however the plane crashes in the jungle. Sam starts to panic as he is alone, 

then he finds an otter cub who in time gives him the strength to carry on but can 

Sam and his otter friend make it out alive? 

 

Adam Goodman, age 13 

An exciting, action-packed and intense book that grabbed me from 

the start and made me want to read on and on!  

A young boy on a plane that has just crashed finds himself in a jungle. He now 

attempts to search for food, find a way to call for help and survive with the 

resources he has. He is fascinated by the otters that play in the evening and 

becomes friends with one who he names Galaxy. With the weather getting 

worse and an otter to look after, can the boy escape the jungle alive? 

Alone is an intense and emotional story that engaged me from the start. It goes 

straight into the story and is immediately action-packed. Every chapter is 

extremely exciting and ends on a cliff-hanger, resulting in lots of suspense and a 

desire to constantly read on. 

The one aspect which I disliked about the book was that I found it quite 

repetitive. The same events took place throughout the story with a slightly 

different ending. Despite this, I wasn’t put off reading it and would recommend 

it. 

My favourite part was the end. It is emotional but at the same time heart-

warming. In fact I enjoyed it so much that I was extremely disappointed when I 

finished reading it. The events that took place were completely different from 

those previously in the story. Read the book and you will find out what I mean! 

 

Jessica Anderson, age 13 

This book was amazing.  I felt like I was with Sam in the Amazon.  

Five stars from me!  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/04/alone-by-dj-brazier-review.html?m=1


 

I don’t usually enjoy ‘Bear Grylls’ style books, so when I received this book I was 

quite sceptical.  Surprisingly though, after the first chapter I was completely 

sucked in.  I found that when I wasn’t reading this book, I would be thinking 

about when I could and what was going to happen next, and when I was 

reading it, I couldn’t put it down. 

This book is very fast paced, and quite simply written.  This novel really made 

me feel like I was with Sam in the Amazon and wanting the otters to come back 

for him and wanting him to survive. This had amazingly vivid and realistic 

descriptions as I found I could picture everything.  This is the kind of book that I 

wouldn’t want a film to be made out of it – it would ruin everything! 

Sam has just been traveling back from a holiday in a private jet when it crashes 

in the Amazon river.  The captain is dead, he can’t find his father; all he has is a 

life jacket, a watch and his wits.  That is, until he sees two otters playing 

together at the opposite bank and he is determined to see them again… 

This book was amazing.  The only other book I have ever read that is like ‘Alone’ 

is ‘Kensuke's Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo, and I would rate ‘Alone’ so, so 

much higher.  Five stars from me! 

 

Dylan Sweet, age 12 

‘Alone’, the clue is in the name, a very tragic book which makes the reader really 

think about what life would be like in the jungle. It makes the reader pause and 

wonder what they would be capable of if they really tried. I think ‘Alone’ is a 

very exhilarating book which grips the reader from the very start.  

Sam is a young boy who finds himself stranded in the jungle and has to fend for 

himself. After several weeks of staying there, he pushes himself to the limit, 

making fire, catching fish and even talking ‘otter’.  It is an adventure book with 

several parts of action and humour threaded through it. I found ‘Alone’ a very 

interesting book to read and I recommend it for all readers from 11 plus, any 

gender. 

 

Abraham fisher, age 13 

Alone is a thrilling ‘Bear Grylls’ style book with a hurtling pace 

throwing us into a life or death situation. Overall 9/10 

 

 



 

Josh, age 14 

Great read, a brilliant and gripping survival story!  

This book was a brilliant read, and is gripping for the whole read. Action 

packed book and very interesting. Overall an action packed brilliant read. 

 

Rose Roberts, age 12 

‘Alone’ is the kind of book that zaps you into its world. You can't put 

it down, and even when you are doing something else, your mind is 

constantly thinking about what will happen. It was brilliant!  

So, Sam gets stranded on a beach, and not being a survival expert, finds it hard 

to survive. There are ups and downs and in several parts of the book, you truly 

think he is going to die - this helps to keep you trapped in Sam's world. It is an 

extremely good book, and is a survival story that I didn't find too scary... (Often 

these books scare me with the realism!) It was a great book - and I properly 

recommend it to anyone liking the survival stories. 

 

Emily Price, age 13 

I really enjoyed ‘Alone’ and I thought it was amazing.  The detail about 

what was happening was described very well and I could grasp of the story line 

although at times it was upsetting and emotional it was very realistic and I 

could imagine what it was like. Overall I recommend this book to 12 year olds 

and above. 

 

Great Torrington School 

‘Alone’ is a very tense book.  It’s one of those books you want to 

really finish, it’s so crazy!  There was one bit where he has to cross a 

swamp infested with killer mosquitoes.   I would highly recommend this book to 

fans of Bear Grylls and survival books.” 

 


