
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Archie Greene and the Magician’s Secret 
By D.D. Everest 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
Alice East, age 9 

This was an amazing book about a 

boy who has just turned 12.  One 

day he receives a book in the post 

with a set of special instructions.  

He has to travel to Oxford where he 

discovers the the magical side of his 

family he never kne w he had. 

I loved this book as it was packed with 

magic and it was never boring.  I rate 

this book 10 out of 10 and I am sure 

everyone else would too.   

The language is quiet simple but some of 

the magical creatures names are hard to 

pronounce. 

I would highly recommend this book to 

both boys and girls - especially those who 

enjoyed ‘Harry Potter’ and ‘Charlie Bone’ 

books.  I think children aged 7 - 10 would 

enjoy reading this book.  I am looking 

forward to reading more adventures 

about Archie Green. 

 

Matilda Greenacre, age 8 

A book about magical flying books!  

I loved this book, such a great idea for a story. Archie is a 12 year old boy that 

had different coloured eyes, and when he uncovers a family secret his 

adventures begin. Young ‘Harry Potter’ fans would love this book. 

 



 

 

William Longlands, age 10 

It kept me guessing and I wanted to keep reading it 10/10.  

10/10. The book is about a boy called Archie who gets a book on his twelth 

birthday with a special instruction to take it up to a bookshop in Oxford and 

then all sorts of strange things start happening.  

The book has lots of action including fighting and some humour. It kept me 

guessing and I wanted to keep reading it. It made me excited and curoius but 

wasn't scary.  

My favourite character was Archie as he was quite adventurous and didn't give 

up. I also liked the end because the bad magic gets defeated. 

I would recommend this book for people who like adventures. 

I would definately read further books in the series as this one was really good 

and written well. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

A book full of potions, magic spells, enchanted bookshelves, action 

and adventure.  I couldn't put it down. One of the best books I have 

read recently. Fantastic!  

This book was an exciting read. I thought it was funny that Archie had different 

coloured eyes; one green and one grey one! He received a strange package 

containing a box which contained a book, and that's where the story began. A 

book filled with magic, adventure, magical creatures, spells, potions and more. 

If you have read ‘Harry Potter’ I am sure you would like this too. I really 

enjoyed it and recommend it to boys and girls between the ages of about 7 to 11. 

 

Jake Norton, age 10 - St Paul's CE Primary School  

There have been lots of books written about young wizards, but what sets this 

head and shoulders above others is the characters. 

The hero is Archie Greene, he is a twelve year old boy who thanks to a mix up 

becomes involved in an ancient world of magic and mystery. It's filled with 

strange people and stranger situations. 

It's never predictable and is really well written. You believe in the hero and his 

journey of discovery. Without giving away any of the plot, all I am saying is if 

you are interested in well written, exciting and very funny books then this is 



 

 

definitely one for you. I would not be surprised if Archie's adventures 

make it onto the big screen. I love it! 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A fantastic, fantasy adventure set in an amazing magical world. I 

can’t wait to discover more of it!  

When Archie Green receives a mysterious parcel for his 12th birthday, he 

doesn’t expect to be sent off to stay with his strange cousins in Oxford.  This is 

just the beginning of Archie’s adventure in the very real world of magic.  The 

power of magic has been forgotten and lives only in people’s imagination but 

the knowledge of how to use it remains in the thousands of magical books held 

in the Museum of Magical Miscellany.  The books are guarded by the museum 

staff but the Greader’s, an evil association of magicians, are plotting to steal the 

Terrible Tomes, the most powerful magical books of all time, in order to achieve 

ultimate magical power.  But not all of the museum staff can be trusted.  

Someone or something has set off the hourglass timer in The Book of Reckoning 

and the minutes are counting down to the next Age of Magic.  Will it be a new 

Golden Age or will dark magic take over?  Archie turns out to be an apprentice 

bookbinder, a book-whisperer and a hero but will he be strong enough to resist 

the power of the Terrible Tomes or will they tempt him to the dark side? 

‘Archie Greene and The Magician’s Secret’ is a fantastic, fantasy adventure.  The 

magical world it creates is amazing, believable and has a real Harry Potter-like 

feel to it.  I would love to visit Quill’s Coffee and Chocolate House and travel 

through the shaft of light doorway into the museum where I would try the flying 

chairs and read all of the magical books.  I can’t wait to discover more of this 

world.  I loved it! 

 

Isobel Jeffries, age 8 

I live in Oxford and I wish that I could visit the Museum of Magical 

Miscellany. I hope that this is the start of a series of books as I would 

like to read more about Archie Greene and his cousins.  

I really enjoyed this book, the characters were believable and the story was 

exciting. The monsters were scary and I was surprised when we discovered who 

the villain was. I wish that this was the first part of a series of books as I would 

like to read more about the Museum of Magical Miscellany.  

 



 

 

Evie Gardner, age 10 

After a mysterious package turns up at Archie Greene's front door, he finds 

himself pushed violently into a world of magic, monsters...and books. Chosen as 

a bookbinder, he feels he must protect the book that was sent to him by Mr 

Horace Catchpole (from Folly and Catchpole)...but is it safe? Especially with the 

Greaders around in Oxford looking for the Terrible Tomes. 

My favourite character is Bramble because she is very beautiful and brave. She 

is helpful and aids Archie in every way she can, even when she could get into 

trouble. My least favourite charater is Woodbine because the description of him 

really creeped me out and he seems a bit crazy. 

This book sent tingles of excitement down my spine. It was intense 

and thrilling...I couldn't stop reading! I felt like I was in the book, playing 

a character. It was one of the best books I've ever read, with amazing 

description and talented illustrations. I would recommend this book to 8’s and 

over because it would be hard for younger children to understand. 

 

Alina Wraith, age 9 

‘Archie Green and the Magician’s Secret’ is a great book. It reminds 

me of ‘Harry Potter’.  

I liked it because it had a sense of excitement which made me want to read on. It 

is about a boy called Archie Green who has lived with his Gran ever since his 

Mum Dad and sister were drowned on a ship. He has lots of brilliant and 

exciting adventures with his cousins Bramble and Thistle after he gets sent a 

magic book.   He meets wizards and dark sorcerers and has dangerous and 

funny experiences.  I enjoyed reading this book.  Even though these comments 

are true I have to say it wasn`t the best book I have read.  It reminds me of 

‘Harry Potter’ but I think the ‘Harry Potter’ books are better. 

 

Ethan Douglas, age 9 

This is a book about a boy called Archie Greene who is the first book 

whisperer (someone who speaks to books) in 400 years. Archie is 

helped by his cousins, Thistle and Bramble. I enjoyed this book, it is 

exciting. With greaders on the case and not all of the seven terrible tomes 

recovered what can Archie do to save everyone? 

 



 

 

Evie Young, age 9 

A magical story full of magical creatures, mysteries and adventures. 

I loved it!  

Archie Greene is an orphan living with his nan but on his birthday a mysterious 

parcel turns up and Archie is told he must travel to Oxford and return the book. 

Archie discovers there is a world of magic and his cousins are Flame Keepers. 

He becomes an apprentice in the bookshop and discovers he is a book whisperer. 

Strange things start happening like a Flare Wolf popper mysteriously 

appearing. Archie and his cousins have to try to save the magical books but 

luckily the ‘Little Book of Blessings’ is there to help. 

I loved this book and can't wait to read more of Archie Greene's adventures 

 

Lucy Bridges, age 8 

I think this book is just about suitable for my age and Archie is not 

expecting a mysterious package that turns up on his front door.........  

He does not know that he is about to open an extraordinary family secret. I 

think children of my age will really really enjoy this book. 

 

James Harrison, age 11 

This book is so so so like ‘Harry Potter’ it is therefore Amazing!  

This is a book about a young magician named Archie Green. Archie gets a 

package on his birthday with a book inside. Then he is apprenticed by a 

bookbinder named Old Zeb but the book he is carrying is very dangerous. A 

Voldermort look-alike is coming back from the dead, except at the last moment 

Archie saves the day.  

 

 

   

  

  

  

   



 

 

 


