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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Destiny Maraj, age 13 

‘Belzhar’ had a really mysterious 

and emotional plot. It was a 

gripping novel and felt very realistic 

and I couldn't set it down. 

The characters came to life which I 

loved immensely. They were all 

fragile, like bombs waiting to 

explode and their stories were 

extremely upsetting. It had real life 

issues which made it all the more 

touching. 

‘Belzhar’ was cleverly written 

with fantastic description 

which made the story come to 

life. It has been one of the best 

books I've ever read! 

 

Poppy, age 15 

I thought that ‘Belzhar’ was really gripping and inventive, although 

some of it was a bit dark, it was still really enjoyable.  

I didn't like the swearing, but all in all it was good. 

 

John Redfern – Benfield School 

It was a slow start, but then it got better.  I wanted to know what 

had happened to Reeve which was so bad that his girlfriend ended 

up needing psychological help, this kept me reading. 

The book is set in a school for very clever teenagers who have emotional 



problems because of some traumatic event that’s happened to them.  There is a 

Special Topics in English class which only has five kids in it.  The class is a bit of 

a mystery because each year no one in the class talks about it except to say it 

changed their lives. The narrator, a girl called Jam, is in the class which is 

studying the author and poet Sylvia Plath.  The teacher also gives them each a 

special journal that they have to write in twice a week.  Slowly over the book we 

learn the stories of the five kids in the class and what happened to them, and we 

see how they start to adjust and get on with their lives.  I liked that the story of 

Jam and Reeve turned out different to what I expected at the start. 

 

Farah Alam  

‘Belzhar’ is an interesting read. It remains to be a reminder of how 

when something awful happens, that you don't just stop living. You 

can't just stop existing, refusing to engage with reality. You have to move on 

and come to terms with it, but not for the sake of others but for your own sake 

because you deserve just that. This is a book that shows exactly this.  Jam and 

her friends are doing exactly that and it's an interesting story of just how they 

do this.  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 12 

This book is about a school in which people with issues go to recover. A special 

topics English group are given a diary to write in. It follows their daily lives and 

struggles through their ups and downs. This book contains action, 

adventure, romance and tragedy. I would rate this book three out of five 

stars because I got a bit bored with the plot and guessed what was happening.  

Other people may love it but it wasn't my cup of tea.  

 

Rose Heathcote, age 15 

This book was amazing; I couldn't put it down and read it in a day.  

There was an unexpected magic element to the book but the main 

story was about loss and heartbreak.  

The main character, Jam, was affected by the loss of her boyfriend and because 

she couldn't bring herself to go back to school she ends up at boarding school for 

teenagers who have gone through emotional trauma.  The story takes Jam on a 

journey which helps her to deal with her loss and depression, it is written so 

well you feel like you are on the journey with her. There is a mix of sadness and 



happiness throughout the read.  I would definitely recommend the book to my 

family and friends, you must read it you won't be disappointed, I give this 5 

***** stars.   I enjoyed it so much I am going to read it again. 

 

Jenny Duffy, age 21 

Meg Woltizer’s novel is utterly gripping. Her characters are 

memorable and well written, and their struggles are handled in a 

sensitive and honest manner.  

Following the death of her boyfriend Reeve, Jam is sent to The Wooden Barn, a 

boarding school for ‘emotionally fragile, highly intelligent teenagers.’ At first 

Jam is reluctant – her roommate DJ seems strange, and she just wants time to 

grieve. But when she gets a place in the coveted and mysterious Special Topics 

in English class, things change.  The five students in the class have traumatic 

pasts and secrets, and seem to have been randomly selected. They are studying 

‘The Bell Jar’, Sylvia Plath’s famous autobiographical novel. But when they 

write in their journals, Jam and her fellow students are transported into an 

alternate universe they name Belzhar. 

Meg Woltizer’s novel is utterly gripping. Her characters are memorable and 

well written, and their struggles are handled in a sensitive and honest manner.  

The characters in the Special Topics class are an interesting group, and their 

growth throughout the novel is moving.  

It is a book about self-discovery and about accepting the past, which is what 

Jam eventually learns to do. The element of mystery makes for a very 

compelling read, as does Jam’s unreliability as a narrator – there are so many 

questions for the reader. What is Belzhar? What happened in Jam’s past? And 

what will happen when the students reach the end of their journals? ‘Belzhar’ is 

a compelling and creative book, and one I will definitely be re-reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


