
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Big Wish by Brandon Robshaw 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Ross Dawson, age 11 

Sam finds that he is able to fulfill the 

dream of all eleven year old boys - to 

wish for what he wants. Read on to 

find out how big his hopes grow.  

I waited for a long time to read 

this book, but it was worth it and 

I finished it in a day. My hands 

couldn't stop turning the pages, 

because Sam always seemed to have a 

dilemma to solve and always wanted 

to know the outcome. The story makes 

you think about greed and its 

consequences and the importance of 

making careful choices. I liked the 

way I was drawn into Sam's situation 

and able to understand his feelings as 

he went along. I hope that if I ever find 

myself in a situation where I can help 

others in the future, that I will do so in 

the same way that Sam did. 

 

Isaac, age 11 

Imagine if you had a MILLION wishes? Sam didn't have to imagine. Wishing 

upon a shooting star, he gains a million wishes! Find out how he copes in this 

funny and heartwarming book.  

Sam was an ordinary boy until one night he wishes upon a shooting star for a 

million wishes. Then the next morning, he wishes school wasn't for another 

hour, surprisingly, it worked! Realizing his dream has come true, he goes crazy 

with wishes, dreaming up pointless activities for him and his best friend Evan to 



 

 

entertain themselves. 

He also looks at big things that would change the world, but they turn into their 

own problems as you'll see as you go through the book. 

After disastrous and pointless wishes, Sam can't take it anymore. Having 

wishes was great, but there would be no excitement or anything to achieve in 

life.  

I loved this book because every page made me laugh, as the silly 

wishes Sam and Evan dreamed up were hilarious! Brandon has thought 

well about what children dream of, and put it into a fantastic book! My 

favourite part was when Sam accidently wished for a tiger, and as it described 

in the book it smelt pongy! 

If you enjoy books such as David Walliams and Roald Dahl, this is the book for 

you. All ages would enjoy this fantastically funny book. As I was gripped. This 

heartwarming book appeals to all ages. 

 

Isabelle Preston, age 10 

I liked this book because it has so much imagination and some 

philosophical bits.  

Meet Sam, an 11 year old boy, and his best friend, Evan. One evening Sam 

comes across a shooting star and it grants him a million wishes. Growing giant, 

growing small and coming within a micro-second of wishing the world would 

end!! I liked this book because it has so much imagination and some 

philosophical bits. My favourite part is when he wishes for super strong powers 

and smashes the school bully against the wall, but in the end, he learns a 

valuable lesson! 

 

Sarah-Jane Ryan  

Funny, imaginative adventure that shows how good intentions don’t 

always work out how you imagined even if you have the power of a 

million wishes at your disposal.  

Sam is a likeable eleven year old boy starting secondary school with the usual 

apprehension of the changes this involves.  His family are undergoing their own 

problems; his sister is always grumpy due to boyfriend issues, his father is 

facing redundancy, his mother is a failed artist, his little brother has constant 

nits whilst his best friend’s father is seriously ill. Suddenly Sam is granted one 



 

 

million wishes. At first he finds it fun being giant or miniature sized but the law 

of unintended consequences soon catches up with him. This is a funny and 

imaginative adventure aptly illustrating the quote, “the road to hell is paved 

with good intentions.” 

 

Grace Cuskeran, age 11 - St Colms High School Northern Ireland 

‘The Big Wish’ is an amazing adventure story about a boy called Sam 

who makes a wish on a shooting star for a million wishes.  He makes a 

lot of wishes, but not all of them turn out to be what he had hoped for.  I thought 

this was a brilliant adventure story and so exciting.  I would recommend 

it for readers age 9 and up. 

 

Alex Hall, age 9 

A boy sees a shooting star and he makes a wish for a million wishes. 

His wish comes true. He wishes for silly things as well as good things e.g. 

making water run up a hill. It is a funny story.  

A boy sees a shooting star and he makes a wish for a million wishes. The wish 

comes true and he can wish for anything he wants and it will happen. I liked the 

way the main character thinks, he wishes for silly things as well as good things, 

for example, making water run up a hill or wishing for tea and biscuits in his 

bedroom or wishing for a tiger in his bedroom (which he quickly wishes it will 

disappear). In the end, he wishes all the wishes away because he realised he 

didn't need them. His life was good and having wishes made his life pointless, he 

could win anything and get anything, and there were no surprises. The story 

is funny and I liked it a lot. 

 

Thomas Greenan, age 9 

If you like real life funny fiction then you will like this.  

‘The Big Wish’ is a good book overall. My favourite part was when the main 

character turns small and goes into his brother’s hair and kills all the nits with a 

sword. I also like it when he gets a mini orchestra to play for him in the 

morning. I think his brother Ben is really funny as he takes everything 

seriously. My favourite line is when Ben says “Eat him alive? They would be 

sent to prison if they ate him alive!” I’d give this book a rating of 9/10 as the 

ending was a bit disappointing. 



 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

Sam gets a million wishes when he wishes on a shooting star. He 

uses some of them wisely but soon learns that it isn't easy to use that 

many wishes. I really enjoyed this book. Highly recommend!  

Sam and his friend Evan were starting their first day at High School and 

straight away get picked on by bullies. Sam thinks life is unfair. While he is out 

walking with his Dad and their dog, he sees a shooting star and thinks about all 

the things he could wish for, but then he wishes for a million wishes! He didn't 

actually believe his wish would come true, but it does and he gets to wish for 

anything he wants. It might have started out exciting but Sam son releases that 

sometimes bad things happen even when you wish for something good. The 

funniest part is when Sam and Evan were shrunk down to ant size and then 

Sam wishes them big again (forgetting that their clothes won't fit, so they are 

naked)! This book made me think about making wishes and how things affect 

other people. I really enjoyed it. I read it in 2 nights as I wanted to find out what 

Sam would wish for next. Recommend to boys and girls. 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 9 

An awesomely funny book about a boy who gets what he wants…and 

a little bit more!  

Sam is just an ordinary boy  who wishes upon a star but he wishes for a million 

more wishes he has all sorts of crazy adventures-like growing tiny and growing 

big -even jumping off houses so all in all it’s…an awesomely funny book about a 

boy who gets what he wants…and a little bit more! I recommend this book for 

ages 8-10 boys and girls -so anybody can enjoy it.  I give it 8\10. 

 

Joshua Zinkin, age 10 

This book is very funny. I read it quickly because I wanted to find 

out what was going to happen next.  

Sam is out walking his dog when he sees a shooting star. He wishes he had a 

million wishes. When the next day he says he wishes it was an hour earlier, the 

clocks change back one hour, which he finds weird. Then he wishes he has a cup 

of tea and he finds one next to him. It is funny because some of the wishes are 

ridiculous, especially the one where Sam wishes that on a quiz show one team 

say custard and the other team say bum as the answer! 



 

 

 

www.MinervaReads.com 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A million wishes is a lot but they don’t always turn out as you expect 

in this funny story. What would you wish for?  

When Sam’s wish on a shooting star comes true, he thinks he’s the luckiest boy 

in the world. He has a million wishes and he can do anything he likes with them. 

He has lots of fun but the wishes don’t always turn out as he expects. His wishes 

help people but they can also hinder them. Sometimes he’s a bit short-sighted 

and sometimes he wastes his wishes too. He needs to make sure he thinks each 

wish through but sometimes he doesn’t and the results can be catastrophic like 

the time he made everyone else in the world disappear or when he was very 

nearly eaten by a tiger. Will Sam use all of his wishes selfishly, for his own 

benefit, or will he try to be charitable and help others? A million wishes is a lot. 

What would you wish for? 

I really enjoyed this book. I liked seeing how Sam’s wishes turned out and what 

he used them for. It made me think about what I would do with a million wishes. 

A great story! 

 

Ethan Blease, age 9 

I thought this was a very well-written, hilarious book. I enjoyed it 

non-stop from beginning to end.  

This is an amazing book about a boy called Sam and his best friend, Evan. 

When Sam sees a shooting star he wishes for a million wishes. As he starts using 

his wishes he realises things don't always go to plan. All the chapters end on a 

cliff-hanger and you just want to read more. The author, Brandon Robshaw, 

kept me guessing until the very end! 

I thought this was a very well-written, hilarious book. I enjoyed it non-stop 

from beginning to end. I found it exciting trying to guess what Sam would wish 

for next and how the wish would turn out. This book flows well and I found it 

easy to read; I would reccommend it to confident readers who are looking for a 

funny, descriptive book. If you had a million wishes what would you wish for? 

 

 



 

 

Isaac Miller, age 9 

 ‘The Big Wish’ is an awesome, hilarious, humourous book by the 

amazing...Brandon Robshaw! In this imaginative book a boy, by the name of 

Sam, gets more than he bargains for when he wishes for a thousand wishes, 

such as: a power-tool man, massive burgers, hulk strength and more. 

This book is mainly set around lots of different parts of Sam's local area. I think 

the settings are described really well and give you a clear picture of what is 

happening: “I saw another ant fall over in flames from Evans bazooka!" This is 

a masterpiece from the imagination. If you haven't purchased this 

book yet you are missing out on one of the greatest stories in the 

whole of children's literature! 

 

Cameron Lobban, age 10 

Beware what you wish for!  

There is a boy who does not have the best life and things often go wrong. A 

meteor crash lands in front of them and he decides to make a wish. His wish is 

for a million wishes, which sounds great but it is not. Things start out good but 

then go wrong. Every child would love to have loads of wishes but this book 

shows that nothing is that easy. I loved this book and found it funny. 

Every wish was better to read than the last. If you have ever wanted to 

have even one wish then this might put you off. 

 

 


