
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Book of Storms by Ruth Hatfield 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

What a fantastic book! 

Gripping, exciting, 

mysterious and impossible to 

put down.  

When Danny wakes up to find his 

parents gone he thinks that they’re 

just out chasing storms as usual 

but then strange things start to 

happen.  He finds a stick from an 

old sycamore tree which was 

struck by lightening and when he 

holds the stick he can hear plants 

and animals talk.  Danny tries to 

use this, and his parents secret 

storm diary, to find them but he is 

being stalked by the sinister 

Sammael.  Sammael almost looks 

human but he can move at the 

speed of the wind and walk on 

water.  He takes peoples souls in 

exchange for wishes.  He wants to control all of the storms in order to wipe out 

humans but he needs all of the taros (like Danny’s stick) to do this.  The diary 

leads Danny to The Book of Storms and Sammael follows but he can’t kill Danny 

himself, Death works by the rules and she won’t allow it.  Danny doesn’t know 

who he can trust but he knows he needs to find The Book of Storms if he’s ever 

going to see his parents again. 

What a fantastic book!  It was absolutely gripping, brilliant to read aloud and 

impossible to put down.  I loved it when Danny first heard the house plants talk 

and Mitz the cat was really funny.  It was exciting, mysterious and really well 

written.  The best book I’ve read in ages! 



 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 9 

Loved this book, even though it was a bit scary! Great adventure 

with lots of twists.  

I enjoyed this book, it was scarier than I thought it would be but I didn't read it 

at night! It was not the type of book I would normally read but I loved the 

mystery and adventure. It left you wondering throughout the book, what was 

going to happen next? I enjoyed the talking cat Mitz. I like the way it is written 

with the chapters changing between Danny and Sammael's story and I 

especially liked the ending! 

 

Annaum, age 9  

I  enjoy this book as Danny’s parents got lost.  I was terrified of what had 

happened to his parents.  I was eager to find out what would Danny do finally.  

Finally I unraveled the story.  I loved it. 

I wish there was a part two of it.  I love the experience of Danny’s chases 

and what he has to take upon himself.  Danny has to bestow upon his bearer 

unnering powers that is the Sycamore trees heart.  

 

Ellen McTeague 

St. Colm’s High School, Draperstown Northern Ireland 

This was a brilliant story and I could not put it down.  The novel 

centres round Danny who is a typical eleven year old boy.  His world gets 

turned upside-down when his parents, who are Storm Chasers, do not return 

home after a particularly bad storm.   

Danny sets off to find them accompanied by a Taro (a magical stick which 

allows him to talk to animals and plants) and his neighbour’s cat, Mitz. 

Unknown to Danny, the Taro is highly valuable to an ancient figure from the 

past.  Sammael is a very dark figure and a buyer of souls and he is one to be 

reckoned with.  And so begins Danny’s dangerous journey to find his parents 

and unveil the secrets behind the Book of Storms. 

I am looking forward to more novels by Ruth Hatfield. 

 

 



 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

A really exciting book about an 11 year old boy called Danny who's 

parents are storm chasers. After a massive storm one day he finds a 

fragment of wood from an old tree and here begins his adventure!  

Danny has to be daring when his parents don't come home one day after a 

storm (they are storm chasers). He finds a stick from an old tree which turns 

out to be a taro, and when he holds it he can hear and speak to plants and 

animals. He encounters an ancient dark figure called Sammael who will do 

anything to get his hands on the ‘Book of Storms’. Danny has to be very brave 

and overcome his fears to try to find his parents and unravel the secret of the 

book. Will he find them? Read this to find out! I couldn't put this book down and 

would highly recommend it to anyone over the age of 9. 

 

Rachel Galbraith, age 10 

If you like full on fantasy with many animals, this book is for you.  

Danny's parents are obsessed with storms. One night, there's a rather vicious 

storm, they go out to investigate, and never return. Danny is able to speak with 

the animals after holding on to a stick which had been struck by lighting. Danny 

uses this power to try and track down his parents but soon runs into trouble 

when Sammael wants to get Danny's stick. 

I found ‘The book of Storm’s a little daunting when I first started reading it and 

wasn't sure I was going to like it. Although I did in enjoy this book towards the 

middle. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

‘Book of Storms’ is a story about an eleven year old boy who sets out 

to find his lost storm-chaser parents. I didn't find the tale very 

engaging and wouldn't recommend it.  

‘The Book of Storms’ is a tale of Danny, an eleven year old boy who has parents 

who are storm chasers. On one dark stormy night, Danny's parents don't come 

home. At first Danny assumes they are just late and will be back soon, but they 

don't return, and Danny finds that the storm which has taken his parents has 

also left something for him: a stick, a taro that allows him to speak to nature 

when he holds it. 

After convincing next doors cat Mitz to join him, Danny sets out in search of his 



 

 

parents but a cruel, dark figure will do anything to stop him finding the Book of 

Storms, the key to recovering his parents... 

I thought ‘Book of Storms’ would be more exciting than it actually was. Overall I 

found the plot too slow and although it was quite intriguing to start with it 

didn't hold my interest. I liked the character of Mitz the cat but she wasn't in the 

story as much as I would have liked and the rest of the characters were less 

interesting – I didn't feel very involved in their struggle. 

I don't think I would read it again. 

 

Cara McIlroy, age 12 

Danny wakes up to an empty house. He cannot find his parents and 

thinks that they have gone storm chasing.  He soon realises they 

have disappeared and it is up to him to find out what has happened.  

An eleven year old boy awakens to a dark and empty house with no one there. 

When he looks out his window he realises that there has been a thunderstorm. 

He finds a branch which enables him to talk to nature. The old tree in Danny's 

back garden warns him of a person called Sammael and that he is evil. What 

Danny doesn't know is that Sammael is following his every move and has set 

out to kill Danny. Sammael arranges this with Abel Korsakof, an old man that 

has the book of storms. This is the book that Danny needs in order to find his 

parents. Danny knows that his parents have met this man, but he needs to get 

the book of storms if he is to save his parents, defeat Sammael and survive. I 

enjoyed reading this book and from the minute I started it I found it hard to put 

down. Every chapter is packed with adventure and I like Danny because he sets 

out to find his parents and he won't let allow anyone to stop him. I would 

encourage any person aged 10 onwards to read this. The only criticism that I 

have of this book is that I found a section of the book hard to understand as so 

much was going on. There wasn't enough evidence to say who was being talked 

about in the book. At the beginning the story changes scenes from Danny in the 

real world to the tree and Sammael and it is hard to follow the speaker. 

However I think that this book is full of suspense and a sensational 

read. 

 

Aimee Goldblum, age 9 

I give this book 7/10 because some of the parts in the book didn't 

make sense, but overall I liked the book. 



 

 

It's about a boy named Danny who finds himself being able to talk to nature but 

as the storm the night before took away his parents, Danny decides to use his 

power to bring them back. 

I liked this book because really it was one big mystery, it also had a lot of magic.  

Good and evil are difficult to tell apart which makes it more mysterious for the 

reader. Sadly, there are quite a lot of deaths, even a near death for Danny, 

which was unexpected.  

There were some weird characters in this book, from Sammael and Abel 

Korsakof to Danny and Apple the horse, but my favourite has to be Shimny, a 

piebald whose name Danny only discovers midway through the book.  

If you read the ‘Book of Storms’ I hope you enjoy it. 

 

Aimee Sweet, age 13 

This story features a young boy called Danny, in England. It is dark, and Danny 

sits, waiting for his parents to come back. He can hear the wind howling, and 

can see lightning outside his window. Danny is scared, but trusts his parents to 

come back, like they always do. When they don't come back, Danny's whole time 

line begins to unravel and he learns things he never knew before... 

As the book progressed, I began to like Danny's character more and more- his 

courageous and caring manner always gives me hope, even when hope is 

supposedly lost. Every chapter seems to reveal yet another twist, which 

makes the book more interesting. From lethal dogs, to a twig that 

can talk, this book is very original and I definitely recommend it to 

boys around 11+. If you like Percy Jackson or Harry Potter, this novel is for you. 

The publisher is Hot Key Books and I give it a 3 out of 5. 

 

Hannah, age 13 

This was a great read! Gripping and exciting, it kept me reading for 

hours on end.  

I really enjoyed this book and loved the way it was written. It’s different to the 

books I usually read but I liked it and I am glad that I did read it. It has an 

interesting story which is unique and unlike any other that I know of. It’s 

gripping and often kept me wanting to read on for a long time. It was both 

mysterious and exciting. I would definitely recommend this book as one to read 

and I’m sure many readers will enjoy it. All in all, a great book! 



 

 

Alice East, age 10 

‘The Book of Storms’ is a book about a young boy who has parents who's hobby 

is to chase storms.  On night they chase a massive storm and end up missing.  

All that is left behind is an old notebook with records of all the storms that they 

have chased in the past. 

Danny finds a magic stick that allows him to talk to nature.  With only this stick 

and his neighbours cat for company he sets off on an adventure in search of his 

missing parents. 

This book was really interesting to read as it was very different.   I 

have never read a story based on the weather before.  This made it really 

interesting and exciting to read. 

I would recommend it boys and girls who like adventure stories that are a little 

bit different! 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 12 

Although I don't really read books like this, it was well written, 

though not my style.  

‘Book of Storms’ is about a boy whose parents, one night, went missing, he finds 

a charred stick in his garden which will become his most treasured possession. 

Follow Danny on his run from Sammael, the man who owns nature's own coat, 

and to his parents, using only his charred stick, a million year old book, and a 

piebald pony to do it. 

Read the book of storms to find out whether Danny discovers the truth about his 

surroundings and finds his parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   


