
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Book by John Agard 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Adiella Norridge, age 10 

BOOK is a fun history of the book 

(or the story) from its beginnings in 

the ancient world to the ebooks of 

today.  

It was fun to read, mainly because of the 

style: instead of being presented like a 

regular non-fiction book, BOOK is told by 

Book himself. 

I learned a lot from this short book: 

about how they made writing/printing 

materials in different periods of history, 

and even how books smelled differently in 

different centuries! 

BOOK gives you an overview of the 

history of the book and shows you how 

each reinvention of the book is part of its 

development and how each one, like the 

printing press and the public library, has 

produced new groups of readers. 

 

Dylan Sweet, age 11 

'My name is Book and I'll tell you the story of my life. In good time you will be 

haring about clay tablets, the invention of the alphabet, parchment, manuscripts 

that light up, libraries and all that kind of stuff. But my story goes even further 

back.' 

This book trails right from when there were no books, paper or the alphabet.  It 

is an interesting non fiction book that tells us how books began and they 

developed throughout history. It is produced in an imaginative way with 



 

 

different fonts and picture. I learnt a lot from this book and will always dip 

back into it for interesting quotes. 

My favourite time for books is when people wrote on clay tablets as it was very 

intriguing and shocked me. But I didn't like the idea that parchment used up 

animal skin as 200 sheep made one bible! 

My favourite quote is very old but it is by a Palestinian rabbi called Akiba Ben 

Joseph: 'the paper burns but the words flies away'. 

I love this book because I've always liked books but not known their 

history. This books tells you. I hope you enjoy reading this book. 

 

William longlands, age 10 

10/10 - Very, very, very informative and well written.  

I liked the way it was written in Book's own words and I liked his character. It 

was just the right length for me, if it had gone on longer it might have become 

boring. I never knew about all the stages the book went through. I didn't know 

that papyrus wasn't actually that strong so you had to be careful when rolling 

the scrolls. 

 

William’s Mum  

A whimsical book which is as interesting for adults as for children. I 

have a reasonable knowledge of history but still learnt new information. I was 

impressed that it covered darker aspects of the book's history such as book 

burnings. The quotes were very well chosen and not necessarily the most 

obvious ones. 

 

Traviss Chaytors, age 11 

A fun and easy way to learn about the books we read…  

‘Book’ is a very funny way to introduce younger readers to the history behind 

the books we read. I was quite interested in how the book began and changed 

over time and its story was told in an easier way, much better than sitting 

through a history lesson! I really liked the ending where the author makes a 

joke about e books but says they can also live alongside books as well. My Mum 

has also read the book and loves the famous quotes at the end. 

 



 

 

 

Isabel Kardos-Stowe,  age 10 

‘Book’ is about the history of books and told by Book himself!  It is 

factual but told by the book himself, this makes it slightly less like you're reading 

a non-fiction book. It takes you through the ages: stories of clay tablets and 

papyrus on scrolls to parchment and turning pages, to now, with e-books on 

tablets.  

I like this book because it is original, there is no other book like it. I 

also think the title is clever and it made me want to read the book. My 

favourite part of the book is when Book talked about the invention of printing 

press because it was very interesting. I also liked the fact that every now and 

then there was a poem or a quote. My favourite quote was, " Your life is a piece 

of clay; don't let anyone else mould it for you,"  

I think anyone over the age of seven could read it. It was very quick to read. I 

would give it a 6/10. 


