
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Borrowers by Mary Norton 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Leoni Williams, age 8 

The whole time me and my mum were 

reading this book I was thinking 'aw 

they're so cute' or 'that's cool. I wish I could 

do that'  

I wish there really was little tiny 

people living under the floor in my 

house and I wish I was the person who 

found them. I've even got a doll house they 

could live in, and it's got tiny furniture! 

I loved the film and I loved the book 

just as much. When my mum was having 

my little sister and she asked me what I'd 

like to call her I wanted to call her Arrietty 

Mariella. It would have been nice if we 

could have been Borrowers together. 

 

Leoni’s mum - 

Growing up ‘The Borrowers’ was one 

of my favourite books and reading it again with my daughter was a 

lovely experience. There's something very exciting about little people living 

in your house 'borrowing' things. I remember as a child (with an overactive 

imagination) when something went missing thinking we had Borrowers and 

searching the house for hours just incase, in the hope I might actually see one. It 

also gave me lots of ideas for making things for myself out of bits and pieces 

lying around. I'd think to myself 'here's a button. What could I use this for? 

What would a Borrower make out of it?' 

A truly magical, wonderful story with a happy ending and I'm glad I 

got to read it again. 



 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

‘The Borrower’s was a great book. I loved the characters and their 

personalities. The plot was great and it kept you guessing until the end when 

there was a twist. This book is about Borrowers who are the height of a cup and 

who borrow things from the 'human beans'. The story is all about the families of 

the Borrowers. They are spotted by a human bean and the story unfolds when 

they are found. This book was exciting; it contained action and adventure.   Five 

out of Five stars. 

 

Joseph Harris-Hart, age 12 

A book set in the olden days , as it was before computers.  I read it 

together with my mum and sister and really enjoyed it.  

This is a book about a family of very small people called borrowers, the families 

are named after the part of the house they live in. 

This story is about the Clock family Pod, Homily and Arrietty. One day Pod 

takes Arrietty out borrowing, while they are borrowing Arrietty goes out of her 

dads sight and a giant sees her [a boy] and Arrietty acts like she is the big one. 

I would rate this book 6/10 . 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12 – www.Jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

A great read for all of the family, young or old. I loved it!  

I really enjoyed reading this book with my family, even though it is an old book. 

I am glad Puffin books are releasing some older stories again. 

It is about a tiny family called the Clocks. They live under the floorboards 

behind the kitchen clock in an old house. Everything they need they get from the 

house above them. The story tells of their adventures as they struggle to survive. 

My favourite character is Arrietty who is 12 (like me) because even though she is 

small she has a big impact in the story and was funny too. 

When she meets the boy, next to the cherry blossom tree, she acts as if she is ten 

times bigger than him but he is the giant! 

 

Jasmine and Josepth’s Mum 

A magical story set in a time when computers, mobile phones and such didn't 



 

 

exist.  

I read this for the first time along with my children. It was a good book to read 

out loud and I enjoyed "doing the voices." 

Homily, Pod and their daughter Arrietty are a family of little people living 

underneath the floor of an old house.They get up to exciting adventures whilst 

going up through a hole by the old kitchen clock to scavenge for their food and 

home comforts. 

The story is about Arrietty becoming a borrower and her parents guiding her 

through the difficult and dangerous art of borrowing. When they are "seen" by 

the giants of the house, life becomes more uncertain for them and Pod wants to 

move out into the country much to his wife's horror. 

I liked the way they adapted the giant world's things for their own purposes too. 

Releasing this book again for today's generation of children to enjoy 

is a great idea and will fire their imaginations. I may have missed it the 

first time round but have had the pleasure of reading it with my family. 

I wonder if the TV series I watched as a child, 'The Land of The Giants' was 

inspired by this book? 

 

Adiella Norridge, age 10 

‘The Borrowers’ draws you into a world of imagination: if I was tiny 

how would I live? This is the whole idea that I love.  

I love the whole idea behind ‘The Borrowers’: mini people and their world, and I 

especially enjoy the intricate descriptions of the rooms occupied by the 

Borrowers, with postage stamps used as pictures to be hung on the living room 

walls, wallpaper constructed from old letters and matchbox chests of drawers. 

It draws you into a world of imagination: If I was tiny what would I use to 

furnish my home? How would I live? What would my relationship with the 

human occupants of the house be like? I like that whole kind of idea that the 

book creates. My favourite character is Arrietty: she is very adventurous and 

doesn't let anyone stand in her way. She is not restricted by the anxieties and 

worries of Homily, her mother. 

 

Adiella’s Mum  

I liked these stories as a child and remember owning and reading the 

series. Coming back to them decades later I'm still struck by how 



 

 

well the world of the Borrowers is created, and how convincing the tiny 

people are. Like Adiella, I love the careful detail with which their world is 

constructed. The stories remind me of a series we read with the children a few 

years ago, ‘Tumtum and Nutmeg’, which is based on a similar premise -- tiny 

occupants behind the skirting boards borrowing/stealing from the house, and 

whose presence is not known or sensed by the adults, but I find the Borrowers 

more engaging and better characterized, and the drama is more heightened, 

creating more genuine tension and concern. The stories have aged very well, 

and don't seem very old-fashioned. 

 

Mairi Bauer, age 10 

Adventures of little people under the floor boards.  

I found this book quite difficult to read because it had too many tricky words 

which made it difficult to understand the story.  I have seen the film and it looks 

like a good story, so I might try it again when I am a bit older. 

 

Susanna and Matthew Wagstaff, age 12 

A fun book that is suitable for all ages that tells the adventures of a 

family who are only a few inches tall!  

‘The Borrowers’ is a fun book that is suitable for all ages; my Dad and I both 

read and enjoyed it. The reason we both enjoyed it so much is because it lets you 

see the world from an entirely different perspective. The story is all about a 

family of tiny people who live under a kitchen clock and ‘borrow’ items from the 

house around them in order to live day to day. (Can you imagine how scary 

human beings are if you’re only a couple of inches tall?) Everything is working 

out just fine until the daughter goes ‘borrowing’ for the first time and is seen by 

a human! Overall, we both recommend this story as it is sure to appeal to 

everyone who enjoys a light-hearted but fun story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


