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Jessica Anderson, age 13 

A page turning adventure fantasy 
thriller with a very unexpected twist at 
the end. A fantastic read!  

Burning Midnight is an adventure fantasy 
thriller book with an unpredictable twist set 
in America. Magical and mysterious spheres 
suddenly start appearing all around the 
world. People soon learn that if you have two 
spheres of the same colour – vermillion, mint, 
chocolate, canary and forest green to name a 
few – they give you qualities and enhance 
you, maybe making you stronger, giving you 
amazing hearing, making you good at 
holding your breath. No one knows where 
these spheres have come from or even how 
they work. However, what they do know if 
that these sphere alter their DNA, changing 
the person seemingly for the better. 

Sully is a seller of the spheres in a flea market 
and he struggles to find spheres until Hunter 
comes along with her mysterious secrets, and 
suddenly his whole world gets turned upside 
down. 

This book has really surprised me, as I don’t usually enjoy fantasy so I was 
really not sure about it when I received it. This book really is an exception as I 
could not put it down – I read it one afternoon. It captured my imagination and 
it was easy to visualise what was happening throughout the book.  I found 
myself easily relating to the different characters and their personalities.   

Overall, this is a fantastic read and is actually one of my favourite books! 

 



 

Josh Curtis, age 13 

I really enjoyed reading this book, it is absolutely amazing, it is so 
good how they find spheres and get famous in the end. The characters in this 
book are very well presented and overall I absolutely love this book!! 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson 

This book is about spheres which basically give you super powers e.g. the ability 
to speed read. I really enjoyed how modern the book felt. Some of the language 
and topics is what I talk/discuss with my friends. The concept and plot was 
totally unique and unexpected. The book had lots of plot twists to it as well 
which I enjoyed. The characters were great and I liked how you got a brief back 
story about them. Overall I would rate this book five out of five stars.  

 

Izzy Read, age 15 

An awesome sci-fi novel that went above and beyond my 
expectations!  

‘Burning Midnight’ is set in the near future where spheres exist. They can give 
you a varying range of abilities if burnt- that’s if you can find, or afford them. 
Sully is a 17-year-old sphere dealer that is very nearly broke, so when he and a 
girl named Hunter, start searching for spheres, they both need a big break. But 
they never expected what was to come… 

This book has a very simple concept but my, is it cunningly ingenious! I loved 
the range of characters, their backgrounds and the world it was created in. I 
mean who can resist the idea of being able to effortlessly gain abilities simply by 
holding spheres to your head? I certainly could do with a few of those!  

 

Francesca Hughes, age 13 

I loved this refreshing Young-Adult novel that was set in a familiar world that 
was home to some unfamiliar objects. Sully, Dom, Hunter and Mandy are 
likeable characters with an incredible story to tell. Different coloured spheres 
contain different super powers, the rich burn them, the poor and curious sell 
and hunt them. The interested research and collect them. They’ve captured the 
World but, how did they get there?  This epic page-turner deals with some 
timeless questions - Are some things too good to be true? Can people 
change? Are power and wealth really worth it? 

 

 



 

Natalie Hunter, age 14  

I loved this book and really enjoyed reading it. I found the book very 
gripping and what happened towards the end shocked me 
completely. I definitely recommend it!  

I loved this book and really enjoyed reading it. In the book there are spheres 
hidden all over the world. Burning a pair improves you in some way- a pair of 
mustard spheres improves you IQ, a pair of slate grey spheres improve your 
singing ability. The main characters are Sully, a sphere dealer at a flea market, 
Hunter, a sphere hunter, and two of Sully's friends Dom and Mandy.   

I found the book very gripping and what happened towards the end shocked me 
completely. I definitely recommend it! 

 

Chloe Shortall, age 19 

Packed with action and plot twists, it was a captivating read. I 
would recommend this novel to young adult readers.  

Sully is a sphere dealer. Hunter is a sphere hunter. Together they make the 
perfect team for finding spheres. Spheres can be sold for millions. People would 
pay high amounts of money to burn the spheres. Once burned, they can make 
you taller, better looking, more skilled at maths. The rarer spheres hold rarer 
improvements, and of course, are more expensive. Sully and Hunter are on a 
search for a big one, a sphere that could earn them enough to stop hunting and 
life comfortably for life. But when they do find a rare sphere, they have to do 
their best to keep it out of the hands of Alex Holliday, a ruthless sphere collector 
who would do anything for a sphere as rare as the one Sully and Alex found. 

I really enjoyed this novel. Packed with action and plot twists, it was a 
captivating read. I would recommend this novel to young adult readers. 
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Ofelia Tavares, age 13 

I thought the book was phenomenal and I would definitely 
recommend it. It was addictive and a great page turner. I thought the 
storyline was new and engaging and a brilliant plot. I loved the range 
of characters and their different personalities. Sully was a great character, 
someone you easily relate to and it was obvious when he took things a step to 
far. I also liked Dom’s character, he was light and funny and the ideal best 
friend. Hunter was an extremely complicated character and I felt she was 
detached. My views of her changed dramatically during the book although I 
always felt she was a good person. Throughout the book I agreed with Mandy 



 

as I also felt an underlying doubt about the marbles but also about Hunter’s 
sanity. I thought the book highlighted human weaknesses and displayed our 
tendency to repeat mistakes. Although the book often took a more serious note it 
was funny at times. I think this would make and great film and I would love for 
there to be a sequel. 

 

Emily Passmore, age 15 

An interesting book, with good characters which has a slow start but 
gets into a good pace soon. I felt involved with the characters, and 
the storyline was original and different.  

It took me a while to get into the book, but around the middle section, I really 
got into it. However, I felt the ending was a little out of nowhere and was too 
different from the rest of the book for me to take it seriously. All the characters 
felt real, and I could believe in them, and I did enjoy the world which was 
created in the book. Overall, I would recommend reading the book, but it wasn't 
one of the best books of the genre I have read. 

 

Farah Alam 

I enjoyed the overall concept of the book and the book was action 
packed but the ending left me unsatisfied. The characters were 
interesting and it was nice to see characters develop as the book progressed.  

 

Lauren Coffman, age 16 

Sully sells spheres at his local market. It is an old profession and he works 
increasingly hard to locate and collect them, as he now has to compete with the 
sphere chain stores like Alex Holliday’s to pay the rent for him and his mum. So 
when he meets Hunter, a girl with a sixth sense when it comes to spheres, it 
seems like a partnership made in heaven. As they begin to search together what 
they find on their journey shocks them, excites them, and changes their life like 
never before. 

This book has all the elements of a typical dystopian novel, full of excitement, 
thrills and romance, but the storyline and the idea of the spheres makes it a 
unique and enthralling read. It added something extra, something different 
to the normal dystopian novel I know and do love, and I can safely say I could 
not put it down. One of the best books I have read in ages, so I would 
highly recommend. 


