
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
A Cage of Roots by Matt Griffin 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Martin, age 10 

Very atmospheric, dark and spooky. 

The opening chapter gripped me and 

then the later ones scared me - don't 

read it alone and in the dark!  

I wasn't sure about this book when I first 

started reading it - it's not normally the kind 

of book I would pick up but the first chapter 

had great descriptions and lots of drama. It 

really made me want to read on. 

The plot is kept quite secret throughout and 

you don't find out what is really going on right 

until the very end. This kept me reading on 

and on - sometimes I couldn't put the book 

down. 

I really liked the main character of Ayla and 

her three uncles are really funny. The story is 

quite supernatural and lots of strange things 

going on - you need to really concentrate to 

understand what has happened. 

You'd definitely have to be brave to read this book. I wouldn't recommend it to 

anyone who scares easily! 

 

Sylvie Williams, age 9 

If you like stories to be dark, slightly scary and include legends and 

magic, you will love this book!  

 ‘A Cage of Roots’ is about a group of friends, Benvy, Sean and Finny, and the 

way they work together to save another friend, Ayla. Ayla is not an ordinary 

girl, and her uncles are not ordinary uncles – they are giants, kept alive by 



 

 

magic for thousands of years. When Ayla is taken deep underground by evil 

beings, her friends and uncles team up to try and save her, but it’s not easy.  

I did have to look up several words but didn’t mind. I found that I kept reading 

because I wanted to see what happened next, and because I liked the characters, 

especially Benvy, and wanted them to be OK! This is sometimes quite a scary 

book, the pictures are dark and add to the feeling of dread you have for Ayla 

and her friends. Spirals keep appearing in the story (and in pictures, and on the 

front cover), they made me think about the way the characters travel through 

lands that are all Ireland, sort of on top if itself, but at different times. And just 

when the story seems to be over, the friends have to go back to the start… 

I think if you like books that keep you turning the page, maybe a bit scary and 

with magic too, like the ‘Cirque du Freak’ books by Darren Shan, you will enjoy 

reading this book. 

 

Amie Coffman, age 11 

This is book is quite frightening so I would only recommend it for those who like 

scary books! 

The book is about a girl called Ayla who grew up in an orphanage until she was 

taken in by her uncles.  Ayla is kidnapped and imprisoned in a cage 

underground.  Her friends try desperately to save her and in doing so discover 

a big secret about her family and her life.  The story was very exciting and 

I was eager to read to the end to find out Ayla’s fate. 

The story was original and the illustrations fantastic! 

  

Shannon McCloskey 

Ayla is a young girl who is an orphan.  When her three uncles rescue her from a 

New York orphanage, her friends Benvy, Sean and Finny are put to the test!  

 Her uncles are some type of humans who are three thousand years old and they 

have lots of power.  Ayla is buried alive, but can her friends Benvy, Sean and 

Finny save her from the cage of roots and from the evil goblins in the ground? 

I loved this story, I had not read this author before but I will look out 

for more from him. 

 

 



 

 

Tom White, age 11 

Scary, Creepy, Amazing!  

This book is truly amazing. It is a great representation of a children’s horror 

book. I would recommend it to anyone who is in to scary books. 

 

Sue Wilsher 

Full of mystery and magic, ‘A Cage of Roots’ is a story rich in Irish 

folk law and legend.  For those familiar with these stories, this will add to the 

reader’s enjoyment of the book; for those who are not (like me), it doesn’t 

detract from the story and it may well open the door to this wealth of 

fascinating tales!  

The opening is haunting. Through intense writing, you share Ayla’s sense of 

fear, desperation and suffocation as she is trapped underground. This strong 

beginning is then maintained by a plot which is well paced and peppered with 

dark, brooding illustrations. The dark nature of the story is balanced by strong 

messages of love, loyalty and friendship in the form of Ayla’s friends and her 

‘uncles’, even when betrayal is at hand. 

Although I found the passages above ground in the ‘real world’ less satisfying, 

the underground scenes are well imagined and compelling. The ending is set up 

for a sequel and it will be interesting to see where the majority of the action in 

the next book takes place. 

A book for older children, particularly those who enjoy a thrill of 

fear! 

 

Eleanor Cookdale, age 10 

An interesting book with a complicated start which becomes full of action as the 

story progresses.  

An unusual first chapter which gets your interest. However the next few 

chapters were slow to develop the story which put me off slightly. When the 

action did start though, I got much more submerged in the story and really 

enjoyed it. I liked the character of Benvy as she was brave and knew her true 

self. Finding out who was the traitor was a real hair pin bend in the plot! It 

was a satisfying ending but open ended and I hope there will be 

another book to tell you what happened. 

 



 

 

Fiona Sutherland, age 11 

This book was really tense but some the Irish names threw me a little 

bit. At the end I really wanted to find out what would happen next.  

This book was one of the most tense books I have ever read because you kept 

changing person to person just as they get into a dilemma. The Irish names 

were a bit hard to read and say aloud. At the very end of the novel they went 

back into the scary cave and the book ends there so I want there to be a sequel to 

find out what happens next. This book is about a girl who is the key to the world 

and she gets kidnapped and they nearly succeed with it before her friends come 

in and saves the day! 

 

Gabriel Phelan, age 11 

‘A Cage of Roots’ is a very gripping, exciting and magical novel. It is 

very intriguing and a real page-turner.  

The story is set in an average town in Ireland called Kilnabracka.The main 

character is a New Yorker called Ayla who moved to Ireland to live with her 

three uncles: Lann, Fergus and Taig. 

The story starts with Ayla having a terrible nightmare and then waking up to 

find out that it is true. Her friends: Finny, Sean and Benvy set out on a journey 

to try and rescue Ayla with the help of her giant-like uncles. Will they save Ayla, 

all will she be trapped forever? 

My favourite part of the story is when they try to save Ayla from becoming a 

foul beast like the beasts that withhold her - using magical weapons. 

This book is a mythical story with loads of twists and turns on the way. 

I would recommend this book to kids at the age of about 11-13, as it does have a 

tiny bit of inappropriate language in it.  

I rate this book 10/10 because I really enjoyed it. 

 

Henry Smith, age 10 

An exciting and thrilling book that will keep you gripped until the 

last page!  

I really enjoyed this book because it kept me guessing at every page what would 

happen next.  



 

 

The fantasy characters were mixed with some real life places which made it 

easier to picture what was happening. 

I really wanted the main character to succeed in finding the surface after she'd 

been trapped in a small room with horrible food and evil goblin like characters.  

I recommend this book to all people who like fantasy and an exciting read. 

 

 

 


