
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Cap’n John The (Slightly) Fierce: John Smith is Not 
Boring by Johnny Smith 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Robert Gillies, age 6 

Brilliant book, funny, full of 

adventure with pictures too. All 

elements of a perfect read.  

From the moment we started this book, 

the twins (6ys old) were hooked.  They 

read a chapter each, every evening.  

They found it funny & exciting all at 

the same time.  They loved the 

character John Smith & his 

adventurous nature is just as they are 

so they could both relate immensely, in 

fact I now have to buy two cucumbers 

on every supermarket trip as they 

insist on playing pirates with them 

whilst in the supermarket quoting 

‘Cap’n John The Fierce’.  We also LOVE 

that John is such great pals with his 

Grandad too, what a brilliant 

friendship they have & fun they share. 

I’ve already recommended this book to lots of friends & we are desperately 

waiting for the next instalment…. Which I already have on pre-order. 

A great read, perfect for the children. 

Twitter: @lisagcreates 

 

Harry Steel, age 8 

I absolutely loved this book. I loved the way his sister kept telling John how 

boring he was and he turned out to have a fantastic adventure or was it his 



 

 

imagination? Parts of the book were really funny especially when he 

was wearing his sister knickers on his head as a bandana. I liked the 

characters and the way in which his Grandad was one of the pirates and helped 

at the end of his adventure. 

 

Verity Langley 

Johnny Smith has written a delightful tale about a young boy called John Smith 

who thinks that his name and life is very boring and yet discovers, with the help 

of his grandfather, that he is able to transport himself into exciting places and 

have amazing adventures. Part of a series, in this book John transforms into a 

brave pirate and has a great time defending his ship against the meanest, 

grizzliest pirate that ever lived, Captain Black.  

This is an easy listen for young children around the ages of 5-7 with lovely 

illustrations by Laura Ellen Anderson. The chapters are short and so it would 

make a perfect before bed story. It is written with a sweet, childish sense of 

humour. John is likeable and self-depreciating and I liked the fact that it is his 

grandfather that teaches John about his magical powers. 

A nice little book for the young reader and I would expect his various 

adventures in the rest of the series will appeal to them. 

 

Daniel Bisland age 7 

Although John Smith has a boring name, he’s not boring. His mum says he’s 

1,000,000 John Smiths. In the book John has to face Captain Black on the 

Monstrous Curse which is Captain Black’s Ship and Captain Black is the grisliest 

pirate on the seas.  

This is how the story starts:  

Granddad lost his dentures and asks John to help him find them. Then when he 

finds the teeth he returns them but he also finds a chest with things like hats, 

swords, wigs, boots and gloves and lots more!  

This is where the pirate adventure begins.  

Does he walk the plank? 

Does he get eaten by sharks? 

You’ll have to read the book to find out!  

I give it 1,000,000/1,000,000 @  



 

 

I recommend it to 6+ Early Readers. Next I would like to read ‘Sheriff John the 

(partly) Wild’.  

 

Katelyn Walker, age 7 

John Smith goes on an adventure after finding his granddads 

dressing up chest and he becomes a pirate. We liked this because the 

pirates are really funny!  

John Smith finds his granddads big wooden dressing up chest and magically 

turns into a real pirate. He thinks it’s all part of his friend Hector's pirate party. 

He has an amazing adventure with his granddad. The pirates are really funny 

and the book has great pictures! I would read more books like this. 

http://twoplusfourwalkers.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

    


