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Esmé Molloy, age 14 

A story of hope, despair, love and 
hatred. 

A.J. Grainger is the queen of 
opposites and somehow she has 
managed to blend them into this 
glorious concoction and created 
a truly wonderful tale. Lovely.  

A thrilling fiction on how tough 
situations and decisions can cause us 
to TRULY see those around us in a 
different light, no matter how much 
we thought we knew them. 

It follows the life of the daughter of 
the PM as she naïvely skips through 
life until one day a terrorist group 
sticks out their leg, and she trips. And 
in the place where she falls to, being 
the Prime Ministers daughter 
CERTAINLY isn't helping her. 

 

Nia, age 17 

I was hooked, I couldn't put it down!  

Before reading ‘Captive’ I was unsure if I would really enjoy the book, as I'm not 
normally a fan of suspense and thriller type novels. However, after getting 
about 50 pages in I was hooked. 

At first I found the story and language quite basic but after Robyn was taken 
'Captive' the novel seemed to change and develop. I think that A.J.Grainger was 
able to develop Robyn's narrative brilliantly as she slowly became less sure of 



herself and began to doubt her father and what she had always taken to be fact, 
as she became more and more fearful. I was unable to put the book down until I 
knew what was going to happen to Robyn and felt that I could relate to a lot of 
her thoughts and feelings, I found them very real. 

In short I loved ‘Captive’ and Grainger's style. I really recommend this brilliant 
read! 

Twitter: @amianotherstory 

 

Hannah Maxwell, age 14 

I really enjoyed this book. One of the best I have read. It is fast 
moving and thrilling and because it is set in England we can relate to it 
more than if it was in America. I really recommend this book to not just girls 
but boys as well. 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 13 

A thrilling story about the hardships faced by celebrities. How no 
one agrees with everything. After all nothing is simple when you’re 
the daughter of one of the world’s most powerful men.  

Robyn Elizabeth Knollys-Green just wants an ordinary life. No cameras 
flashing in her face every time she walks out the front door. No journalists 
constantly asking her difficult questions and no more Ten Downing Street 
would be ideal.  

But in a sudden turn of events Robyn is kidnapped, her life is at stake. Now she 
is trapped in a web of corruption and deceit, with a strange, melancholy boy 
guarding her. Can he help her escape her ferocious captors? Her dad could be 
the difference between her life and death but is he willing to let a terrorist go for 
his own daughter? 

This book was written in first person by Robyn which is important because the 
reader can get an insight into her mind having an access to all her thoughts and 
fears. But also this makes Robyn (as a character) feel more realistic and 
someone you can relate to.  

My favorite moment in the story was when Robyn’s dad came clean about all 
the mistakes he had made. This made me recognise a real bond between them 
and made the whole situation seem very innocent. 

I think the author had a particular reason for writing this book because the 



story mentioned a lot about animal testing, which might be a subject close to the 
author’s heart. But also I think the moral of the story was: Everyone has their 
own opinions but it’s the way you act upon them that counts.  

I would recommend this book too 12+ readers as it contains (at some points) 
difficult language but otherwise it is a thrilling read full of excitement. 

 

Alistair Macrae, age 13   

St. Colm’s High School 

As the title suggests this story is very captivating.  The story draws 
you in from the beginning and is very dramatic and exciting.  

The story line is about the Prime Minister getting shot.  His daughter, with the 
very impressive name of Robyn Knollys-Green, is kidnapped and while this is 
very frightening she begins to wonder if she wants to be saved or not.  Is her 
guard a friend or foe?   

There is a lot of intrigue, mystery and suspense as the story progresses. I 
thought it was very well written and very enjoyable. 

I would recommend this novel to both boys and girls age 11-18. Brilliant! 

 

Lauren Coffman, age 14 

Though ‘Captive’ came for my sister to read, not me, as soon as I read the blurb 
I realised it was a book I would love and I was not wrong. 

 It is about a girl called Robyn who is not at all like me. She is a celebrity, due to 
the fact that her dad is Prime Minister. However, on a trip to Paris her dad was 
shot by a terrorist organisation, leaving him badly hurt, and now she has been 
captured by that same organisation, who, in order for her to be released, want 
one of their members, the one who shot Robyn’s dad, to be released from jail. As 
Robyn is in captivity however, we see a different side to this story, and a 
different side to her, and I really end up relating to Robyn and even Talon. 
Overall I really loved this book and was up all night reading it. It 
was very tense and exciting throughout and I would highly 
recommend it. 

 

Stacie Ball 

If you are looking for an action packed thriller than look no further. 



‘Captive’ is thought provoking and suspenseful. Great debut.  

Robyn Knollys-Green is the daughter of the current British Prime Minister and 
after a failed assassination on her father’s life, she and her family are learning 
to move past it and are desperately trying to get some level of normality back to 
their life. For months everything seems to be going ok, until in the blink of an 
eye everything is turned upside down again. Robyn is kidnapped while on the 
way to her grandparents’ home with her sister and mum. 

The characters in the story were pretty interesting, but I felt like they had so 
much more to give and I would have loved to seen a bit more of Robyn's mother 
and sister. Though I loved the idea behind the story, and it had such potential, I 
think for me it just took too long to get to the actual kidnapping part which is 
ironic considering it wasn't that long. However it may have taken me a long 
time to finally feel like we were getting somewhere but when it did, I felt like 
things was getting better. There was plenty of back story and character 
development, but sadly at times I still felt that the book had no substance. It had 
action, yet nothing seemed to happen. It had love, though I didn't have enough 
time to commit to the idea of it because it seem to happen so fast. Though it 
seems like I'm picking the book apart, it really was enjoyable and even though it 
had flaws I found myself wishing for a sequel. 

Twitter: @snapex 

 

Amelia White  

Excellent book! I really enjoyed this book and couldn't stop reading 
it. An amazing story about Robyn the PM's daughter who gets kidnaped but is 
it the kidnaper who is really in the wrong?  

This is an amazing story about a girl named Robyn who is kidnaped by 3 people 
in black masks, on her way to her grandparents. The kidnapers never reveal 
their identities always wearing masks and even have different names: Feather, 
Scar and Talon. But are they really in the wrong? 

A really enjoyable book, it makes you realise you shouldn't judge people by 
what they look like and sometimes you only see what that person wants you to 
see. This book really makes you realise that you are made up of your own 
actions and choices, that sometimes you need to see the problem from all the 
different angles. It also reminds you that people aren't who they say they are! 

 

 



Courtney McCrory, Age 14, St. Colm High School 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and would recommend it to anyone 
over the age of 13. I would give this book 4.5 stars out of 5. 

When I read the first chapter of ‘Captive’ I knew it was going to be an amazing 
story. I took the book home and I just could not put it down. I finished the book 
on the first day. The plot was like nothing I had ever read about before.  It is 
about a teenage girl called Robyn Elizabeth Knollys-Green and she is the 
daughter of the prime minister. There are fugitives who are planning horrid 
things against her father and Robyn gets caught up in the middle of it all. Robyn 
gets captured by these people and puts herself in harm’s way whilst trying to 
escape. She gets close to a boy called Talon and they start to develop feelings for 
each other. Eventually they grow to trust each other even though he is one of the 
people who have captured her. What happens when they start to broadcast that 
they will harm Robyn if her father doesn’t let a certain prisoner go? Will 
Robyn’s father let the prisoner go? Or will he ignore the threats? 

 

 


