
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Catherine Certitude by Patrick Modiano 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sophie, age 9 

Freegrounds Junior School 

Amazing! This book is so 

lovely, a beautiful story 

about a man and his 

daughter. The illustrations 

are perfect too.  

This was a short story but had 

so many different ideas and 

characters in it - I loved it! 

Catherine is a young girl who 

lives in Paris and loves to 

dance. Her mother has moved 

away and so she lives with her 

father whose business is 

unknown. 

The story is really simple, 

describing their life together 

but really heartwarming. On 

the blurb it says that it is "a 

love letter to Paris" and I totally agree - the illustrations make the book even 

better. 

 

Cajsa, age 9 

This was a unique story. Although it was a fairly short story, there 

was lots packed into it.   

It was nice to read a whole book over a short space of time and get really 

involved. The style of the illustrations was effective- giving enough detail to 

create images in my mind without being perfectly formed. This book is very 



 

 

touching and I would recommend it to readers of any age. I told my Mum to 

read it and she loved it too. 

Catherine and her father lived in their own little world, doing what they want to 

make each other happy in their ordinary day-to-day life. They make the 

everyday things that everyone has to do, feel special. I like the way they tune 

out from the rest of the world around them when they take off their glasses. 

I felt like a wanted meet Catherine and her father and be part of their world too. 

 

Chloe, age 11 

This book is perfect for anyone loving mystery, ballet, Paris and 

New York.  

The storyline is simple but full of mystery. In Catherine's childhood she lives 

with her farther. They enjoy doing things together especially taking of their 

glasses and seeing the world differently. I really felt like I was with Catherine 

when all of this happens. I would give this book a 10/10 and recommend it to 

my friends at dancing. 

 

Dulcie Johnson, age 11 

A beautiful book. It appears simple but is actually very deep and 

beautifully crafted. A story of a girl's time with her father as a child. 

Measured but very moving. 

The book begins in Paris where you learn of a little girl who lives with her 

father.  He works with parcels and shipping with a man who loves poetry who 

is very loud and argumentative and over powering.  

The little girl loves ballet.  Her mum is in New York and is waiting for her father 

to finish up his business affairs and move to be all together.  

We learn about where they live, where they eat breakfast - where they have 

lunch, the ballet teacher who is putting on a Russian accent.  The little girl goes 

with her father to a posh party and we see how the father is trying to get in with 

people who he sees are above his station and we see them preparing to leave.  It 

is a simple story but it is very interesting and lovely.  Her father says to her 

'Life, It’s just you and me"  

 

 



 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 9 

A beautifully illustrated book.  

This book is about a little girl called Catherine whose mother lives in America as 

a dancer and whose father works "in business". She goes to ballet dancing 

lessons with her friend Odile and is invited to her parent's cocktail party. She 

arrived at the party with her father in an old truck which they parked around 

the corner, this made me laugh as all the other cars were posh! 

I really liked this book and the beautiful watercolour illustrations. I loved the 

typical picture of the French men in a bar with their moustaches! 

This story was different to other stories, the story is very simple, following 

Catherine's everyday life in Paris. She starts the story as a grown-up dance 

teacher with her daughter as her assistant and then changes to her telling her 

story as a little girl. 

 

Isabel, age 7 

A lovely story and I liked the dancing in it.  

I really liked the story and I really liked the bit at the end where Catherine and 

her father got a note from America which said that maybe as soon as possible 

they could go and see her mother in America. 

I really like the pictures in the book too. 

 

Iona Maciver, age 12 

I thought Catherine Certitude was a great book and I would 

recommend it to a friend.  

I am honoured to have read this book about Catherine Certitude’s childhood and 

how she loved ballet. 

I think it is interesting how Catherine and her father Georges cannot hear or see 

anything when they remove their glasses, it is like the world stops just for them 

and it brings you into your own imaginary world until Mister Casterade tells 

them to put on their glasses. When Mister Casterade tells them to put their 

glasses back on it is like the chain has broken, as if the world has started and 

they can hear and see again. 

I think it was a great opportunity for Georges to be invited to the spring cocktail 

party so that he can meet new people. The cocktail party also made me feel 



 

 

sorry for him because nobody seemed to want to talk to him, first he wanted to 

talk to the group of people in the corner but they just left him out. When Georges 

wanted to talk to Odile’s parents but they just said hello and got back to their 

conversation. The whole party was spent talking to René Tabélion, he was the 

only person who would speak to Georges but it was in a mysterious language. 

I think that it was interesting to know that Catherine’s mother lived in America 

and when Georges told Mister Casterade that they would be moving to America, 

He did not know what to do.  

 

Destiny Spurdens, age 9 

If you enjoy reading about peoples' pasts, the good and bad 

memories of others, this is definitely worth a read.  

This is a book about a little girl looking back at her memories of being a child in 

Paris. From meeting her then best friend, Odile, at a cocktail party to her papa 

reading her letters from her mama in New York. There are happy memories of 

her papa dancing with her the way he used to dance with her mama, and sad 

memories of the time Mama lived in America while she lived with Papa. I liked 

the part when Papa got a new job and they were re-united with Mama again 

and they opened a new shop called Smith and Certitiude. 

I personally did not enjoy this book because I prefer magical, fun adventure 

stories but if you enjoy reading about peoples' pasts, the good and bad 

memories of others, this is definitely worth a read. 

 

Molly Betts, age 9 

I liked this book because it was a kind of diary of this little girl called 

Catherine Certitude who loves to dance, just like her mother in 

Germany.  

Catherine first wants to dance when her father, Georges Certitude, is asked to 

glue some china ballerina dolls together. She keeps the broken ones in her 

apartment above her dads shop. 

She started dance class at Madame’s class. She has to take her glasses off for 

ballet. Her dad works with a failed poet called Casterade. He dictates all of 

Catherine’s homework and she mostly gets it wrong. 

I liked it when Catherine and Georges escaped to New York. I didn’t like it when 

Casterade replaced Certitude on their shop fascia. I would rate this book: 



 

 

*****(five stars) 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 13 

This book was good. I liked how the characters were described well 

and made me laugh. It had a bit of comedy and lifestyle and ballet in. I 

would have liked to have learnt a bit more about her mother and also a little bit 

more about life in New York. It was a little bit short but good for a quick read 

and was rather enjoyable. I loved the illustrations in it, they were 

brilliant. So over all I would rate it four out of five stars. 

 

Erica Motoc, age 9  

I loved Mr Chevreau because he seems like a nice person. He was always excited 

about Catherine's father things that were shipped over to him. 

I very much enjoyed the happy ending of the book. Although some 

words were for grown-ups, most of them were easy to read and 

understand.  

 

Rosie Watch 

What a beautiful story. The descriptions of Paris are actually quite minimal, yet 

somehow it manages to convey both the time and the place. I love the 

relationship between Catherine and her father, their closeness and all the 

original things they share like weighing themselves and taking on and off their 

glasses. I love her description of her fuzzy world without them and how she 

can’t hear without them on either, which so many people say is true! 

I like the way the characters and the action are explained, but never fully. 

Events are described but never completely. You never really find out why 

Catherine's mother went to New York or what exactly the packaging business 

was!  

Its beauty is in its simplicity and Catherine's belief in her father. It is 

also beautifully illustrated adding somehow to the French flavour. A 

very enjoyable read. 

 


