
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Compton Valance: The Most Powerful Boy in the 
Universe by Matt Brown 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Dylan Sweet, age 10 

'Sometimes just when you think you've 

seen it all, life has a funny way of 

pulling down your trousers and popping 

ice cubes in your pants.' 

As you can tell from this quote, this is 

going to be a hilarious beginning 

to a brilliant series. With great 

literature and amazing detailed 

pictures, it can pass as one of the 

funniest books I've ever read. And you 

can take it from me, that I've read a lot 

of funny books. I think this book has one 

of the weirdest ideas in history, an out of 

date cheese and pickled egg 

sandwich...is a time machine! My 

favourite character in this book is 

probably have to be Compton Valance 

because he is incredibly dreamy and 

everyone calls him Compton the chicken 

or Mr Green pants. My favourite scene 

is when Mr Strickland sniffs Compton's rucksack and faints because the smell 

was so bad.I would recommend this book for boys and girls with an interest in 

random and funny books. I would rate this four star. I hope you enjoy reading 

it. 

 

Toby Slocombe, age 10  

‘Compton Valance’ is a fantastic book. Compton strikes laughter into you 

when he is cautious about an ordinary old man who just reads newspapers and 



 

 

wears a teeny tiny top hat. Matt Brown makes you laugh when you know about 

the Time machine , a 13-week-old-cheese-and-pickled-sandwich, that is 

mentioned in the blurb. The secret future file will make you laugh when 

Compton says this ‘If your wandering what an “FPU Time sheet” is then I’m 

afraid I can’t tell just yet. You see, the top secret, hush  hush, future agency who 

made this  top secret, hush hush would not be happy that you’d  seen it. Oh dear 

, I think I may have told you too much.’ 

 

Alex Bateman, age 8 

There were lots of very funny bits in the book but it seemed like it 

was trying too hard to be funny.  

 

Daniel Harrison, age 7 

This book was about a boy called Compton and a time machine. It was made out 

of a sandwich. I thought it was goodish. It was too short though and I finished it 

really quickly. It was very funny because I liked the small writing at 

the bottom of some pages. I would like to read the next one of these. 

 

Sarankan Selvanathan, age 10 

What I liked about the book 

I have to admit this is one of the most weirdest books I have read.  At 

first I thought it was a story and then a blurb!  But it is really full of 

suspense. 

Who would read this? 

I say that anyone in the world could read this book! 

Would you continue reading? 

Yes since there is a sequel. 

Total Score – 10/10.   

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 8 

This book is about a boy called Compton who eats a very old sandwich which 

takes him back in time when he eats a bit.  



 

 

 

I liked this book because it was a bit unpredicatable it was a nice 

surprise not knowing what would happen next. I liked Compton with his 

friend Brian they were very funny.  

I liked the pictures and the way it was laid out, it was easy to read and I sped 

through it. 

I would like to read more of his adventures as the front cover makes it look like 

there could be more equally funny tales to tell. 

 

Alex Faulkner, age 10 

Quite an interesting book that tries to be funny but isn't as 

humorous as other books like it.  

This is a book about two boys who made a sandwich that gave the ability of 

time travel. They must protect the sandwich along with having fun.  

The main characters are Compton Valance and Bryan Nylon, two boys who go 

to an ordinary school, in an ordinary town, with brains of masterminds, in 

doing things that are horrible. 

The book is written in the third person in a cartoon style with different sized 

writing.  It was unpleasant because it mentions horrible things like bogeys but 

not in a humorous way. It tried to be funny but it did not really reach me that 

much. There were some parts that were funny though like when the teacher 

fainted because of the smell of the sandwich.  

Overall, the book was ok, but a bit too horrible for my liking. I prefer the 

humour in books like ‘Captain Underpants’ and ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’. I would 

recommend this book for ten to twelve year old children 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

This is a crazy, fast paced and hilarious time travel adventure. I 

loved the cartoons and extra info added to each page in the small 

print and I really, really enjoyed reading it.  

Compton Valance is just like any other ordinary boy.  He lives in a normal 

house in a small village, has a horrid older brother and a best friend called 

Bryan.  However Compton’s life takes an extraordinary turn when he discovers 

a three week old cheese-and-pickled-egg sandwich in his school bag.  His 



 

 

teacher passes out with the smell but Compton and Bryan decide to leave the 

sandwich for another ten weeks to try to break the record for the worlds oldest 

sandwich.  Then they nibble a tiny bit of the stinkiest sandwich in history and 

things get really crazy.  The sandwich transports them through time and they 

use some disgusting tricks to return to the present.  They travel back to catch the 

school burglars, wipe out the dinosaurs (who knew custard creams were highly 

toxic to dinosaurs?) and accidentally change Compton’s dad into a completely 

different version of himself.  But how will this meddling in the past affect the 

future?  Will Compton and Bryan still exist and can they stop Compton's evil 

brother stealing the sandwich and destroying the universe? 

This is a crazy, fast paced and hilarious time travel adventure.  I loved the 

cartoons and extra info added to each page in the small print and I really, really 

enjoyed reading it.  Bring on ‘The Time Travelling Sandwich Bites Back’.  I can't 

wait! 

 

 

 

 

 


