
 

 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Dance of the Dark Heart by Julie Hearn 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

 

Sarah Murray, age 15 

This tragic story of unrequited love and 

a brilliant anti hero is fantastic!  

Though admittedly the book was slow in 

places, the story line was truly gripping. I 

loved how Jack had an internal struggle 

between good and evil. Even despite his "evil 

thoughts" he tries to be good anyway. 

I love how even though Jack is a "bad" 

character he has redeemable qualities which 

are shown in his love letters. 

I highly recommend this book for anyone who 

is in the mood for a darker love story. 

You can read Sarah’s blog at: 

everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.com 

 

Sophie Dobson, age 14 

I think the book is fantastic, at the start 

it has a lot of action and mystery. I liked 

it at the start when it had the mystery of where the baby came from, who its 

parents were etc. Brilliant book.  

I liked the start of the book when it had the snobby parents of the child almost 

demanding a place to stay, when the child is just abandoned, it leaves a lot of 

questions and I think that's good because it leaves a bit of mystery and that 

makes it even more interesting. When Jack is doing his everyday thing and 

overcoming problems its good to hear his thoughts on things as well, especially 

when the 'Devil' is speaking, it is capturing because you want to know  how the 

devil got there, why he has it and what does the devil want with him. Overall I 

think the book captures your interest and makes you think. 



 

 

Rose Heathcote, age 14 

This book is a good short read.  Its based on a old folk tale and has a 

mysterious twist.  I would recommend this to a friend.  

This book has a good story line and because of the backstory given for each 

character it makes the reading both easy and interesting. Each event within the 

story is described clearly and in detail, however, towards the end events became 

confusing and jumbled which made the reading slightly less enjoyable, however, 

this would not deter me from recommending it. 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 14 

I haven't read a novel like this for a long time and it's a refreshing 

change from the other books you might find on the shelves! It is a 

dark love story set it the past.  

Dance of the Dark Heart is a love story with a twist. Set during the reign of 

Henry VIII, the book revolves around a boy called Jack. The story begins just 

before the birth of our centre character. This helps to give the reader 

information about Jack's parentage that even Jack doesn't unearth until near 

the end of the book. The description in the novel is very detailed but not overly 

elaborate. This helps to keep the reader engaged. The character's all have very 

big personalities so you really feel as if you are in the book right along side 

Jack. The style of writing is also very interesting. There is a voice which puts 

bad thoughts in Jack's head throughout the novel and yet it is only at the end 

you fully understand who it is.  

The story is loosely based on the legend of the stones of Stanton Drew. I enjoy 

books with historical facts as the base layer of the story. I also love the Tudor 

period therefore I especially enjoyed the part of the book when Jack is at the 

Royal Court playing the fiddle for the King. The author also cleverly entwined 

Jack into important historical events which I thought was a nice little addition 

to the tale. Jack isn't always a likeable character and yet somehow you manage 

to feel sorry for him. 

‘Dance of the Dark Heart’ is an enjoyable read about love and dark revenge. 

 

Amrit Bunet, age 15 

‘Dance of the Dark Heart’- a chilling story with mystery and unexpected 

twists woven into every word written carefully on the page by 



 

 

Hearn.  

‘Dance of the Dark Heart’ is a dangerous and chilling story tied with love and 

turns within the story. This dark story is recommended to anyone who desires 

to delve into the world of Jack Orion's battle. 

 

Karianne Turner, Year 7  

‘Dance of the Dark Heart’ by Julie Hearn was a fantastic story. It tells of a 

boy born by the devil and falls in love. She gets married and he wants revenge. 

He turns them to stone. To start of with it was a bit confusing but when I got 

further in the book I understood everything. It ended with a cliff-hanger, sad 

but happy in the same way. Julie Hearn based her book on ‘The Stones of 

Stanton Drew’ in Somerset. The legend is a wedding was going on but the next 

morning was Sabbath day and only the devils dance on that day. They didn't 

listen and the son of the devil started playing his fiddle and they turned to stone. 

I love the way she bases her stories on legends and myths. Well done Julie you 

did very well on making ‘Dance of the Dark Heart. 

 

  

  

  

  

 


