
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Dandelion Clocks by Rebecca Westcott 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Rosa Boran, age 14 

This was a brilliant book and I 

loved every second of it. I 

couldn't put it down for even a 

minute. It was brilliantly told 

and I'd recommend it for sure.  

Olivia, Liv, tells us her story of 

dealing with her mother's terminal 

illness while trying to stay strong. It 

starts from Thirteen weeks before to 

Six months after. 

This book was really good and I did 

cry a few tears. I didn't know what 

to think at first of the book with it 

being told from the point of view of 

an eleven year old but to my 

surprise it was great. Westcott 

really captured Liv's thoughts and 

feelings and it was interesting to 

read it. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

I thought this was a very heartwarming book about a girl who helps 

look after her brother who has a Aspergers syndrome and how they deal with 

their daily life after they lose their mother. She helps him get through his daily 

life by changing his rules to suit them.  

The before and after bit I thought was very good how it shows how their life 

changes dramatically. How she gets over her loss eventually as time passes. I 

liked the bit where her brother asks her what time it is with the dandelion clock. 



 

 

I would give this book four out of five stars because I enjoyed this book 

but I don't think I would have to read it again as I don't think I could forget it 

anytime soon. 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 10 

The main character is called Olivia, but everyone calls her Liv. Liv has an 

ordinary life, has a crush called Ben and a brother who has Asperger's 

syndrome named Isaac. 

Olivia loves to take photos of flowers, especially dandelions.When her mum 

starts teaching her life skills ,liv starts to get suspicious that something is going 

on that she and Isaac does not know about.  Finally  her dad tells her that mum 

is very ill ,but Isaac does not understand. As liv's life goes on , she gets high and 

downfalls. You should read it, then you can finish the story.  

 

Katie Johnson, age 10 

This is a book about a girl called Liv whose mum becomes poorly.  

She develops an interest in photography.  And then life changes.  

I really, really enjoyed this book, despite the eventful moments in Liv's life.  I 

thought it was very touching and althought it was very sad, I still really enjoyed 

it. 

I would highly recommend it! 

 

Holly Carver, age 11 

‘Dandelion Clocks’ is a sad and touching book written by Rebecca 

Westcott, you can really feel the sadness of the family, but there is 

also drama - I love this book!  

 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

Olivia has a passion for photography and a disastrous home life. 

With a terminally ill mother,a lack of friends and a brother with his 

own problems, life becomes an emotional mess. Olivia is saved by a 

diary - not hers.  

Eleven year Old Olivia is a normal girl who has a normal life until she finds out 



 

 

her mum is seriously ill. From then on it all went downhill, she started to get 

teased at school and her brother Isaac, also makes things difficult for her. Olivia 

has to be a mother to Isaac because as her mum is too poorly to care for him. 

One day whilst her mum is ill she discovers her passion for photography, 

anything interesting she would take a photo of it. Just before her mum dies she 

gives Olivia her childhood diaries to LIVE.  

Olivia is a very courageous young girl, although it is still very sad, it made me 

cry at the end! I would read it a million times over if I could. I would definitely 

recommend this for fans of Cathy Cassidy or Jacqueline Wilson. 

 

Alana Lowe, age 16 

This book was brilliant, very sad but it showed a very loving 

relationship between Liv and her mother. Made me cry but I loved 

the book!  

Was brilliant, a must read ! It made me want to hug my family. Life is so 

precious and it gave me an insight into a mother daughter relationship and the 

emotional roller coaster of feelings that was experienced. 

 

Charlotte Kirk, age 12 

This was a fantastic book and a gripping read!  

I really enjoyed reading ‘Dandelion Clocks’. The author is very good at 

conveying emotion, and gives a very graphic picture without much description, 

making it a book that isn’t too hard, but not too easy.   

In my opinion, the story line was very well thought out. It was very interesting 

and a gripping read, the only problem I found was that I felt a bit too much of 

the main plot was given away at the beginning. This book was highly rated by 

Jacqueline Wilson, and even though I’m part of the minority of children who 

didn’t really enjoy her books, I agree with her that this book is ‘brilliantly told!’ 

Overall I thought ‘Dandelion Clocks’ was really good, to the point that I sat 

under my duvet with my torch until I finished it! 

 

Hilary Amasse, age 10 

‘Dandelion Clocks’ is a great book. I very much loved it and all the 

main characters. Olivia’s feelings make the book a real page turner! 



 

 

Olivia loves her family, but when she finds out there will be a loss in her family, 

she tries to make everything all right.  But it is harder than she thinks because of 

her autistic brother. 

I can’t wait to see what Rebecca Watson’s second book will be and look forward 

to reading it. 

 

Chiquita Boyd 

‘Dandelion Clocks’ is a girly, sometimes funny book. Normally the moods 

change through the book, that’s what makes it interesting. Some of the moods 

are sensitive, shocking and sometimes heartbreaking. Cathy Cassidy is 

right: ‘a strong, sensitive debut- powerful and beautifully written.’ I really 

enjoyed Dandelion Clocks. Rebecca Westcott did a great job. It’s age group 

is probably  9 +  

To me its rating is  * * * * 

 

Elana Lewis, age 10 

‘Dandelion Clocks’ will be loved by Jacqueline Wilson, Cathy Cassidy or Annabel 

Pitcher fans.   

Liv takes us on a journey through her life from ‘thirteen weeks before’ until ‘six 

weeks after.’ 

In the story we discover Liv’s passion for photography and her older brother’s 

obsession with ALWAYS sticking to the rules, the truly annoying moronic Louise 

at school and how the family copes when Liv’s mum comes across a life or death 

illness.   

I definitely recommend, when or if you read this book, you have a packet of 

tissues beside you (just in case).  Out of 10, I would give it 7.5, maybe 8.   

It is a funny, melancholy book which will put tears to your eyes as 

well as laughter in your mouth. 

 

Mia Cook, age 11  

‘Dandelion Clocks’ has to be one of my favourite books. From the first page I 

was hooked in! I loved how the chapters built up to one extraordinary event. To 

give the story more detail, Olivia liked photography. I thought it was good to 

show the characters hobby because instead of just focusing on the main part of 



 

 

the story there was another little part. It interested me reading her mums 

diaries because I was able to predict what was going to happen. Overall, I 

really enjoyed Dandelion Clocks, I would recommend it to anyone 

who loves mystery, photography and drama. 

 

Ella Neal, age 11 

I think ‘Dandelion Clocks’ is a very well written book. I think it would be best 

aimed at children aged 10-12. Liv is the main character in the book and has a 

strong view on things in her life. She is a fun girl that loves photography. Her 

older brother Isaac has Asperger’s Syndrome so everything has to be perfect for 

him or he gets stressed out. Her dad likes photography as well and uses the 

garden shed as his little workshop. Liv's mum gets diagnosed with a terminal 

illness and everything goes downhill from there. I would rate this book 8/10. 

This is because it is a very interesting story about an 11 year old life 

and all the ups and downs in it. 

 

Chloe Pickering, age 10 

A brilliant story which will make you feel for Liv no matter who you 

are.  

This is a wonderfully written tale. It tells the tale of six months of Liv's life when 

a lot happens. Liv's Mum is acting strange, she is giving Liv life lessons and 

giving Liv her diarys, for when she needs to know how to solve her problems. 

What is she not telling Liv? 

I really liked this text as it made me feel like I was Liv. I would give this book a 

9/10 and would recommend it to my family. 

 

Emily Mills- Great Torrington School 

The story: A girl life over six months in that six months her mother becomes 

very ill this impacts’ the whole family. 

The characters: Olivia (Liv) a girl who love’s photos, Mum a very kind lady, 

Dad a man who holds the family together and Isaac (her brother) who has 

Autism.  

High lights: Her Mums old Diary’s because Liv realises that she is alike to her 

mum when she was her age. 



 

 

Weak parts: I think that there was too much about her brother’s illness. 

I really enjoyed this book and I would recommend to a friend. 

 

Olivia Wright, age 11 

The book ‘Dandelion Clocks’ is an interesting heart-touching, 

beautifully written story which I would definitely recommend 

people to read.  

The book dandelion clocks is a interesting heart-touching, beautifully written 

story which I would definitely recommend people to read. 

The story is about a young girl called Olivia whose mum is critically ill and ends 

up in a hospice.Olivia is struggling to cope without her. Its all about Olivia's 

journey through her mums illness. 

I would rate this book 5/5 as I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 


