
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully Potchard 
By Julia Lee 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sidney Greenslade, age 10 

‘The Dangerous Discoveries of 

Gully Potchard’ is a thrilling 

Victorian tale of gangs, kidnap, 

danger and the discovery of an 

unusual gift...  

‘The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully 

Potchard’ is a story about Gulliver 

Potchard. Gully is a perfectly ordinary 

boy, but one fateful day he gets mixed 

up with a gang of dognappers, led by 

the biggest bully from Gully's old 

school, Nathan Boldree. Soon Gully is 

in danger and his position as delivery 

boy at the local printers is lost. Gully 

must outwit the gang and escape to his 

Uncle ABC's house on the Isle of Wight 

in this thrilling Victorian tale. 

‘The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully 

Potchard’ is an intriguing and exciting 

story with well formed characters and 

fast paced writing which really made me feel involved in their adventure. The 

brave and witty characters and the mysterious and secretive tang to the story 

let me sink deep into the tale and the exciting, dangerous world it conjured up 

was gripping and fun to read. 

I liked the story as it had a strong plot and, although the characters were often 

in danger, there were funny parts too to lighten the mood. 

I highly recommend Gully Potchard to any child who likes adventure and 

mystery stories! 



 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A brilliant book with a gripping plot and numerous small mysteries 

dotted throughout the story. There was so much going on that it was 

really hard to put it down. I loved it!  

Gully Potchard works hard in Victorian Southampton as a delivery boy for the 

rich Glass family.  But when Gully bumps into the school bully, Nathan Boldree, 

he gets pulled into a mysterious web of criminals, spies and kidnapping.  Dogs 

are being taken and held to ransom to make money for Nathan and his shady 

boss, The Dolphin.  The gang force Gully to help them but things go from bad to 

worse when they decide to kidnap children instead of animals.  They plan to 

capture Agnes, the Glasses snooty daughter, and Gully tries to warn her but a 

mix-up happens and Gully's niece, Impey, is snatched instead.  The Dolphin 

wants Nathan to get rid of Impey but she uses her incredible acting skills to get 

away and then it's up to Gully, his Uncle ABC and a really slow horse to save 

her.  Gully must use his special second sight to find Impey and there's also the 

mystery of Agnes' missing cat to solve. 

‘The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully Potchard’ was a brilliant book to read and 

review.  With its gripping plot and numerous small mysteries dotted throughout 

the story, it was really hard to put it down.  I liked the fact that there was so 

much going on and I would recommend Gully Potchard to any fans of ‘Saxby 

Smart’ books.  If you haven't read either ‘The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully 

Potchard’ or ‘Saxby Smart’ then you should do so now.  I loved it! 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

An olden days adventure mystery with a bit of a twist!  Would 

appeal to boys and girls between about 10 and 12 probably.  

This isn't usually the type of book I read but I thought I'd give it a go.  I did find 

it hard to start reading as there were words like "ain't" and a lot of olden day 

type speech and dropping letters from words, but once I got into it I found it 

easier to read.  The story itself was a great plot and it wasn't really what I 

expected. Gully infiltrates a gang who kidnap dogs and he learns something 

about himself which he didn't know. All in all, it's a good mystery which is a 

cross between olden days and quirky modern day but it works! 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

I would rate this book five out of five stars . This book was all about pet 



 

 

napping and kidnapping. Gully Potchard bumps into an old school bully 

who is part of a gang who steals and kidnaps things like pets and children. He 

threatens Gully and makes him help him. On his adventures Gully Makes a new 

friend along the way. Gully has a special power which means he is able to help 

those in danger. This was an exciting book. 

 

Khadijah Ahmed 

This story feels like one destined to become a classic, similar to 'The 

Wolves of Willoughby Chase' by Joan Aiken, with its charismatic (and 

some equally detestable) characters, wry humour, buzzing sense of 

danger and spritz of action-adventure.  

Although the places are real and the characters live mundane, ordinary lives, it 

has a somewhat enchanting and very exciting appeal.  

The plot itself is pretty simple, but not bad. There was one twist that I (can't 

believe) didn't see coming.  

Overall, I enjoyed it.  

 

Emily Horncastle, age 11 

This book gripped me so it was impossible to put down. With every 

chapter, I felt as though I was part of this fantastic story! I would 

reccomend it to anyone willing for a true adventure!  

Gully Potchard is an honest boy, who is forced to undertake a terrible plan with 

a gang who want nothing more than money. Whilst caught up in a criminal act, 

his honesty and bravery is stretched to the limit and when he discovers an 

amazing power of his, maybe there is right to be hopeful- maybe he CAN save 

the day. All is revealed in this action packed tale, with a surprising twist! 

Anyone who would like to read a truly good book- this is the one for you! 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12 - jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

An exciting adventure set in Victorian times. There are lots of twists 

and turns in the plots and many interesting characters, even ones 

with ‘psychic powers’! A great story, I enjoyed every word!  

Gulliver Potchard lives with his Aunt,Uncle and cousins in a small terraced 

house in the south of England. 



 

 

His mother travels the world working, taking children to and from boarding 

schools and so he is left in the care of his Aunty Hetty. 

Gully gets mixed up with a rough gang of boys who he knew at school.  It is 

because of them that he gets sacked from his job as errand boy at Janners' 

Printers. 

Dogs go missing and are held captive by the gang, who plan to ransom them. 

Gully helps to return one dog to its rightful owner and he enlists the help of his 

cousin Whitby to help reunite another dog with its famous owner too. But this is 

only the beginning! 

He tries to escape the gang before they discover what he has done. So he travels 

to the Isle of Wight to visit his Uncle ABC . 

On his last delivery job he meets Agnes Glass, who spends her time in an attic 

schoolroom in her rich families house.  Her cat has gone missing and he helps 

her to design flyers, to be printed at Janners' Printers.  He touches some of 

Oscar the cats fur, left on his bed, and has strange visions of how the cat is 

feeling and its surroundings.  

Agnes has poor health and wears a built up shoe.  Her mother sends her to the 

Isle of Wight to stay with her older sister Charlotte and her family.  Her mother 

tells her it's because she looks paler than usual and that it will do her good to 

have a break from her studies. 

Her older brother Randolf is in trouble with debts and Agnes thinks that that is 

the reason she is sent away. 

Will Gully and Agnes meet again on the island? 

I really enjoyed reading it and could not predict the ending.  Both boys and girls 

would enjoy this book. 

Suitable for age 9+ 

 

Lily Benner, age 9 

‘The Dangerous Discoveries of Gully Potchard’ is a historical story with 

plenty of twists and turns that kept me guessing right to the end.  

Gully Potchard gets in "a mess" with Nathan and his criminal gang. He goes to 

the Isle Of White to try and escape his problems, only to find that Nathan has 

followed and plans to kidnap Agnes, Gully's friend. 

At times I found it difficult to understand who was speaking in the book, but I 



 

 

found the characters life-like with a good balance between good and bad, rich 

and poor. 

The story seemed to take a long time to get going, although when it did, it was 

really enjoyable and exciting. 

 


