
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Darkmouth by Shane Hegarty 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Rose Hopkins 

This was the best book yet (I 

actually asked to stay in at 

school lunchtime to read it).  I 

knew that Mr Glad was fishy and 

Emmy was very suspicious but in what 

way?  The descriptions throughout the 

book were fabulous and the pictures at 

the front amazing.  Just looking at the 

front cover sent a chill down my spine. 

You’re hurtled into adventure on the 

first page – Finn is battling a 

minotaur!  He’s about to die when the 

legendary Legend-Hunter (his dad) 

saves the day.  Although it’s in Finn’s 

blood, he’s terrible at fighting legends.  

Will he live up to his dad’s 

expectations? 

The book ends on a huge cliffhanger.  

I’m desperate for there to be a sequel.   

 

Charlotte Cassidy, age 9 

Spine-chilling totally awesome page turner of a book.  I would 

recommend this brilliant book widely to all adventure lovers.  

This brilliant book is about a boy called Finn who has a weird and dangerous 

job. He is a legend hunter which means that he hunts and fights monsters 

around his hometown. Things get weird when a new girl arrives at Darkmouth 

and she seems to be spying on him. Things get even weirder when a legend 

comes to him with a message about him; he is determined to find out what it 

means.  



 

 

My favourite character is Emmie (the mysterious girl) because she is 

headstrong, feisty and caring. 

I would recommend this book to boys and girls aged 9+ and to all people that 

like adventure stories. 

 

Joshua Zinkin, age 9  

I loved this book. It was gripping from the start and I wanted to read 

it all the time.  

This is an amazing book about monsters and humans. The monsters 

want to invade the human world and rule it. Gantrua (a horrible monster in 

charge of the invasion) has gathered a huge army of frightening monsters. Finn 

and his dad Hugo are legend hunters trying to stop the monsters. Finn is not 

very good and he needs to have three successful hunts before he becomes a true 

legend hunter. This book was gripping from the start and I wanted to read it all 

the time. 

 

Sam Harper Age 11 

The perfect combination of comedy and adventure which had me 

enthralled from the front cover to the final fight. A brilliant read!  

Finn is the son of the last remaining Legend Hunter, the man responsible for 

protecting the village of Darkmouth, and the world, from the Legends. These 

monsters are trying to take over Earth, the Promised World, through gateways 

in Darkmouth. Finn only has a year before his Completion ceremony, when he 

will become a fully fledged Legend Hunter, but he’s not that good at it. He needs 

to practice his moves, including the MacNeill Limb Severer, and he’s still got a 

lot to learn. Desiccating Legends and trapping them in storage jars isn’t as easy 

as it sounds. Things start to change in Darkmouth when Emmie and her father 

arrive. No one ever moves to Darkmouth, one of the last Blighted Villages, as it 

is designed to repel people, so why have they come? Several gateways into the 

monster world, the Infested Side, have opened at once and this has never been 

recorded before. They are also finding strange crystals forming parts of the 

Legend’s bodies. Finn and his father have Mr Glad, the Fixer, but they also need 

help from the new arrivals to keep the Legends at bay. Could there be a pattern 

in the opening gateways? Can Finn and his father really fully trust anyone and 

how could a Legend help them? 

The world of Darkmouth had me enthralled from the front cover to the final 



 

 

fight. It’s a mix of comedy and adventure and Finn is the perfect combination of 

funny and brave. I liked mischievous Broonie’s silly antics and the Legends 

themselves really came to life in my mind. I hope that this isn’t the last we hear 

of Finn and Emmie. A brilliant read! 

 

Alice East, age 10 

‘Darkmouth’ is a book about creatures called "Legends" who attack 

villages.  The only people who can stop them are Legend Hunters.  

Finn is a Legend Hunter and every day before school he has to check there are 

no Legends lurking. 

Finn's father trains to fight Legends but unfortunately Finn doesn't seem to be 

very good at fighting.  Once the Legends learn that Finn is not very good at 

stopping them they keep coming back to Darkmouth. 

This is a very funny book because Finn does really silly things which made 

me laugh quite a bit.  The story got more exciting the more you read. 

I would rate this book 9/10.  I think both girls and boys would like it who like 

reading exciting books with a bit of humour in it. 

 

Evie Young, age 9 

An exciting adventure story about a legend hunter called Finn. I 

couldn't stop reading it and can't wait to see what happens next.  

This book is about a boy called Finn from the town of Darkmouth who is 

supposed to be a legend hunter, however, when he tries he is absolutely rubbish 

and can't do it. When he eventually manages to use the dessicator he misses the 

legend and his dad has to help him. 

Then more and more monsters or legends start turning up and a new girl called 

Emmie moves to Darkmouth - nobody ever moves to Darkmouth and stays. 

I really liked this story, it was really exciting and funny and I can't wait to see 

what happens next. 

 

Eleanor Cookdale, age 10 

This book is brilliant! Perfect for boys and girls who like to laugh 

and be scared. Finn and his Dad guard gateways and desiccate monsters to 



 

 

stop them invading Darkmouth. Finn is terrible at his job and needs frequent 

rescuing. The book combines the very funny and sometimes quite scary, leaving 

the reader tense because you don't know if the invasion can actually succeed. 

Can Finn save the day! 

 

Nathan Gray, age 10 

Excellent book. 

Personally, I think that that ‘Darkmouth’ is an excellent book with loads of 

twists and turns throughout it. Seven and above are the ages I think would be 

capable of reading this intense book because some of the language used is pretty 

advanced. My favourite character has to bethe father because he is brave and 

would die to save his family.  Finally, throughout this book I have been 

enthralled by the tension building up, so I would certainly recommend this 

book. 

 

Charlie Swan, age 8 

‘Darkmouth’ is a funny and adventurous book.  It is about a boy named 

Finn and his friend Emmie.  Finn has lots of adventures and tries to escape the 

Legends.  The Legends are different creatures, some evil, some nice.  Finn is 

scared and a bit rubbish at fighting, but he is determined to defeat some of the 

Legends.  This book has a cliff hanger ending. 

My favourite part was when one of the Legends, a Hogboon called Broonie, is 

pleading for Finn and for Emmie’s father to go back to their home, because 

Broonie is really funny. 

I think that this book would be best for 8+ readers.  I enjoyed it very much. 

 

Sylvie Williams, age 9 

‘Darkmouth’ is an exciting story full of adventures. 

Fin’s town (Darkmouth) is continually being visited by strange creatures called 

legends. They are basically mythical beasts who cross into Darkmouth from 

their own world - some of them are dangerous, some are more friendly, but 

their evil leader has nasty plans. 

Fin’s dad is a legend hunter - he catches and traps any legends he sees - and he 

is training Fin to be just like him. But Fin doesn’t want to be just like his dad, he 



 

 

doesn’t like fighting and being aggressive and he’s not good at that stuff. He 

likes talking and thinking. 

I feel a bit sorry for the legends that are trapped in the jars by Fin’s dad because 

they were forced to go into the ‘promised world’ (their name for Fin’s world) 

against their wishes. If I had to be a character I would be Emmie because she’s 

just a normal girl. I wouldn’t want to be a legend hunter because I would have 

to capture innocent legends. I would try and work with the legends like Fin’s 

Grandad tried to do, and like Fin wants to do. 

If you like Skulduggery Pleasant books then you will definitely like 

Darkmouth. I am looking forward to the next book in the series! 

 

Jemima Wilcox, age 10 

Finn is a Legend Hunter but he doesn't know it and the monsters are 

coming.  

This is a fantasy tale about a world of monsters connected to our world, in the 

town of Darkmouth.  It follows Finn a Legend Hunter but he doesn't know that 

yet.  It is very funny. I found it moved so fast that I couldn't follow or picture 

where he was.  If that doesn't bother you, you like monsters and jokes then this 

is the book for you. 

 

 

 


