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Juliana Christianson,  age 14 

I can definitely see why this book has 

been compared to a book written by John 

Green (probably my favourite author) as 

the story is so well told.  

‘Dead Ends’ is about a boy with Down 

Syndrome (Billy D) and the school bully 

(Dane) - but Dane has "standards", he 

doesn't hit girls and he doesn't hit special 

ed kids. 

This story moved me and brought 

me round to realise the everyday 

struggles of people who are looked 

down upon for being "different", it 

also showed me how a single 

misunderstanding or assumption can 

lead to a lot of grief. Some people are just 

too quick to judge and don't always 

realise how much it hurts to be judged, 

this book covers many aspects of modern 

society.  

I read it in one long night because I couldn't put it down, thank you 

Erin Lange for some much needed reading material. 

 

Jade Craddock  

‘Dead End’s offers another highly original story from Erin Jade Lange who 

knows how to bring something fresh and thought-provoking to YA and is 

unafraid of tackling difficult issues and relationships.  

In ‘Dead Ends’ she addresses disability, bullying, abuse, single-parent families 



and father-son relationships amongst other things and does so with panache 

and heart. At the centre of the story is Dane, a teenager eager to throw his 

weight around, and his fists, but never in his mind without reason, and Billy D. 

a teenager who has Down’s Syndrome and turns to Dane to keep the bullies at 

bay.  

Despite being the unlikeliest of friendships, Dane and Billy D. strike up a 

beautiful bond, built not only on their shared experience of living without their 

fathers but also Billy D.’s amazing ability to blackmail Dane.  

Whilst Dane sees himself as Mr Miyagi to Billy’s Daniel-san, the teacher to his 

pupil, it soon becomes clear that the roles are not so clear-cut. Although I was 

slightly disappointed with the climax of the story, Billy’s search to find his dad, 

and the way Dane and Billy’s story comes to an end, I couldn’t fault the journey.  

Lange offers a powerful portrait of friendship and loyalty, hope and 

survival.   

 

Maddy Faulkner, age 11 

I think ‘Dead Ends’ is an incredible book about friendship and life. It is book 

about a boy called Dane who bullies people.  Dane meets a boy named Billy D, 

they walk to school together and become friends. Billy D's dad left him when he 

was young and Billy misses him a lot. Billy ‘blackmails’ Dane into helping him 

search for his dad and together they work out clues towards finding him, with 

their friend Seely. They become good friends.   

I really like this book because although technically it is a fictional book it also 

teaches you very important life lessons. The way that Erin Lange has 

written this book is sensitive yet thought provoking as it makes you 

understand the true meaning of friendship. I love this book and can’t 

wait for more books by this author! 

 

Susana Sanchez Gonzalez, age 38 

Another great YA book to shout about. Powerful premise, wonderful 

characters, intelligent questions. What's not to like?  

I got Dead Ends whilst waiting to read Butter, a book with the most poignant 

premise ever: a teenager, bullied for being too fat, decides to eat himself to 

death and to broadcast it for everyone to see on his website…The premise on 

Dead Ends is not quite as drastic, but it is equally powerful, nonetheless. This 



time it is the bully that speaks. And it does so whilst holding the hand 

(metaphorically speaking, of course, sorry Dane) of no other than a kid with 

Down syndrome, Billy D, too scared of the other boys to walk to school alone 

but crafty enough to win the greatest bully over and convince him to 

accompany him on a crazy quest all over America tracking down a father that 

leaves clues of his whereabouts at the bottom of the pages of a map. And 

interesting as this is in itself, to me, the book is not about this search. The book is 

about the journey and the disjointed friendship that these two manage to strike 

whilst posing difficult questions along the way:  What turns you into a bully? 

What gives you enough reason to hit? What makes someone special? Is it the 

name that people give us that truly defines us who we are or are they just labels 

to categorise what we don’t understand? What’s in a word? What’s a “bully”? 

What’s a “retard”? 

And that’s what makes it so attractive to me. One wonders how a great number 

of adults still think of YA literature as being trivial, childish and somehow 

unworthy of their attention. With subjects and characters as powerful as these, 

it is about time the myth gets dispelled. Another great YA book to shout about. 

You can follow Susana’s blog at: www.thetravellinglibrarian.moonfruit.com/blog 

 

Jodi Coffman, age 12 

This book is great and unpredictable which I loved.  The ending is 

not what I anticipated at all - the twists and turns are constant.  I 

could not put it down!  

The book is about a boy called Dane and his new neighbour Billy who has 

downs syndrome.  Dane is a bully and in constant trouble.  He has one more 

chance before suspension and to save his skin he agrees to look after Billy and to 

help Billy find his Dad.  The book follows their adventures along the way.  This 

book is a real page turner.  I absolutely loved it and would recommend it to all 

young teenagers. 

 

Madi Campbell, age 14 

‘Dead Ends’ is an absolutely amazing book, it is a definite read for the 

teenage section. At points it can pull on your heart strings, but it 

also brings tears of happiness to your eyes.  

 



‘Dead Ends’ is about a friendship which forms between a bully (Dane) and a boy 

with Downs Syndrome (Billy D). The friendship which is created travels 

through the problems in their lives and it makes them see they are similar in 

many ways. 

This story really makes you think about people in a different light, what we see 

on the top is a mask of defences trying to protect the small scared person 

underneath, keeping it away from anyone to change it. We also see someone 

who is always himself, he is strong and brave underneath, he is trying to 

change, let go of the past and show everyone who he really is. This is what we 

see in the story, the amazing story, a story which should be read by everyone at 

some point in life,a story called ‘Dead Ends’. 

 

Liam Pickering, age 11 

This was a book that made me think and caused me to question my 

instincts. I kept changing my mind about the characters and what I 

thought was going to happen.  

I found myself being pulled into this book as I read it. I found it quite difficult to 

get into at the start  but as I started to understand the characters better I 

started to get into it. I found myself changing my mind about most of the book 

as I read it. I was expecting certain things to happen and then found I was 

starting to expect something entirely different to happen. It is quite edgy and I 

would say it was aimed at young teens rather than younger readers. It deals 

with several issues along the way. 

 

Molly Parker, age 14 

‘Dead Ends’ is a book about two boys. Dane Washington is a bully, he says he 

has ‘standards’ to whom he bullies.  Billy D is too nice to hit anyone. Billy D has 

Down Syndrome and stays with teachers at lunch time.  One encounter on the 

way to school made them realise they have more in common than they 

originally thought. 

Overall I think my favourite character would be Dane because it shows you 

what makes a bully, a bully. I liked the fact that the story kept you guessing 

throughout, it could be from little decisions that could affect the rest of the story. 

The book took you on emotional journey, one minute you’re 

laughing and the next you are crying. The story was really gripping 

and made you wanted to know what happens next. I just wished that I 



could connect with the characters more. 

Overall I really enjoyed the book. I would recommend it to anyone who has read 

‘The Fault in Our Stars- John Green’ or if anyone is interested in drama or 

comedy types of books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


