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Angie Rhodes 

This is a beautiful, haunting tale of loss, 
love, forgiveness and hope. Amaterasu 
Takahashi is a woman, left haunted by 
the loss of her daughter and grandson, on 
the day the Americans dropped the 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki. She knows 
they are dead and she has spent her life 
trying to bury the memories left behind.  

Years later, after moving to America she 
is now a widow with only her memories 
for company, that is until the day a man 
arrives at her door. 

The stranger has news for her, news 
which make her revisit her past, 
remember the strength of a mothers love, 
for this man tells her he is her grandson. 

Is he a walking miracle or is it a cruel joke?  

This is a book that will have you reading late into the night and it's 
dream like quality and descriptive writing will have you wishing it 
was longer. Once read, never forgotten. 

 

Melanie Chadwick  

Tragic loss, unassuageable grief and guilt, secrets and fierce love 
combine to make this a compelling tale.  



 

The book charts a grandmother’s journey through her conflicting emotions as 
she relives the events leading up to the death of her daughter and grandson in 
the atomic bomb of Nagasaki.  Years later she confronts her feelings of 
responsibility for her daughter’s death as she relives her actions which led to her 
daughter’s presence that day at the cathedral in the area the bomb hit.  We 
slowly see the personal tragedy unfold of a mother prepared to protect her 
daughter at all costs.   

Now an old widow in the USA, a young man knocks at her door one day to tell 
her he is her lost grandson, and delivering a package of letters to her.  How can 
this possibly be true?  Through reading her daughter’s diary pages, and from 
reading the letters that her daughter’s lover had written, she slowly confronts 
her own demons of guilt and loss and travels towards forgiveness. 

 

Susan Burton  

A well written and moving book.  

Took me a long while to get into this book but glad I persisted as this book was 
thoughtfully written. 

 

Alexandra Harper-Williams  

A thought-provoking novel about one woman’s journey towards 
forgiveness and understanding.  

Amaterasu Takahashi and her husband moved to the USA after losing their 
daughter Yuko and grandson Hideo on the fatal day when the atomic bomb was 
dropped on Nagasaki in 1945.  

Now a widow, Amaterasu leads a lonely life which is turned upside down by the 
arrival of a man who claims to be Hideo. As they get to know each other better, 
Amaterasu looks back on her life and makes discoveries about herself.  

This novel depicts one woman’s journey through life with all its struggles and 
delights. Despite the sometimes sombre subject matter, it’s an uplifting book 
which really gets you thinking.  

I didn’t want to put the book down and thought it was beautifully written, really 
encapsulating the atmosphere of the different times and places. What a 
wonderful debut by Jackie Copleton; I look forward to reading more by 
this talented author in the future.  

 



 

Rebecca Cockeram  

Excellent story of love, loss and family.  

As someone very interested in was history I was intrigued by this book. I've 
read a lot about Hiroshima but not much about Nagasaki and so was interested 
to read a story that looks at the lives that were destroyed by this atrocious act.  

The section concerning the bomb blast was written so well, it was very 
heartbreaking and so descriptive that it brought it to life in my mind. 

The intrigue at the start of the book, when an old Amaterasu gets a very 
unexpected visitor, sets up the book nicely, so you want to know what happened 
with her and her daughter and why their grandson had been missing. 

A thoroughly good read I'd highly recommend. 

 

Josie Barton  

A story of a mother’s immeasurable love which is set against the background of 
overwhelming family secrets and devastating tragedy.  

When the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki in 1945 Amaterasu Takahashi lost 
everything that was precious to her, including her daughter Yuko and her 
grandson Hideo. Many years later, Amaterasu is a widow living in America 
when a young man claiming to be Hideo shows up on her doorstep, but 
Amaterasu has too many demons in her past and believing this person is who he 
says he is means that Amaterasu must revisit everything which she has, so very 
painfully, hidden away. 

Within the story there is much to take in and the author succeeds at observing 
different perspectives, by the use of diary entries, so that we get the thoughts of 
those who are not present. The story is powerful in its simplicity but also quite 
anguished and harrowing in places, particularly in the early descriptions of the 
fall out after the atomic bomb, and of the destruction of Nagasaki, which shows 
very clearly the turmoil and agonised suffering which went on in the aftermath 
of such powerful destruction. Amaterasu’s life, and that of her daughter, is 
dissected in fine detail which emphasises the significance of the mother-
daughter relationship and of how the burden of an illicit love affair can send 
shock waves reverberating throughout time.  

I especially enjoyed reading the snippets of quotations which head 
each chapter; they are quite intriguing and for me, became an 
integral part of the story telling. 



 

 

www.jaffareadstoo.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Tracey Copeland 

I had thought it would be similar to Geisha novels, a family saga spanning 
years with difficulties and secrets but its not. It is written in the first person, 
who seems to know exactly what people saw, and what they were thinking, 
after just reading a few letters and a diary - it makes Amaterasu's account 
come across as dishonest unbelievable and made me feel unable to 
connect with her family story. 

 

Sue Broom  

An intriguing blend of romance and historical fiction.  An unusual 
and compassionate story of a family devastated by the atomic bomb 
on Nagasaki in 1945.  

An intriguing blend of romance and historical fiction.  I didn’t find myself 
hooked by the first few chapters of this book but it is worth persevering to 
uncover an unusual and compassionate story of a family devastated by the 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki in 1945.  The author doesn’t shy away from 
describing the horror of the explosion and its aftermath, nor the cruelties meted 
out to prisoners taken by the Japanese earlier in the war, and seeks to show 
how survivors’ later lives were defined by these experiences - their sense of 
displacement, grief, remorse and hope that later generations will learn from 
them.  The story emerges primarily from Amaterasu’s narration, but also from 
her daughter’s diary and a host of letters, and I was impressed by the author’s 
careful handling of her characters and her insights into their motivations. 

Each short chapter begins with an explanation of a Japanese word or phrase 
and I enjoyed these as much as the story itself.  And of course a romance set in 
Japan would not be complete without a geisha or two thrown into the mix. 

 

Helen Appleby 

‘A Dictionary of Mutual Understanding’ is historical fiction and is based on the 
bombing of Nagasaki during World War II and about 40 years later. The story 
begins with an elderly woman Amaterasu Takahashi who has spent her life 
grieving for her daughter Yuko and grandson Hideo, who were victims of the 



 

atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki in 1945 receiving a visitor on her door step 
who is badly scarred claiming to be her grandson from Nagasaki, who she 
believes to be dead. Now a widow living in America, she believes that one man 
was responsible for her loss; a local doctor who caused an irreparable rift 
between mother and daughter. When a man claiming to be Hideo arrives on her 
doorstep, she is forced to revisit the past; the hurt and humiliation of her early 
life and the realisation that if she had loved her daughter in a different way, she 
might still be alive today. 

The story unwinds through the letters, diaries, memories, and descriptions of 
events that occurred both leading up to and after that dreadful day on 9 August 
1945 at 11:05am when the bombs were dropped on Nagasaki. This novel is a 
story of loss, hope and forgiveness and is really two story's intertwined 
together as it flits between 1945 Nagasaki and Pennsylvania 38 years later. The 
Author has written in a very compassionate and sensitive style and has drawn 
on her own experiences of living in Nagasaki. Each Chapter explores how 
Amaterasu is constantly wracked by the guilt of had her actions and movements 
on the day of the Nagasaki bombing and also describes her life growing up 
when her mother had her working as a hostess and the events leading up to how 
she met her husband Kenzo and how they decided to escape Nagasaki and move 
to America to try and rid themselves of the pain and horrible memories of the 
tragedy that happened that day which was to change the rest of their lives. 
Amaterasu has never stopped questioning her actions on that dreadful day and 
is constantly thinking what if, as she had dropped her grandson Hideo off at 
school and was meant to be meeting her estranged daughter Yuko at the 
cathedral later but before she set off to meet her the bomb had gone off. Her 
daughter was at the centre of the blast so there was no hope of finding her 
although Amaterasu and Kenzo did try and look for their grandson Hideo but to 
no avail. Hence when a badly scarred man arrives claiming to be her grandson 
it transports her back to the past and opens up a flood of memories and the guilt 
of what could have happened under different circumstances comes flooding 
back.  

 

Val Rowe  

A compelling and extremely emotive first novel from Jackie 
Copleton. I could not put it down.  

When a young man named Hideo arrives at her house unexpectedly, elderly  
widow Amaterasu Takahashi cannot accept that it could be her grandson - 



 

victim, together with his mother Yuko, her daughter - of the Nagasaki atomic 
bomb in 1945. In re-examining her life, Amaterasu revisits painful memories of 
her past, forcing her to face up to her former relationships, losses and shameful 
life events. 

If this is Jackie Copleton's first novel, I cannot wait to discover what she 
produces next! I thought that this would be a pleasant, rather 'light-weight' read 
and how wrong I was! A natural storyteller, Coppleton marries romance, 
emotion and passion in a beautifully evocative and graphically descriptive style 
which had me gripped from the onset. Full of unexpected twists, the novel 
enabled me to visit an era and setting which I have never explored fully before. 

Each chapter begins with an explanation of a japanese word which provides a 
link with events contained within that chapter; a charming and quite clever 
device which I found myself rereading. 

I enjoyed this novel so much that it continued to 'live' with me for several days 
and I have recommended it to several friends. 

 

Linde Merrick 

This easy-to-read but absorbing novel uses the devastation of the atom bombing 
of Nagasaki to explore the emotional dynamics within three generations of one 
particular Japanese family. The appearance and startling claim of a badly 
scarred man at the door of the grandmother, Amaterasu, 40 years after her 
emigration to America starts her recollections of the past. The use of flashbacks 
via the medium of her dead daughter Yuko's diaries and the doctor Sato's letters 
works well to give life to these main characters and builds up a real sense of 
their conflicting emotions before, during and after “pikadon” (the Japanese 
word used to describe the bombing effect). 

I found the definitions of a Japanese word at the start of each chapter provided 
a clear insight into the emotional and cultural morality in Japan and added 
significantly to my understanding of the motives and emotions behind 
Amaterasu's actions and her wish to present an edited version of her past. 

Jackie Copleton has built upon her intimate knowledge of the 
Japanese way of life to craft a sensitive exploration of the pain of 
love, betrayal, guilt, parenthood choices, family and forgiveness. I 
found the ending a little too contrived and too saccharine for my taste but 
overall the novel makes quite an impact and provides a poignant tale. 

 



 

Rosie Watch  

I knew I would love this book from the moment I read the synopsis. 

It is such an unusual story with a rarely discussed subject matter. My son was 
visiting Japan while I read the book and the Japanese words and their 
explanations at the start of each chapter really gave me an insight into the 
beautiful philosophy and logic of the Japanese people, their graciousness and 
respect for others. Jackie Coleton’s descriptions of Japan are so vivid and leap 
from the page for all their senses. 

The story is beautifully told and as with any great story the 
overlapping plots are wonderfully interlinked and resolved by the 
end of the book. 

The way the life of Amaterasu unfolds is sensitively portrayed with real feelings 
for the characters. By the time the book finishes I am willing Hideo to be her 
grandson. I will certainly be looking out for her second novel. 

 

Ian Tyreman  

The story unwinds gracefully and cast although small in number 
draw you in and you feel part of drama as events unfold. An insight 
into Japanese culture in a way that is moving and inspirational. Short 
dictionary paragraphs introduce the coming chapter, showing the beauty and 
intensity of the language. The story is told over a number of years and unwinds 
gracefully, based upon a small cast of characters whereupon you embrace the 
love and turmoil each are suffering. A most interesting and addictive 
read.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Very absorbing novel based on a period of history – the atomic bomb 
attack in Japan – and it’s far reaching consequence on one family.  
Truly heart-stopping stuff.  

And whilst it left little to the imagination as to the devastation that the attack 
had on human life, the author did not let the story run into a depressing read.  It 
made you think, question and feel angered that it happened, but such was the 
style of writing, it became totally un-putdownable. 

When a man arrives on the doorstep of elderly Amarerasu claiming to be her 
long lost grand-son, she is taken back to her life in Japan and the world she and 



 

her husband left after the atomic bomb attack in 1945.  The attack which took 
her only daughter and 7 year old grand-son.  The memories too painful to stay 
and so they left to start a new life in the US. 

40 years later, the man who now claims to be her grand-son throws her into a 
whirlwind of memories not just of the time of the attack, but her own childhood 
and history that led her to marriage and her family.  

A unique story that should be #1 to your ‘must-read’ list if you enjoy well 
writing, captivating and thought provoking books. 

 

 


