
 

 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
The Dogs by Allan Stratton 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Thora Harrison, age 13 

Pardon the cliché, but I could not 

put this down. It was tense and I 

became totally absorbed, 

whispering to the pages in a 

desperate attempt to speak to the 

characters. Sadly, it did not work.  

This book was extremely 

gripping, I became absorbed 

in the story, staying up late 

just to find out what would 

happen, and the ending did 

not fail me. The plot twists and 

turns in unexpected ways, keeping 

you waiting until the final moment. 

I loved the way that there were so 

many little clues to pick up on, and 

I loved the red herrings especially. 

You will, like I did, want to know 

more about the back story of 

Cameron and his mom, and this is 

the book's only failing. It is too short! However, the quality of the writing more 

than makes up for this. I wholly recommend this book to anyone who enjoys a 

good mystery, as I tried hard to work out what would happen yet still could not 

devise such a clever plot as Allan Stratton. This is one of my favourite new 

books, and you should most definitely give it a go. 

 http://teerosiebooks.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

 

 



 

 

Lewis Duckworth, age 13 

This original unique story is about a mother and a child on their run from their 

over obsessive dad/husband.  

‘The Dogs’ by Allan Stratton is a mystery thriller hover for ages 13 and over. For 

me this book starts off fairly slowly. At first I wasnt too enthusiastic to 

continue reading it. But, like most other books,it gets better the further 

you read it. 

The original unique story is about a mother and child who are on the run from 

their over obsessive dad/husband who claims to love them,but actually want to 

kill them, so that they can be 'together'. 

I have read better books but that doesn't mean this book is bad. Yeah sure it has 

its downs but doesn't every other book? I would give this book a 7/10 as it is 

definitely worth a read. 

 

Amisha McCrystal, age 12  

‘The Dogs’ is an amazing novel that will keep you on your toes the 

whole time you read it. ‘The Dogs’ is an adventurous book that anyone at any 

age could read and ejoy. 

‘The Dogs’ is about a young teenager called Cameron, who’s moved five times in 

five years because his father is supposed to be hunting him and his mother. Well 

that’s what she says anyway. Cameron’s not so sure! 

After moving a fifth time Cameron’s mum finally gets a good job and meets 

someone nice. But the same can’t be said about Cameron. Cameron’s getting into 

fights with other kids, and annoyed one of their great-grandmas who was in a 

home for being crazy. But that’s only one side of the story. 

Cameron believes that there was a murder 50 years back in the old house he’s 

living in at the moment. He sees a young boy, maybe 9, that only he can see and 

hear, who may or not be a ghost.  

One night he looks out of his bedroom window and sees someone in their barn. Is 

it his dad or Cody (a boy he had a fight with ) or is it Jacky the ghost... ??? 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Brilliant book. fantastic plot, couldn't put it down.  

This is a READ NOW book. the mystery and twists and turns in this book are just 



 

 

gripping. An edge of your seat story that will leave you wanting more. 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 13 

A rather frightening read and a nail biting drama.  

If you like a scary read than this is for you. If not steer clear!!!I would recommend 

this book to older teens and not to younger children as it contains a lot of violence 

and a few disturbing scenes. Personally, it wasn't my cup of tea.  

Its set in an old creepy house on the outskirts of a town which is haunted by "the 

dogs". This story is about a boy called Cameron who along with his mum is on the 

run from his violent father. As his father tracks them down they both realise that 

nowhere is safe. 

 

Shannon McCluskey   

St Colm’s High School  

‘The Dogs’ is an amazing book to read.  It is very mysterious.  The main 

story line is about a boy named Cameron and his mum who are on the run from 

Cameron’s Dad.  Cameron does not know why but he has heard his Granny 

saying “next time he’ll kill her”. 

They move into an old farmhouse Cameron starts to see and hear a boy named 

Jacky who had lived in the house many years ago.  He goes to the library to do 

some research on the house and finds out that Jacky’s father was killed by the 

dogs he had bought for protection.   

The story becomes very tense and exciting when Cameron’s Dad eventually 

finds them.  Read it to find out what happens.  You will really enjoy it.  It is a 

really great read. 

I would recommend this novel to 12+  

I have never read this author before but will definitely be looking out 

for him in the future. 

 

 

 


