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Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 

 

Cassandra Butler, age 6 

This book was amazing and I really 

enjoyed it.  

Dotty has just moved and has to 

start at a new school as the new 

kid, but makes friends with Ben 

(Beans) and they become 

detectives!  

The story is about a girl named Dorothy 

(Dot as she prefers to be called) and her 

top dog McClusky and her new friend 

Beans. 

There is a talent show at Beans and 

Dotty's school but one of Dotty’s friends’ 

Amy, is really scared to perform, so 

Dotty gives her some lucky sparkly red 

shoes to help her feel more confident.  However, something goes wrong and the 

shoes go missing.  It’s then up to Dotty and Beans to find the shoes in time and 

save the day! 

It was quite funny as Dotty and Beans try to be real detectives and 

communicate in code, so they find a hole in the wall and use it to leave messages 

for each other using biscuits! 

I really liked the style of writing as it’s written like a diary with funny writing 

and pictures telling what Dotty gets up to each day.  

I would offer to lend this book to any of my friends as it’s really good. 



 

Sophie Bridges, age 13 

I think Dotty Detective by Clara Vulliamy is a good book, with a 

good story line. However, being 13 years old I think the book is a bit 

young for my age.  

I think this book would be suitable for children ages 7-10. This sort of book is like 

'Diary of a Wimpy Kid' or 'Dork Diaries' being based on a young girl's Diary. 

However if someone was looking to read 'Diary of a Wimpy Kid' or 'Dork 

Diaries' I would recommend reading this book beforehand. 

 

Aarav Mehta, age 7 

The characters are Dot, Beans, Laura, McCluskey, Amy and Frankie. Together 

they are the Join the Dots Detectives.  

It was interesting and it makes you want to read the next book. If you watch 

‘Death in Paradise’ this is your kind of book. Although the front cover and start 

are a bit girlish, don't judge it until you've read it. It's funny, it's mysterious 

and you will be puzzled for a long time. 

 

Ruby Laverty, age 6 

It was good!!  I liked how Dot solved the mystery.  McClusky was my 

favourite character. I am looking forward to reading the next book about Dot. 

 

Daniel Bisland, age 8 

This books is about a girl called Dotty, her dog McClusky and her friend Beans. 

On her first day at her new school, she sat next to Beans, on a table with Laura, 

Amy and Frankie. When the teacher, Mr Dickens, announced that there would 

be a talent show, Dotty thought that Laura was going to get up to mischief and 

ruin Amy’s turn. Does the talent show go to plan or do Dotty and her friends 

save the day? 

I liked the book but it was a bit too girly for me. I give it 4/5 for this reason. I 

recommend it to 6-7+ good readers who like to solve mysteries! 

 

Martha Cox, age 7 

A fun story about being a detective!  



 

I really enjoyed reading this book.  It was lots of fun about a girl called Dot 

being a detective. My favourite characters were Dot and Beans because they like 

investigating things like I do. 

 

Abi Zinkin, age 6 

This was a really lovely story about a girl who thinks she can be a 

detective, but she's also starting a new school after moving house, 

and she's making new friends, but it's not sad at all, just fun.  

I really enjoyed reading this book because it made me feel that it was for 

slightly older readers with some difficult story lines and words but I managed 

to read it all myself and it was happy and fun. I loved the doodles on each page 

because it is written as a diary and Dot does her own scribbles and doodles on 

each page and draws things that happened. She has a brilliant dog and also 

makes a brilliant best friend, and the story isn't sad because the little girl doesn't 

get worried about things. There's lots going on and it teaches all the things you 

need to be a detective too.  

The best thing about Dot is all the things she notices about everything and all 

the people at school, and sometimes she jumps to the wrong conclusions, but she 

always works things out in the end. I would definitely recommend this book to 

my friends. 
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Lauren Evans, age 10. 

I couldn’t really think of any faults, it is a quick and easy book which I 

would recommend to ages 5+.  All of the words I found easy to pronounce 

and I loved it! 

 

Serena Mazin, age 8 

It is a super book about solving mysteries. It is a quick read with fun 

sketches of Dot and of course her faithful friend a dog called 

McCluskey.  

Dot loves being a detective with her super dog McClusky, who is very good at 

finding things. Together they make a great team and are able to solve 

mysteries. 



 

One part I liked is where someone is trying to win the school talent show by 

cheating, however, Dot and McClusky follow the case. Read the book to find out 

if they solve the mystery! 

 

Evie Meredith, age 6 

I would give this 10/10!  

The book is about a girl called Dotty and she moves house and find 

things are missing. 

My favourite character is Mr McCluscky because he's very clever. 

The part I didn't like is when someone hides the lucky shoes. 

My favourite part is when Dotty helps Amy out on her song, by holding a 

rainbow banner. 

 

Bethany McNeil, age 8 

‘Dotty Detective’ was a great book. I liked how the words were 

written in different styles and how the pictures were created.  I 

thought the storyline was so interesting to read and I loved every single part of 

it especially when they find out who hid the shoes. My two favourites are Amy 

and Dotty.  I really liked the red lucky shoes. If I was Dotty I would wear them 

all of the time.  It's an amazing book to read! 

 

Aminah Kauser, age 10 

A quick and easy read that I enjoyed so much.  

I liked the main character and the way the book was set out. The pictures helped 

me imagine what was going on. The size of the writing was perfect, also I really 

loved the storyline and how everything was plotted. Overall I really liked 

reading this and would really like to read more of Clara Vullianmy’s books. I 

would recommend this book. 

 

Mia Schader, age 9 

If you like solving crimes and being a detective you will love this 

book, it’s funny too!  

 



 

Dotty and her dog McCluskey move to a new school which is when the 

adventure begins. The mystery begins during a Talent Show when Amy is going 

to sing a song and Dotty lends Amy her lucky shiny shoes. But Laura has a bad 

plan so that Amy does not win. Are Dotty and her friend Bean going to solve the 

crime? I loved the book and recommend it. 

  

  

 


