
  

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Every Second Counts by Sophie McKenzie 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Megan Abbott, age 15 

‘Every Second Counts’ is a book not 

to be missed with its gripping 

storyline from start to finish, as 

well as it's in depth characters. It's 

a must read!  

After reading the first in the series I was 

immediately hooked as I was able to 

immerse myself into the book straight 

from the beginning. I greatly anticipated 

the next one and I was not disappointed . 

In ‘Every Second Counts’ we are reunited 

with the main characters Nat and 

Charlie who are on the run as they are 

falsely accused of terrorism and 

kidnapping. Throughout the book we 

follow them trying to save England from 

an extremist political party, they 

attempt to bring normality back; to 

themselves and England  

I have noticed with other sequels they aren't as good as the first, but this is not 

true in this case.  

This action packed book will appeal to teenagers who love fast-paced novels 

with lots of adventure and unexpected twists and turns, which will keep you 

completely hooked. I did like the fact that it only had a hint of romance which 

didn't overpower the main storyline of the book, but actually gave an insightful 

depth into the different characters. Unlike ‘Split Second’ it is intense and ties up 

the loose end of the plot. I would highly recommend this book and would 

definitely read it again. 

 

 



  

Natalie Hunter, age 12 

‘Every Second Counts’ was brilliant like the book before. It was filled 

with adventure and excitement and had some great new characters 

introduced. Read this book!  

I love both books in this series. This one was filled with adventure and 

excitement. I especially liked the new characters introduced like Lucas and 

Spider. There was not quite as many plot twists in this book but the most 

prominent one was big enough to make up for that. It was also quite good how 

you see the older characters in a new light. The ending is brilliant and fast-

pasted. I highly recommend this book. 

 

Rose Heathcote, age 15 

This book is a real page turner a must read for teenage girls and 

boys who enjoy a fast paced action thriller. I recommend you read 

‘Split Second first’.  

I read both ‘Split Second’ and ‘Every Second Counts’ over a weekend, I was 

addicted from the very start, I literally couldn't put them down.   My review of 

‘Every Second Counts’, there are so many twists and turns constantly through 

the book, you think something going to happen and then it goes in the opposite 

direction.   Charlie has no option, she makes  a dangerous decision to escape the 

situation that both her and Nat find themselves in, this is a gamble because she 

doesn't  know whether it will pay off and she is risking the lives of everybody 

she cares about,  however, she has no choice but take a chance.  A fast paced 

action book which you will thoroughly enjoy.  I would give both ‘Split Second’ 

and ‘Every Second Counts’ 5 stars *****, both books are as good as each other 

and I will definitely be recommending them to my family and friends. 

 

Hollie Compton, age 16 

An amazing, gripping and fast paced novel. It kept me gripped 

brilliantly and I couldn't read it fast enough.  

I loved every second. It’s a fantastic book which kept me hanging on every 

word. The characters Nat and Charlie are two great people who have been 

through so much but still survive, I found them easy to relate to but at the same 

time still held a sense that they were different and had the power to captivate 

me. I found it great how you'd think a character was on one side and Nat and 

Charlie would trust them and then it would swap, keeping you in suspense until 



  

it was vital for you to find out who they supported and if they were to be 

trusted. 

I love how the chapters are presented and how the varying chapter lengths 

made me want to read them quicker, adding to the suspense and tension. I also 

like how the book is split into parts and how there was a word and its definition 

which related to some part of that part of the book. 

 

Lorraine Baker 

In the second book in the series – ‘Every Second Counts’, Charlie and Nat are on 

the run after being accused (falsely) of being terroists.  They go on the run and 

join a resistance group in order to expose an evil politician before he can win 

the election. 

 Just like ‘Split Second’, the book was faced paced and easy to read and ended 

with a satisfying conclusion.  For me it was more enjoyable as it left out all the 

romantic slushy stuff which normally spoils the story in my view.  

All in all a book that I would highly recommend and that was 

enjoyable to read and flowed easily and were not difficult to follow. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

Being an older reader of 57, I gave this and ‘Every Second Counts’ to my 14 year 

old niece, She read them both over a weekend and was full of praise for both. 

The story of Charlie and Nat who meet after a terrorist bombing in London in 

the near future starts off at a cracking pace and continues throughout both 

books. The short chapters propel the story along at a fast speed. The 

development of the relationship between Nat and Charlie is handled well and 

has you rooting for them. The twist at the end of Split Second’ leaves you 

wanting more. 

‘Every Second Counts’ is just as good and carries on at the same breakneck 

speed with Charlie and Nat having to split to clear their names and return to a 

relatively normal life. The ending is not the neatly tied package but is a 

satisfying conclusion to a highly recommended pair of books for young 

adults although anyone would enjoy reading them. 

 

 

 



  

Charlotte Connolly 

Just as fast paced as ‘Spilt Second’ but ends up at a satisfying 

conclusion to Charlie and Nats story.  

The story picks up a couple of weeks after ‘Split Second’ ends and the story 

continues from there. 

I don't want to give away any spoilers so I won't be going over the plot but I will 

say that ‘Every Second Counts’ is just as action packed and full of surprises that 

will keep you guessing and reading to see what happens next. 

I love books with lots of twists and this book had so many of them that I did 

definitely not see coming, I read a lot of thrillers and I often guess them, so I 

was really pleasantly surprised when they happened.  

I thought this book was a trilogy and only realized that it was a two part book 

when I got to the last few pages and it seemed like the story was coming to an 

end, naturally though not as if it was forced or rushed to fit the end into the 

book, which so often happens. 

I loved ‘Every Second Counts’ and would recommend it to adults and older 

children alike who like a fast paced exiting well written story, I will be looking 

out for more Sophie Mckenzie books in the future! 

Thank you to love reading for my review copy! 

 

Lauren Coffman, age 14 

‘Every Second Counts’ was an amazing read. There was always 

something happening and it contained every emotion. It was a real 

page turner and a book I would highly recommend.  

I loved ‘Split Second’ and couldn't wait to see the story develop in ‘Every Second 

Counts’, and it really did. I loved how their relationship grew, and the fact that 

they knew they had each other, though miles apart. I really identified with their 

determination in this book, as I felt as if I had lived their journey with them in 

‘Split Second’. Once again it made me laugh and cry simultaneously, something 

I think only great books can do, and I was so sad when the book was over. I 

would urge everyone to read this book. 

 

 

 



  

Esme Molloy, age 14 

This title is even more thrilling than the first. Brimming with secrets, 

lies, adventures, mysteries and everything else you could possibly 

want from a book.Will tempt even the most cautious of readers.  

Another tantalizing tale by McKenzie, this book will have you hooked from the 

first page. 

I would advise reading this books 'predecessor' SPLIT SECOND  before enjoying 

this novel, I think it would be fairly hard to keep up otherwise. 

I love the style in which McKenzie writes, and in my opinion the highlights of 

this book are the blooming relationships between characters whether these be 

because for better or worse. 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 14 

‘Every Second Counts’ was a great follow-up to ‘Split Second’. Right 

from the beginning the novel was fast paced and full of surprises.  

Alternating between Charlie and Nat had its advantages and disadvantages. 

Alternating meant we got to see what was happening at different points of the 

story and could see what both characters were doing. However, it was 

frustrating when one character knew something the other didn't. It would then 

become a race against the clock to tell the other what was going on. Often I 

would have been enjoying a chapter from one character's point of view when it 

would suddenly change which was a bit annoying as I would have liked to have 

continued reading the book from the same character's point of view. However, 

this did make me read on as I wanted to get back to the character I was 

enjoying so in that way, it was quite a good idea. I really enjoyed the addition of 

Spider. I thought he brought out new sides of Charlie and Nat that perhaps we 

hadn't seen before. The fact Spider was Riley's son made it all the more 

interesting. The book was very political and really made you think about the 

differences between right and wrong. I thought this was great as often teenage 

books are a lot simpler and don't have these questioning messages as many 

people think teenagers wouldn't understand it or, in this case, wouldn't be 

interested in the politics of a fictional world. Even so, however fictional the book 

is, the message will still apply to everyday life and I really enjoyed that part of 

that novel. 

To conclude, I thought ‘Every Second Counts’ was a great read with the right 

ending. It was full of suspense and mystery. 



  

Ella Hollingshead, age 13 

Brilliant book! I couldn't put it down as I wanted to find out what 

was going to happen next. A book that will leave the reader filled 

with excitement, fear and relief.  

'Every Second Counts' is the stunning sequel to 'Split Second' that captures the 

readers attention from the first page. It's thrilling and shocking, secrets are 

revealed and new alliances are formed.  

The story takes place in the future London as Charlie and Nat are running from 

the police who have reason to believe they kidnapped the Mayors son and 

planted a bomb under the Houses of Parliament. These acts of crime were set up 

by a secret organisation - the EFA - which Charlie and Nat joined believing they 

were doing good and saving lives- not endangering them.  

New troubles arise when Charlie decides to find her father. The part I like the 

best is when Charlie risks her life for Nat by going into a building about to be 

bombed to retrieve an antidote.  

I thoroughly recommend this book to all teenagers. 

 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 


