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Rose Heathcote, age 15 

I would highly recommend this book to 

teenage girls. Bluebell uses her diary to 

record her emotions and feeling on 

events going on around her because as a 

middle child she often feels ignored.  

‘Flora in Love’ is about a teenage girl called 

Bluebell Gatsby who has to deal with the ups 

and downs of teenage life, love, friends and 

family!  The book is "Bluebells Diary" and is 

packed with lots of events, her sister has fallen 

in love, her mum is expecting a baby, her dad is 

grumbling about all their pets and her little 

sister is entering a big poetry competition but 

everyone seems to forget about Bluebell, her 

diary is the only thing that she feels is listening 

to her.  It is a roller coaster of Bluebells 

emotions. Each character is well developed and 

you will not be left wondering what happens to 

each of them.  A definite worthwhile book to 

read and I would give it ***** 5 stars. 

 

Alice Horncastle, age 14 

I just adored the Gadsby family - they sprung into life on the page! It 

was also extremely funny and a heart warming story. I would highly 

recommend this book to all teenagers of ages 12 and up.  

I loved the Gadsby family so much because as well as having lots of funny 

mishaps they also have a clear bond which was strong throughout the book and 



dragged me from my world into theirs. My favorite part in the book was where 

Bluebell films Zach at the concert and Flora seems to fall in love with him!  

The books format was also interesting with Bluebell's video diary. I also found 

her relationship with Jake funny because he was clearly not right for her  and 

yet she has stacks of funny 'romantic'daydreams about them both! 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

I have to admit, I got a bit addicted to this book. Now I hope there's a 

third book in the series, I was left craving more!  

I loved this book, the style of writing was very unique and original. The sudden 

twist of events made this book very interesting. I really hope there's a third book 

soon because I was left craving more. The characters are amusing because they 

all have very different personalities. I loved this book! 

 

Rosie Cousins, age 14  

‘Flora in Love’ is a sequel to one of the books I have loved reading more than 

anything. When Natasha Farrant came out with this book I squealed with joy 

but wondered whether any book could be better than the first, and then I read 

this.  This book has taken me through any emotions, up and downs, family and 

social life. Blue seeing the world behind the camera explains how she sees 

everything with her friends and her crazy family. From the first word to the 

last I was indulged and intriged by this book and wouldn’t put it 

down for a moment. I would recommend this book to all my friends, family 

and even people I barely knew because this book will entertain all readers and 

have them crying, laughing, smiling from the beginning. It is a very 

memorable book that I certainly won’t ever forget.  

 

Ella hollingshead, age 13 

A fantastic read that really captures the readers attention in the way 

it is written. Bluebell Gadesby is one of four siblings, who likes to 

write diaries that capture everyday life in her household.  

An excellent combination of diary entries and transcripts that really bring the 

book to life, ‘Flora in Love’ is the sequel to 'After Iris'.  It begins just after the 

summer holidays when thirteen year old Bluebell Gadsby's (otherwise known as 

Blue) old au pair, Zoran, couldn't come to a dinner that her parents had invited 



him to. Zoran had left to become a music teacher and was suddenly and 

unexpectedly left with more than he had bargained for.  

My favourite part of the book is the end but I won't  give too much away!  I can't 

wait for the next sequel and would definitely recommend this book to others. 

 

Phoebe Allan, age 13 

‘Flora in Love’ is a beautiful book that really captures the essence of 

family life. As it was the second in the series of ‘The Diaries of Bluebell 

Gadsby’, I was worried that I wouldn't understand the book as I hadn't read it's 

previous, ‘After Iris’. However, I quickly realised that it wasn't essential as 

Blue's world is something that you are simply dropped into and understand 

completely. I would take all the spare time I had to dive into the Gadsby's hectic 

family life and hated having to emerge from a world that had the words 

jumping off the pages, yet was so relatable. It has the perfect ingredients for an 

amazing book; humour, tragedy, a handful of love and a whole lot of busy 

family life. Farrant writes in such a wonderful way, and I can't wait to 

read more of her material!  

 

Mary Murphy, age 14 - St. Colm’s High School 

This book was a great read. I really loved the eye-catching cover that’s what 

made me want to read the book. I read the blurb and was immediately 

intrigued and interested in reading the book. It is very relevant to everyday life 

and society in today’s world. This book is about Bluebell and her crazy family. 

Just when Bluebell thought her crazy family were finally becoming normal, her 

parents make an announcement that could turn everything around. 

If only Zoran, their au pair, would come back to live with them this would be 

great for the family. It’s a shame he's too busy teaching guitar to Zachary 

Smith. 

Blue is jealous the first time, until Zach starts helping her little sister with a 

secret project and becomes a regular visitor at the Gadsby house. This is a 

fabulous book and I would love to read another one if it came out. I 

would recommend this book to girls ages 11 +.  

  

 

 



Daisy Ingram, age 12  

This book is funny, sweet and it is one I can relate to. I have enjoyed 

reading about the crazy life of Bluebell Gadsby.  It is also very 

emotional and also very chaotic. I really like the character Bluebell and now 

want to read the first in the series, ‘After Iris’. 

I would rate this book 4 out of 5 stars because I really enjoyed reading it. I 

would recommend  it to teenage girls of every age because there is always a 

character you can relate to. People who like Cathy Cassidy or Jacqueline Wilson 

will probably enjoy this book. 

 

Lux Mackay, age 12 

‘Flora in Love’ is an amazing novel. It is sad, happy and has lots of 

mixed emotions. I would recommend this to girl’s aged 11+.  

 ‘Flora in Love’ is about a girl called Blue; she has one older sister and a younger 

brother and sister. One of Blue’s best friends, Jake, goes out with her until he 

goes to Australia for a month, that’s where he meets another girl and falls in 

love with her, Blue wasn’t very happy, where as Zoran, a good friend of hers, 

has to look after a boy called Zach.  When Flora meets him it is true love at first 

sight.  Blue and her family also find out that they are going to have a baby, 

when they discover this it makes life very hectic… I can’t say anymore because I 

will spoil it, if you want to find out more read this fab book. 

 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

‘Flora in Love’ is a hilarious book that will make you laugh, cry and 

laugh until you cry! Being part of such a big family, Blue doesn't get 

noticed much, will her family put their problems aside to help her?  

I haven't read the first Gadsby family book so it was a bit difficult to grasp what 

was happening. However once you had figured what was going on it was a 

really fabulous book.  Bluebell Gadsby is part of a huge family and is not always 

noticed.  Her Mother is being very secretive and acting strangely, her father is 

'setting their pets free' and her big sister Flora has fallen deeply and desperately 

in love.  But will anyone notice that Blue is having problems of her own? I would 

recommend to read the first book ‘After Iris’ before ‘Flora in Love’ and I am 

hoping to get a copy myself to read as I loved this second book. I would rate it 

9.5/10 :-D 



Jodi Coffman, age 12 

I really enjoyed this book and found it easy to get into and couldn’t 

wait to read it to the end.  The characters are funny but sincere.  I found 

Bluebell particularly likeable and was eager to find out how her sister’s love life  

evolves.  I would highly recommend this book to young teens. 

This book is about a girl, Bluebell Gadsby, who has a large family.  The story is 

mainly her diary entries but interspersed with this is movie scenes.   There is a 

lot going on in her family with lots of raised voices and concerns.  The family’s 

male au pair has just left them to become a full time music teacher and he has 

taken in one of his students as a result of trouble at home.  Bluebell’s older sister, 

Flora, falls in love with this student and the book tells the story of Flora in love 

and how they cope with the relationship.  The book is exciting but in parts sad.  I 

found it easiest to connect with Bluebell as, like me, she is a middle child!  The 

book covers many typical family situations which I am sure many could relate 

to. 

 

 

 

 

 


