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Aimee Sweet, age 13 

’round and round, tighter and tighter, 

smaller and smaller. 

Forever. 

Or so it seems.’ 

Life is a spiral. A never ending spiral. 

Becoming tighter, becoming wider. Two 

parallel universes colliding together to 

form one. One perfect spiral. Life. Life is a 

girl, facing normality, making magic. Life 

is realising your destiny, realising the 

answers to the questions you have been 

pursuing for all eternity. Life is a river, 

and what shapes are made beneath the 

surface. Life is all the complications we 

hold and how we work them out. Life is a 

spiral. Read the spirals carefully, and you 

will work out what they mean. 

Sedgwick’s book is so intricate it 

amazed me when I started reading the first story. I just love how 

everything is all connected and fits together so perfectly, but despite 

this you still can’t predict what happens next. All four stories are told in 

so many different ways, yet are really just replicates, copies of each other, 

stories within stories. 

My favourite tale is the first one because of how it’s narrated in one long poem, 

but I love all the others almost as much. 

 

 



The only slight thing with this book is that you have to focus to understand. It is 

not an easy read, which can be a good thing but for people who like to read 

books in an hour will be disappointed. For mainly this reason, the age range is 

for YA (young adults) and for girls and boys. The Publisher is Indigo and I give 

this book four stars. 

 

Chloe Shortall, age 18 - booksandbutterbeer.wordpress.com 

I really enjoyed this fantastic novel from the award winning Marcus 

Segewick. All four storylines were compelling and captivating. I 

would recommend this novel...  

When I received this novel the first thing that struck me was the beautiful cover 

art. The artwork reflects the central idea of the spiral that Sedgwick based this 

novel on. 

The book is split up into four parts which can be read in any order. I read it in 

the order that Sedgwick laid out.  

The first quarter is set in the stone age. It focuses on a girl who wishes to learn 

the magic of her people. This quarter is unique as it is written in the form of 

poetry.  

In the second quarter Anna is accused of being a witch. The chapters in this 

quarter are short, making it easy to read.  

A delirious poet watches the seas in the third quarter. Set in an insane asylum, 

this quarter is possibly my favourite. I loved the characters of both Dexter and 

Verity. I liked that each chapter is labeled by a date. This made it easy to follow 

the sequence of the story. 

The final quarter is set far into the future, as Keir Bowman is woken up for his 

twelve hours. Every ten years Keir is woken up for his waking time.  This time 

he wakes up to strange circumstances and events that should not have 

happened. 

I really enjoyed this fantastic novel from the award winning Marcus Segewick. 

All four storylines were compelling and captivating. I would recommend this 

novel to readers between the age of twelve and eighteen. 

 

Madeleine Faulkner 

I quite enjoyed this interesting yet complex book by Marcus Sedgwick even 

though this is not the genre of book I would choose if picking a book for myself. 



The book was split into four different parts which could be read in any order I 

read it in the way that the author suggested. 

The first chapter was about a girl in the Stone Age who wants to learn magic 

like her tribe. I like this because it was in the form of poetry which is quite 

unique and interesting. 

The second chapter is about a girl called Anna who has to deal with her mother 

dying, her brother's strange illness, weird men trying to marry her and on top 

of that she gets accused of being a witch.I liked this chapter the best because it is 

way easier to read than all he others where you need a lot of concentration.I 

also like this part because it used lots of imagery. 

The next chapter is about a mad poet stuck in an asylum. I liked the characters 

of Verity and Dexter the most. I also liked the fact that each chapter had a date 

it which was helpful so that you could understand that it went in chronological 

order. 

The final chapter is set far into the future and it is about a man called Keir 

Bowman who is awakened for his 12 years. Every 10 years this happens except 

this year he has awoken to some strange things and some events which should 

not have happened! 

I found this book quite difficult to read because it was quite slow paced and 

wordy but overall, I found it quite interesting to read something 

outside of my comfort area, which tested my reading skills. 

 

Emily Passmore, age 13 

This book is intriguing and interesting, with each section different 

from the others. I would definitely recommend it to others!  

From the prologue of this book, I thought it was very interesting. However, I 

didn't really enjoy the first section, as it is written as a poem, so not everyone 

will enjoy it. After this though, all the sections were extremely good, and I 

particularly enjoyed section three. It has a very original concept, and the way it 

fits together is ingenious. I would definitely recommend this book to people who 

love reading, but it can be a little hard to understand, and you have to pay quite 

a lot of attention at times. Overall, a very good read! 

 

Jack Wilson, age 12 

Brilliant, complicated and different!  



There are four stories in this book, which can be read in any order, but I read 

them in the order they came in the book. So before you start reading you have to 

make a decision for yourself. 

What links the stories is the spiral. I found this a challenging book to read, but 

in a good way as it makes you think about life even after you've read it. 

The cover is awesome too! 

5 stars. 

 

 

 

 


