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Poppy, age 17 

This book lived up to, and exceeded 

my expectations. Such a poignant 

read that takes both the characters 

ad the readers alike on a journey 

that is startling and heart 

wrenching.  

Dubosarsky writes in such a beautiful and 

poetic way that drew me into the book and 

the story. Her style of writing is so fresh 

and memorable. I connected with the 

characters, knowing what is like to 

growing up and changing from those 

obedient and naive schoolgirls into to a 

young adult. I love this book, it was 

perfect being so short as it creates a far 

more vivid and striking story that I know 

I will always remember and draw 

inspiration from. Thoroughly recommend 

this book to all ages. 

 

Jake Fletcher, age 13 - http://www.jakesbooks.wordpress.com 

‘The Golden Day’ throws away the rules of writing a mystery novel, 

and produces something utterly brilliant in its place.  An interesting 

book for interesting people.  

By the time I had finished this book, I was speechless. I find it hard to describe 

what this book is all about. At first I found the novel slow going, then one night, 

I picked up the book and I started to read and was swept off my feet.  I couldn’t 

believe how much the book had suddenly picked up pace. It starts by describing 

eleven Australian schoolgirls and their teacher. Once a week, they visit a 



memorial Garden and write poems.  It doesn’t sound like much of a story so far, 

does it? But suddenly, the teacher disappears. Has she been kidnapped?  

Murdered?  All of a sudden, there’s a whole bag of mayhem, but in this mystery, 

nothing ever gets solved. 

I found myself slightly confused, slightly frustrated, slightly flabbergasted by 

this book so I decided to look for clues in the paintings that inspired the story.  

Each chapter in this book is named after a painting by Australian Artist Charles 

Blackman. I understood the link immediately. His paintings are abstract but 

include strange cubist figures. ‘The Golden Day’ has a simple plot, yet events 

occur that contradict what we think we know. This happens in the paintings too.  

This emotional book is beautifully written. However, it’s a mystery without an 

ending. A mystery which keeps you guessing even after the end. ‘The Golden 

Day’ throws away the rules of writing a mystery novel, and produces 

something utterly brilliant in its place.  An interesting book for interesting 

people. 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

This book was extremely hard to put down, and was brimming with 

mystery and adventure.  

This book doesn't really fit into a specific genre. It is kind of a mix of mystery, 

adventure and history. It was page-turning and captivating, I struggled to put 

it down. I would definitely recommend it to readers who were 12 or older as I 

am that age and really enjoyed it. It was something different to what I normally 

read and I was glad I gave it a go.  

Overall, I would definitely recommend this book and really enjoyed it. 

 

Jessaymn Doore, age 16 

‘The Golden Day’ is a somewhat sinister short story with a ghostly 

theme.  It is about the loss of innocence and the ignorance of 

childhood.  It is best read at night!  

"Today girls,' said Miss Renshaw, we shall go out into the beautiful garden and 

think about death" A sign of sinister things to come in the opening. 

The story takes place in Sydney at a school for girls during 1967. Their teacher, 

Miss Renshaw, has 11 girls in her class and the story centres around her bizarre 

and mysterious disappearance whilst taking the girls on a school visit to see 



some local aboriginal cave paintings with Morgan the park gardener.  

We are lead to believe Miss Renshaw is romantically involved with Morgan and 

the girls are left to wonder if she has disappeared through choice or whether 

something more sinister has happened involving Morgan.   

Loyal to Miss Renshaw the girls do not to reveal anything about Morgan or 

what happened to school principal or the authorities.  

A number of the girls personalities and experiences begin to influence how they 

feel about Miss Renshaw's disappearance.  Fear, friendship and courage are 

strong themes. 

I liked the book and read it in one sitting. There is lots to think about afterwards 

and for discussion. 

 

Jade Brown, age 13 

This creepy book is very similar in traits to Joan Lindsay's ‘Picnic at 

Hanging Rock’. A haunting tale that will leave the reader thinking of 

this story long after they have read this.  

I thought of Joan Lindsay’s ‘Picnic at Hanging Rock’, if you have read this you 

will find similarities. There are distinct differences ‘The Golden Day’ is a story 

about the loss of the innocence, naiveté, and the ignorance of childhood. The 

similarities are that both parties go off with the teacher and some never come 

back. 

As I could not sleep in the heat wave the night time was a good time to get the 

effects of the truly creepy little story. 

I enjoyed the style of writing and although this is written for YA this is totally 

apt for an adult and it is a good small read for the sunbed. 

It is one of those books which haunts you and makes the reader think about it 

long after they have finished reading this. 

 

Khadijah  

I liked this story for how it was written, and the creepy ambience 

Ursula Dubosarsky kept up throughout the entire story, but as far as 

plot goes - I'm not really sold. 

It is a tad on the whimsical side, or maybe 'abstract' is a better word for it. 

There's a lot of suspense and insight into the emotions and social etiquette of 



humans but I didn't actually understand the message.  

It was a good psychological thrill, but I couldn't fully appreciate the story for 

reasons mentioned above. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is an enthralling read set in Sydney between 1967 and 1975. It is a 

psychological mystery part coming of age story. This story is told from the 

point of view of 11 girls who watch events unfold and grow up throughout the 

novel. I enjoyed this short novel and would recommend it to young 

adults although I thoroughly enjoyed it .  

  

 


