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Sean Keaveny, age 11 

Nathan, a witch half white, half black. 

Even among witches to survive you 

must be white or black. Nathan 

struggles to survive in a world where 

no one accepts him.  

Sixteen-year-old Nathan isn’t your average 

teen, he is a witch.  Living among fains 

(humans), white witches and black witches.  

Nathan is different, he is neither white nor 

black but half white-half black.  His father is 

the most powerful, feared black witch of all 

time and his mother is just a white witch.   

Nathan is kept in a cage and abused by Celia 

who becomes his guardian.  To survive 

Nathan must find his father to receive the 

three gifts he needs or else he will die.  

Nathan can trust no one, the council, his 

family and even the girl he loves so how can 

he survive? 

In this gripping tale of a child’s struggle to survive Sally Green has written a 

story that will keep you hooked until the end. Sally Green writes in a style that 

enables you to identify with the characters and leaves you wanting to find out 

more. This thrilling book will leave you dying for more.  This trilogy has been 

compared to the Hunger Games, believe me this is better! If you are a fan of the 

books that are set in a dark underlying world you will love this. 

This is such a fantastic read I can’t wait for the sequel! 

You can follow Sean on Twitter: @kojk30 



 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

An exciting novel about a young boy born into a family of different 

witches,with twists and turns on every page.   Green makes you feel 

you are on Nathan's journey with him every step of the nailbiting 

way.  

I particularly enjoyed ‘Half Bad’ mainly because you felt like you were always 

in Nathan’s own shoes; let me explain. Nathan’s mother is one of the kindest 

white witches ever known, however Nathan has a different dad to his siblings, 

his dad is Marcus, the worst type of black witch; he kills about 10 people per 

day. 

When Nathan is classified as a half code (the worst type of witch), tradegy 

leaves him and his siblings: Jess, Deborah, and Adrian alone with their gran 

where his whole sorry life unfolds. The reason it feels like you are Nathan is 

because this story is written in second person, which really makes you think and 

you feel his every action as if the book has come alive. 

 Just when you think Nathan has solved a problem an even bigger problem 

appears, and in protecting others he finds himself in an even deeper struggle for 

survival. Then, just when you think things couldn’t possibly get any worse for 

him, there is a final twist, which involves a nail-biting and thrilling ending. I 

would definitely recommend this  story for the lucky people who are over 12! 

 

Adam Pattenden, age 12 

A gripping mix of sorcery, survival and teenage struggle.  

In a world of white witches, black witches and faines (everyone else), the black 

witches are persecuted by the dominant white witches.  The last black witch in 

Britain has a son with a white witch but, due to his black heritage, cannot be 

accepted by the white witches.  This is Nathan's story - a race against time to 

collect his three special amulets before he turns 17.  Nathan talks directly to the 

reader making you feel immersed in the fast moving and intriguing plot.  It is a 

gripping mix of sorcery, survival and teenage struggle. 

 

Belinda Bekheit 

‘Harry Potter’ meets ‘The Hunger Game’s meets ‘Artemis Fowl’ or even ‘Alex 

Rider’; Half Bad seems to contain something of them all.  This is a fast paced 



tale of survival in a world where being a half black, half white witch in a society 

ruled by white witches is not only dangerous but deadly.  The immediacy of the 

present tense, first person narrative adds intensity to an already action packed 

plot based around the universally appealing themes of difference, prejudice and 

survival against the odds.   

The story is told through the eyes of a teenage Half Blood witch called Nathan, 

who defies the ruthless pursuit of the white witches, as he searches for his black 

witch father and ultimately for freedom.  Nathan's experiences show us the 

distorting nature of rigid belief systems on what we judge to be good and evil.   

Truly a tale for our times and an excellent page-turner.  I would 

thoroughly recommend this for 12+ readers. 

 

Lewis Duckworth, age 12 

The book, ‘Half Bad’, is a fantastic fantasy novel written by a talented 

writer, Sally Green. This novel is about a young half blood who wants to get 

his three gifts before he turns seventeen. Sounds easy right, wrong. Nathan has 

many obstacles to overcome, such as: escaping the council, being beaten 

everyday and getting used to killing. This fantasy is perfect for the lovers of 

‘Harry Potter’. It’s quite a dark book so readers aged 11+ would be best.  

Personally I love this book, however at the beginning I was losing interest 

but as I got further to the end I loved it more and more. If you like the sound of 

this book, then why not read it and get the same experience  I had. 

 

Liam Pickering, age 11 

This book was written with deep feelings for the despairing black 

witch. I would definately recommend it to anyone around my age 

especially people who have a big imagination.  

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this exciting and dangerous battle between a 

young black witch and a whole council of witches! This sad book was 

exaggerated by the fact that even his own family was turned against him. I felt 

like I was following the character's every movement and I even shouted out to 

him at one point when I knew that he had walked into trouble! This book was 

very moving and the author's style of writing brought tears to my eyes.  

Although I cried I could not put the book down at any point! 

 

 



Sophie Bridges, age 11 

I really enjoyed reading ‘Half Bad’ By Sally Green. It is a very good book 

about witches and a little bit of fighting, a little bit of love, and a 

little bit about the family.  

The reason I enjoyed ‘Half Bad’ By Sally Green was because It had a lot of 

different things in it like fighting, love and friendly. The fighting bit was good 

and NOT to much violance. The bad bit is at the start it takes a couple of pages 

to get into the book at first but otherwise it is a very good book. 

 

Emily Passmore, age 13 

From the first chapter, this book is totally enthralling and this 

continues throughout. Really, really, really good!  

When I first started to read this book, it totally interested me and I couldn't put 

it down. The charcters are interesting and the story is original, whch makes for 

a very good book. Probably one of the best books I've read in a while. 

You can follow Emily’s blog at: http://scruffybear27.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Josh Hall, age 13 

Not really my style. Interesting in places but mainly difficult to read 

and slightly pointless at times.  

A story about Nathan, who is discriminated against for being a 'Half Code' - his 

father is a black witch, his mother a white witch. People hate him for who he is 

and cause trouble for him and hurt him. The Council take away his brother and 

girlfriend and Nathan decides he has to get away to find his father... 

I found this book rather strange. It was ok in places but overall pretty hard 

going. 

 

Poppy, age 15 

I thought that 'Half Bad' was well written, though I felt that is vas quite 

inappropriate for the age recommended. I also found it rather gory, which is 

not something that I personally enjoy. I found it very gripping and 

difficult to put down, but thought that the ending left lots of loose 

ends that I thought needed to be tied up. 


