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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

This is an absolutely hilarious 

story. It made me laugh out 

loud and I stormed through it 

in a single sitting. It's the 

funniest book I've read in a 

long time. You must read it!  

From the minute I opened ‘Harvey 

Drew and the Binmen from Outer 

Space’ I could not put it down, I 

literally could not tear my eyes 

away from it.  It made me laugh 

out loud and I stormed through it 

in a single sitting.  As soon as I had 

finished it I wanted to read it 

again, it was so funny and so well 

written.  It is set in Galaxy 43b in 

outer space, on the Toxic Spew, an 

intergalactic waste disposal ship 

which is falling apart.  I could 

easily imagine all of the characters, 

their smelly spaceship and the disgusting pizza they love.  The crew need help, 

which comes in the form of Harvey, who is transported from earth to be their 

captain.  He has problems controlling the crew but Harvey is really, really 

brave and he manages to save them from lots of scrapes.  The characters were 

brilliant and I loved Scrummage and Gizmo who were always fighting to be in 

charge of the ship. 

 

Patrick John Griffith, age 8 

This belly achingly funny adventure story is the best book I have 



ever read.  It would suit all adventure lovers who love a chuckle! 

Five star fun!  

This is my favourite book I have ever read because it is an awesome adventure 

story featuring an Earthling (Harvey Drew) and Aliens from Galaxy 43B. By 

accident Harvey is transported to become the unpopular captain of the Toxic 

Spew (an intergalactic garbage ship) but he uses his leadership skills from being 

a football captain on Earth to win over the crew and bravely lead them on their 

adventures.  

 I love the descriptive phrases the author uses which captured my imagination 

and made me feel like one of the characters.          

Some of the characters are a bit strange for example Snuffles is a dog the same 

size as a horse and has a nose like a meatball and Yargal is an oversized green 

slug with six tentacles and three eyes! Yargal cries tears like ‘melted, stringy 

mozzarella cheese!’ Other characters on the Toxic Spew have purple skin, multi-

coloured hair and turquoise eyes. 

I liked Cas Lester’s use of different font to explain to people on Earth what is 

happening or could happen when ‘explofoam’ goes off or when ‘giant pink killer 

maggots’ bite you! 

I wanted to carry on reading this belly achingly funny book and never put it 

down! 

 

Caroline Holland, aged 10 

‘Harvey Drew and the Bin Men from Outer Space’ is a great book for 

anyone who is into space, aliens and a bit of adventure. 

Harvey is a space mad boy always hoping to visit space, when one day he does. 

He joins a space crew and works with them to pass police, dangerous rubbish 

and the annoying computer. 

I think it’s a great book as Cal Lester involves the reader by talking to them so 

they are part of it. I would recommend this book to 9-11 year olds. 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 8 

Harvey Drew  and the Bin Men from Outer Space is a great book. 

Harvey gets transported to outer space and becomes the captain of a 

space ship for space bin men.  



‘Harvey Drew and the Bin Men from Outer Space’ is about a boy who gets 

transported to outer space and becomes the captain of a space ship for space bin 

men but the annoying computer on the space ship forgets how to get Harvey 

back to earth so Harvey ends up going on adventures with the crew of the Toxic 

Spew (the spaceship).  

This was an adventurous funny book. I would like there to be a sequel and I 

recommend it to ages 7-10. I would give it 9/10. 

Matilda Greenacre, age 7 

Harvey is an ordinary boy that ends up on an intergalactic space 

adventure aboard the Toxic Spew (a waste disposal ship in space).  

This is a brilliant adventure story, that’s really fun to read.  

The Toxic Spew is really messy because they are the bin men from outerspace. It 

was really cool when Harvey got a message from the Toxic Spew, and started 

this adventure.   

This is an exciting book, an unputdownable story.  I read it in two days.  I 

highly recommend this book, specially if you are interested in space. 

 

Ross Dawson, age 10 

This book gives Harvey an adventure that boys like me can only 

dream of! Read it for yourself and see if you agree...  

I would have loved to have taken Harvey's adventure on the Toxic Spew. I have 

never been a team captain in real life and it would have been great to try and 

organise Gizmo and Scrummage - they would have been more fun to sort out 

than my bedroom and my sister! 

Though I don't have a dog, Snuffles would be well suited to me because he has a 

nose for adventure, but he is a big softy inside. 

I was glad that Harvey didn't just arrive at home at the end of the story and I 

hope that the author writes a series of books about Harvey and his newfound 

friends. I for one, can't wait to read on! 

 

George Johnson, age 7 

This book was mega-funny, I just couldn't stop laughing.  My mum 

came upstairs after bedtime to see what all the noise was about!  

I loved the funny characters, this is just my sort of book. 



I'm hoping there is going to be another one about the mad binmen from outer 

space! 

 

Oliver Cooper, age 9 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and couldn’t put it down!  

When I had to I just wanted to know what would happen next. I would 

definitely recommend this book to other people because it was exciting, fun, 

funny and a great book. Harvey Drew and all the other characters really came 

to life on the page when I was reading, and they all had different personalities. 

 

Alice East, age 9 

This was a really exiting book with lots of funny creatures.  Harvey 

found himself in an unexpected place and had lots of adventures.  

This was a really exiting book with lots of funny creatures.  Harvey found 

himself in an unexpected place and had lots of adventures.   

My favourite character was Gizmo because he made me laugh as he always 

moaned about doing his jobs. 

The book was a bit strange at the beginning because it started in Galaxy 43B a 

gazillion light years away  - which is very far!  The characters didnt know 

anything about earth and thought it was a big orange planet with three moons!! 

I would recommend this book to both boys and girls who like stories that make 

them laugh with lots of adventure and danger in them. 

It was quiet a quick book to read with fairly short chapters! 

 

Toby Slocombe, age 10 

This fantastic book is full of a child’s imagination.  The characters 

fill the book with laughter and gives the text a jolly feeling. The 

amazing plots are well built up.  

Harvey Drew makes the book an imaginative book because of the incredible 

trick he can do. The crew aboard The Toxic Spew fill the book with laughter 

when they argue. Senior Engineering Officer Gizmo fills the text with even more 

laughter when he gives his advice to the captain. Cas Lester has made a 

wonderful magical tale. 



Alina Wraith, age 8 

‘Harvey Drew and the Binmen From Outer Space’ was a great book.  

I liked it because the description was really effective.  It is about a boy called 

Harvey who dreams of meeting aliens.  Then he accidentally gets transported 

there and meets aliens and has lots of adventures in outer space.  If there isn’t 

going to be a sequel I think it was a bit of a flat ending.  Overall I would give 

it ten out of ten.  I hope Cas Lester writes more books! 

 

Alexander Bateman, age 8 

The book overall is very good and one of the best books I’ve ever 

read.  But I would not read it again because I would know the story.  I think it 

is perfect to go into a shop for sale.  It is funny in some places and in those 

places it is very good.  Snuffles the hunting hound is my favourite character 

because he is so clever.    Cas Lester is now one of my favourite authors 

because she is very imaginative. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, aged 8 

This book is about an ordinary school boy called Harvey who became the 

Captain of a Spaceship that collected rubbish in space. I liked it because 

though I have read many books about adventures in space this one 

was different. You never quite knew what was going to happen next. 

The rubbish element made it interesting  and new and I felt compelled to read 

chapter after chapter to find out what happened next. 

I would have liked more pictures in amongst the chapters not just at the end but 

I am hoping there will be more books published about Harvey and his 

adventures. 

 

Toby Pickering, age 7 

I liked this book because Harvey used his knowledge of captaining 

his football team to help him to captain the Toxic Spew.  

This book was very enjoyable to read as the storyline was good and it was 

written in an amusing way. 

There were lots of funny bits in the book which made me laugh. Harvey was just 

an ordinary boy who played football for his local team but applied for the job of 

captain of the Toxic Spew by accident after recieving a garbled message in Alien 



writing through his Alien alert App on his computer. 

The members of the crew were a little weird but needed some help from Harvey 

to learn how to stop arguing and get on with their mission. 

I would recommend this book to my friends as it was an exciting story full of 

humour and drama along the way. 

I would give this book a 10/10. 

 

Joseph Harris-hart, age 11  

This is a very humorous story about a boy called Harvey Drew who 

suddenly finds himself on the flight deck of the Toxic Spew, a waste 

disposal spaceship.  

Harvey Drew was an 11 year old who liked everything to do with space.His 

bedroom was covered with model spaceships hanging from his ceiling and he 

even had an alien alert app. On his computer! 

He liked to play Space quest on his computer, flying imaginary spaceships 

through the universe battling evil aliens. 

The story begins as Harvey gets a message on his alien alert app. It was lots of 

symbols that he couldn't understand. He sends a reply and suddenly becomes 

transported to the flight deck of The Toxic Spew alien spaceship. There he meets 

Gizmo, Maxie, Scrummage and Snuffles. 

I particularly liked Snuffles the alien dog who sniffs out hazardous waste and 

helped the other characters. 

The characters felt real to me and the plot was exciting as they did dangerous 

things like when they were speeding through space , being fired at and chased 

by the space police. 

I could imagine myself travelling with them and felt as if I was there too. 

This book was gripping and made me want to keep turning the pages. 

I enjoyed this book and would recommend it to children interested in space 

adventures. I hope the author writes more like this. I rate this book 8/10. 

 

Barnaby Foyster, age 8  

Harvey Drew loves everything about space.  He has an alien app on his 

computer because he thinks there is life in outer space that sends messages all 



around the universe.  Harvey wants to get one of these messages.  So every day 

he checks the alien app to see if there is one.  One day Harvey does get a 

message from outer space and then he ends up being zoomed across the 

universe to a spaceship.  It is a rubbish spaceship and it is revolting.  They 

should do 1000 spring cleans one after the other. 

My favourite parts were when Harvey gets to his computer by front flipping 

onto his bed and then bouncing sideways into his computer chair and turning 

his computer on in one move.  Also when he asks for his favourite meal on the 

spaceship but it is nothing like what he orders.  It is hilarious!  

I love this book.  It is very exciting.  I was thinking 'is he going to get 

home?  Is he going to be alright?'  I would recommend this book to 

friends who like space adventure. 

 

Sophie Sharp 

Harvey Drew loves everything about space.  He has an alien app on 

his computer because he thinks there is life in outer space and he 

wants to get one of their messages. 

Harvey Drew loves everything about space.  He has an alien app on his 

computer because he thinks there is life in outer space that sends messages all 

around the universe.  Harvey wants to get one of these messages.  So every day 

he checks the alien app to see if there is one.  One day Harvey does get a 

message from outer space and then he ends up being zoomed across the 

universe to a spaceship.  It is a rubbish spaceship and it is revolting. 

They should do 1000 spring cleans one after the other. 

My favourite parts were when Harvey gets to his computer by front flipping 

onto his bed and then bouncing sideways into his computer chair and turning 

his computer on in one move.  Also when he asks for his favourite meal on the 

spaceship but it is nothing like what he orders.  It is hilarious!  

I love this book.  It is very exciting.  I was thinking 'is he going to get 

home?  Is he going to be alright?'  I would recommend this book to friends who 

like space adventure.  

 

 

 


