
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Henry Hunter and the Beast of Snagov 
By John Matthews 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Rodrigo Davies, age 7 

This book was very good. The writer 

has put things in the book that made me 

want to keep on reading. The book was 

so interesting that I was supposed to be 

going to school and instead I was still 

reading: I couldn’t put it down!  

I think children my age will absolutely 

love this book because it makes you 

keep on asking what’s going to happen 

next and surprises you with what 

actually happens!  

I like the fact that Henry is so 

adventurous and his friend Dolf is 

frightened but still goes along with 

Henry and participates in his 

adventures. I also like how Bella Dracul 

always says “silly boys” to them 

because they are not vampires. I 

particularly loved when they met the 

Beast of Snagov: it was amazing! 

It was a tiny bit scary but scary good (like exciting) and it is full of 

humour.  I just love this book! 

 

Robert Heathcote, age 11 

I enjoyed reading this book, I couldn't put it down because it made 

me laugh.  At the beginning of the book it tells you about Henry’s 

past adventures and then leads you into his latest expedition.  



 

 

Henry is like a young Sherlock and Dolf is his Watson.  Dolf's first encounter 

with Henry is when he sees him hanging from the principal’s office window and 

his offer of help brings their friendship together.  The situations that they both 

get themselves into are really funny, you will enjoy reading this book and I will 

recommend it to all my friends.  I am looking forward to Henry’s next 

adventure. 

 

Thom Greenan, age 8 

If you like Skulduggery Pleasant then you will probably like this as 

they are both full of adventure.  

Henry Hunter seems like a normal kid at first but actually the author describes 

him as coming from a super-rich family. Readers will need to know a bit about 

Dracula to understand this book properly. ‘Henry Hunter’ is one of the best 

books I have ever read as it has adventure, it is funny and it is action packed. I 

am looking forward to being able to read the next book – ‘Henry Hunter and the 

Cursed Pirates’ – as it sounds like it’s going to be a great book. My favourite 

character is Mr. Antonescu as he is the most mysterious character in the whole 

book and you are never sure which side he is on! 

I would give this 9.5 out of 10. 

 

Peter Baller, age 8 - Evercreech C of E Primary School. 

What I liked about the book: 

I felt the goodies were my friends and the baddies were my enemies by the end 

of the book. 

Felt like I was actually there. 

Awesome pictures. 

Exciting story line especially the end. I can’t wait to find out what 

happens in the sequel. 

What I didn’t like about the book: 

Nothing 

Who I would recommend it to: 

My best friend and anyone that likes adventures. 

 



 

 

 

Danny Belton, age 9 

I liked the bit when Henry turned into a vampire and the comedy in the book.   

I disliked it because the story was quite fast paced and I think the books needs 

better description. 

I think that other 9 year old like me will like it and I thought it was 

amazing. 

I hope there are other Henry hunter books to read. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

Henry Hunter is one of the most unique characters I have ever come across.  

He's massively clever, extraordinarily rich, talks like a posh gentleman and 

looks like the 12 year old boy that he is.  When he meets Dolf for the first time he 

is hanging by his fingertips from the windowsill of the headmasters study.  And 

so their friendship begins.  Henry is a Hunter by name and a hunter by nature.  

He can't resist the thrill of charting a Learjet to track down legendary creatures 

and items which no one believes exist like the 1 meter long bug which is only 

found in the jungles of Africa.  Dolf becomes his sidekick, a bit like a Watson to 

his Sherlock Holmes, and the pair set off to find Dracula.  Their adventure leads 

them from Whitby to Romania and includes being chased by black-clad 

assassins, helped by mysterious teenage vampires and finally facing the hideous 

Beast of Snagov.  Will the friends be smart enough to defeat the beast and make 

it out alive? 

I think that other 9 year old like me will like it and I thought it was 

amazing. Henry is so quirky and Dolf so ordinary that they work together 

perfectly.  Fast paced, exciting and funny, the story bounds along 

pulling you with it.  I didn't want it to end and I can't wait for their 

next adventure. 

 

Emily Horncastle, age 11 

This book is a book of amazing adventure and mystical characters. 

With a surprising change of fate and a villain that nobody will 

suspect - will it work out for Henry Hunter and willing 'sidekick' 

Dolf?  

Dolf is an ordinary schoolboy until he meets Henry Hunter, schoolboy detective. 



 

 

Henry Hunter wants adventure and with Dolf, they get more adventure than 

expected! Will they find the Beast of Snagov- and will they live to tell the tale? 

I recommend this to anyone longing for adventure, mystery and in all a really 

good book! 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

A great story about a couple of boys who go on a very different 

adventure. If you like Beasts, Bats, Dracula and mysteries, then you 

will love this!  

Have you ever wondered if Dracula really did exist? Do you think mythical 

creatures are actually real? These are a couple of questions that you might find 

yourself asking after reading this book! This was a great adventure story which 

I think boys around 7-10 especially will love. The two main characters are really 

great characters that I feel as if I got to know really well by the end of the book. 

There is a shock at the end and I am sure there will be another book (which I 

can't wait for). 

 

Oliver Page-Berelian, age 7 

‘Henry Hunter and the Beast of Snagov’ is a very enjoyable book. It is full of 

mystery and action and it is funny too. 

The main characters are excellent. Henry Hunter is a charismatic lead 

character; he is a brilliant detective and adventurer, a bit like Sherlock Holmes 

and Indiana Jones in one. Dolf as his sidekick is a great narrator; his 

descriptions of the action are very involving and funny as well. Bella is a very 

cool vampire; she was awesome and speedy in the action scenes, but she was 

kind and intelligent too, as well as being just a little bit scary. 

The story's plot starts a little bit slowly as the scene is set, but picks up as the 

mystery unfolds in Romania as Henry Hunter and Dolf hunt the Beast, and the 

climax in the Beast's lair is super action-packed. I especially liked Henry 

turning into a super-powered vampire to defeat the Order of the Dragon. There 

is an unexpected twist in the tale when the identity of the villain is revealed.  

I hope all of Henry Hunter's adventures are as entertaining as this 

one. I am looking forward to the next one. 

 

 



 

 

Patrick John Griffith, aged 9 

This awesome adventure story has a punch of humour and a kick of 

spookiness!  

Henry is a normal human boy that could easily be you or I. However he speaks 

many different languages, has an amazing historical knowledge, is courageous 

and has an endless pit of money! Who wouldn’t want to share an adventure 

with him…even if you are looking for the Snagov Beast? 

But will they find the beast? Who is Bella and what special powers does she 

have? And why does Dolf write this story as a chronological account?  

Some of my favourite parts of this book have been learning about vampires and 

using the fantastic descriptions in the book to let my imagination go wild and 

predict what the Snagov Beast may look like. I also liked the incredible, inky 

illustrations and travelling on this adventure to another country and mythical 

places with Henry, Dolf and Bella. 

I liken this book to a detective story like ‘Sherlock Holmes’ as it is about an 

intelligent boy, Henry and his likeable sick kick, Dolf. It also reminded me of the 

‘Scream Street’ series by Tommy Dunbavand as it is also a comical horror story. 

This book would suit boys or girls looking for an adventure, a giggle and 

knowledge of vampires! 

 

Mikey Walsh, age 7 

I enjoyed reading the book because it was about vampires and I like 

vampire stories!! 

The two main characters in the book make a good team, Henry Hunter is the 

brave one were as Dolf is quite a bit of a wimp but quite funny also. 

The boys meet up with Bella in their adventure, Bella is 500 years of age and 

she rides around on a motorbike but only can come out at night, she’s a 

vampire!!! 

Henry becomes a vampire for a short while after he is bitten by the beast of 

snagov which is the first vampire ever; although he changes back which Dolf is 

happy about. 

Not sure if the barb from the beast tail Henry kept has anything to do with him 

going missing. 

Good reading for aged 7+ 



 

 

Macy Flanagan, age 7 

This book was very exciting I wish I could go on all these travels. 

Henry Hunter is a very clever boy.  

After reading ‘Henry Hunter’ I feel like I would like to go on lots of exciting 

travels. ‘Henry Hunter’ is all about a boy who I feel wants to take after his mum 

and dad in travelling to find amazing things which other people have looked for, 

Henry Hunter was sent to a boarding school where his mum and dad did come 

in school holidays but as time passed this stopped. Henry had a best friend at 

school called Dolf he became more like his brother they went everywhere 

together, this book is based on a few exciting travels they stumbled on. The 

adventure they went on was too see if count Dracula was real or a story on their 

way to find this out they came across a Beast called Snagov which lots of people 

called God. Dolf and Henry got caught up in all this and Henry was taken. The 

person who came to his rescue was count Dracula’s daughter called Bella.  It is 

up to you if you think this is true or a story. Henry does manage to escape from 

the beast and Bella does help them to get back to school but Henry as you know 

gets restless and will not stay in one place for too long. After returning to school 

Henry is nowhere to be found. His parents come looking for him but they cannot 

find him. The only thing they find is a scrap piece of paper with something 

scribbled on. I am still looking for him.   


