
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Here Be Monsters by Alan Snow 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sophie Bridges, age 11 

I think this book was really good 

and I enjoyed the adventure. It only 

took me one day to read because it was 

really interesting and exciting.  

My favourite character is the orphan 

Arthur. I think children of my age will 

really enjoy this book. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A fantastically funny and 

chaotically crazy adventure. 

Terrific!  

When Arthur’s underground home is 

sealed up by the evil Snatcher, he is saved 

by the skin of his teeth by one of Willbury 

Nibble QC’s friendly boxtrolls.  Things 

soon get dangerous as a huge conspiracy 

is uncovered with the help of Willbury, 

some piratical laundry rats, Arthur’s grandfather, Marjorie the inventor and 

three eager boxtrolls.  It doesn’t quite go as expected and Arthur is captured and 

held without any means of communicating with his grandfather or Willbury.  

However, as Arthur gets to know his neighbouring prisoner an escape plan 

starts to take form…… There are lots of shrinking boxtrolls and enlarging rats 

fed on molten cheese.  Giant suits of armour covered in cannons, malfunctioning 

magnets and mystery.  Who is the Great One, why does Herbert wear iron socks 

and what is his relationship to Arthur’s grandfather? 

This is a brilliant book with amazingly described characters.  I loved the strange 

town of Ratbridge with it’s running cheeses, trotting badgers, rabbit women 

and cabbageheads.  A fantastically funny and chaotically crazy 



 

 

adventure.  Terrific! 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 9 

This is a funny book about a boy called Arthur who lives 

underground with his grandfather. When he finds out that 

something strange is afoot he decides to try and find out what is 

happening.  

But when he finds out that the hole to his underground home has been blocked 

up he finds Mr Willbury and befriends him. 

Mr Willbury has friends who are boxtrolls who live underground but when they 

discover all the holes have been sealed up they uncover an illegal activity (which 

is cheese hunting) going on. Arthur and Mr Willbury team up to try and stop 

something even more serious! 

I recommend this book for ages 8+ both boys & girls. 

 

Daisy Theobald, age 12   

This book was really good and I really enjoyed the adventure and 

suspense! Arthur was my favourite character by far. I liked how the 

book was different from other books that I have read. I can't wait to 

watch the film ‘The Boxtrolls’. I hope it is as good as the book. The book was 

about a boy called Arthur who lives underground with his grandfather but is 

stuck above ground for the moment. It is about him trying to get back to his 

grandfather with lots of of different obstacles in the way. 

 

Hannah Minton, age 8 

I really loved this book because it is funny and interesting at the 

same time.  

‘Here Be Monsters’ is an amazing book with a funny vocabulary, wonderful 

words and fantastic pictures.  This book shows how one boy can start by being a 

thief but just with bananas, rhubarb and oranges, turns out to be a person who 

saves Ratbridge (the town).  This boy is Arthur.  Follow Arthur as he travels 

through a world of boxtrolls, cabbage heads, humans and a rabbit woman and 

other strange but wonderful creatures.  I really like the book because it is funny 

and interesting at the same time.  My favourite bit was when the boxtrolls and 

the cabbage heads were locked in the cave.  I love the story and all the 



 

 

characters.  The author described all the people in the book really well so that I 

could imagine them.  The pictures in the book helped too.  You will LOVE this 

book. 

 

Tyler, age 9  

I really enjoyed this book. 

I liked Arthur, the main character, who has a human doll, an exact replica of 

himself with his grandpa’s voice. 

I like the way he always creates adventures and finds junk so amazing. 

I’d recommend this book to adventurous people. 

I loved it and finished it in four days. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 


