
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Honest Truth by Dan Gemeinhart 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Jack Saddler, age 9 

This book was brilliantly written and 

made me feel both sad and amazed. The 

story deals with difficult decisions and 

made me think about what I would do in 

the same situation.  I couldn't put it down.  

‘The Honest Truth’ is about a boy, Mark who is 

fed up with hospitals and his cancer treatment.  

He runs away from home to climb a mountain 

with only his dog for company.  The author 

uses excellent descriptions that make you able 

to picture the scenery along his journey. 

It was brilliantly written and made me feel sad 

at times but amazed at Mark's determination.  

I liked the fact that each chapter started with 

the number of miles to go for him to reach the 

top of the mountain. The story deals with 

difficult decisions and really made me think 

about what I would do in the same situation.  

My favourite character was Mark's dog, Beau 

because he always stays by the boy’s side and protects him from dangers. 

I found it hard to put the book down – I think both children and adults would 

enjoy this book. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A very sad, happy and exciting story. I will remember Mark and 

Beau for a long time.  

This is the story of a very brave 13 year old boy called Mark. He has a great best 

friend called Jessie, a cute dog called Beau and a nice mum and dad. He also 



 

 

has cancer. He knows that he can’t fight the cancer anymore and that he doesn’t 

have much time but he wants to do one last thing, he wants to climb Mount 

Rainier. This will be Mark’s last adventure. He decides to go alone with only 

Beau for company as he thinks that his parents will try to stop him if they find 

out what he’s planning. Jessie knows where he’s gone but will she be able to 

keep his secret? The 263 mile trip would be a dangerous journey for any 13 year 

old on their own but it’s even harder because Mark is so ill and there’s a bad 

storm coming. He meets nasty people who hurt him as well as good, kind people 

who help and he has Beau by his side. Will Mark make it and achieve his dream 

or is it too late? 

This was a really, really sad book but it was also happy and very exciting too. I 

held my breath when they jumped the crevasse and it felt like the biting wind 

and snow was lashing against me too. I’m glad I read it. It helped me to 

understand what it must feel like to be as ill as Mark and to think about what 

his life was like. He was so brave and he didn’t give up no matter how tough 

things got. The good things in his life helped him and made him strong, 

especially Beau’s devotion and loyalty. I will remember Mark and Beau for a 

long time. 

 

Lucie Harrison, age 12 

‘The Honest Truth’ is a story of friendship, perseverance and secrets.  

‘The Honest Truth’ is a heartwarming story of a boy, a dog and a mountain.  

Every step he takes brings Mark one step closer to reaching the top of the 

mountain. Only problem is, there's one major obstacle stopping Mark from 

taking that next step: its name is cancer. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 11 

Mark is an ordinary boy who loves taking photos, hiking and playing with his 

dog, Beau but he also has cancer. This story is all about Mark’s journey to Mt. 

Rainer. On his journey, lots of different things happen he even gets attacked. 

There are two points of view in this incredible book, Mark’s and Jess’s. Jess is 

Mark’s best friend, she finds the note he left for her and she becomes very 

worried about him. The note Mark left her asks her not to tell his parents where 

he is, she doesn’t know what to do. 

Mark is a very ambitious boy; he is very loving to Beau (his dog). He has 

always wanted to climb Mt. Rainer so he runs away. 



 

 

I found this book very moving and some parts made me want to cry, 

however this book was very good and I like the author’s style of 

writing. I hope there is a sequel.       

 

Henry Smith, age 9 

You will not be able to put this book down!  

I really enjoyed this book.  It is the first book I've read by Dan 

Gemeinhart and I definitely want to read another. 

In this book an ill child runs away from home and attempts to climb Mount 

Rainer with his dog Beau.   

I like the way that the story is told from two differing perspectives. I was really 

worried about the main character Mike and keen for him to succeed, so keen I 

could not put the book down until I finished it and I then read it again the 

following week! 

 

Bailie Westbrook, age 11 

I loved this book! It was really sad and emotional but it was great. I 

would recommend this to the sort of people who like books that make you cry 

but are like real life.  

My favourite part was when Mark called Jessie because they were so relieved to 

hear each others voices it was so emotional. 

The book didn't have a lot of pages but it made it up by having no pictures, I 

prefer it because it makes you think and imagine. I liked the way it was set out 

as well because it had the diary part then it went into the part back home with 

his family and how they were feeling. Then it went back to Mark and at the 

bottom of the chapter page it had how many miles it had to the top of the 

mountain.  

I started shouting at the book though because I was mad at Mark for leaving 

but it turned out really good in the end. 

 

Emma Stephenson, age 11 

This book is great. It tells the story of a boy Mark who has cancer. Some parts 

are quite sad but they are made up for by happy parts and it does have a happy 

ending. I highly recommend it.  



 

 

This book is great. Once I started I had to keep reading. It tells the 

story of a boy Mark who has cancer.  Some parts are quite sad but they are 

made up for with happy parts. It does have a happy ending although leaves you 

on a cliff hanger.  

Mark's best companion is his dog Beau.  Beau adds a lot of character 

to the story. 

One of my favourite parts in the story is when Mark's friend Jessie finds his 

Haiku that he left in a secret spot. 

Although ‘The Honest Truth’ has a similar theme to ‘The Fault In Our Stars’ it is 

a different and very original story. A great read and I highly recommend it. 

 

Amie, age 11 

I really enjoyed this book.  It was thought provoking, exciting, sad and 

humbling all in one.  In fact it made me think about lots of things I 

wouldn’t normally think about and I had so many feelings about the main 

character Mark depending on which bit of the story I was reading.  I couldn’t 

however put the book down and I would really recommend it. 

I thought Mark was cunning, clever, independent, brave, silly and stupid!  I 

found him inspiring but also found it hard to understand his decisions at times. 

This is a great book, one I was eager to finish and one which I won’t forget for a 

while. 

 

Evie Hollingshead, age 10 

Wow! Such a fantastic descriptive book. I really felt as though I was 

on Mark's journey with him.  

I loved reading this book, it's full of feelings, descriptions and loyal friendships. 

Mark has just been told his cancer is back and he runs away with his faithful 

dog Beau, a few supplies, a camera, notebook and pen.  

How will his journey end? You will need to read the book to find out! However, I 

can tell you I had tears in my eyes a few times whilst reading it. 

 

Patrick John Griffith, age 9 

This sad story follows a young boy with a terminal disease and his trusty dog 



 

 

who run away together. It shows determination and a beautiful friendship 

between the two. 

This thought provoking story follows a young boy, Mark, who has cancer and 

his dog, Beau. Mark is fed up with his cancer treatment so he runs away with 

Beau and together they go on a long adventure with the aim to climb Mount 

Ranier. There are many obstacles in Mark’s way, not only his illness but mean 

gangs, deep snowy crevices and lots more. 

The author shows Mark’s bravery and determination, in addition to his strong 

friendship and trust with Beau and Jessie (his best friend) who is the only 

person who knows about his plan. 

Will he succeed on his quest and reach the top of the mountain or will his 

parents or the police find him or his illness take him before? 

This gripping adventure story hooks you in and makes you want to 

keep reading to find out what happens to Mark and Beau. Even though 

it is a sad story, I thoroughly enjoyed it. My mum enjoyed it too even though she 

cried! 

This is not my usual type of book but I’m glad I chose it as it made me think 

about the decisions people have to make in this world. My mum and I enjoyed 

talking about it too. 

  

Tamsin Hindley 

This was brilliant - a great book for any fan of 'The Fault in our 

Stars'. I sobbed from start to finish.  

This is a beautiful book but heartbreaking. It's the story of Mark who has cancer 

and so decides to run away rather than facing any more treatment. It's 

beautifully narrated and a great story that really makes you think. Chapters 

alternate between following Mark and the family and friends left behind so you 

can see the story from both points of view. Some of the best are written by Jessie 

- his best friend - as she wrestles with her conscience on whether to tell what she 

knows or not! 

A beautiful story and very highly recommended! 

  

 


