
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Hoot Owl, Master of Disguise by Sean Taylor, 
illustrated by Jean Jullien 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Robert Anderson, age 4 

Hilariously funny picture book with 

bright, colourful illustrations.  

This picture book went down well with 

both of us. Combining lovely, bright 

illustrations with a good use of repetition 

and hyperbole will help this picture book 

appeal to lots of young children.   

After a few pages, Rob started to find it 

amusing, by the end he was in giggles. 

There were more laugh out loud moments 

on the second and third readings. When 

asked why he liked this book he said 'because it was about an owl who had lots 

of pizza' and had a 'deadly dangerous beak'. He thought Hoot was 'silly'. His 

favourite funny moment was Hoot as an 'ornamental bird bath'. 

 

Amatullah Khatun, age 4 

The bright colours and bold illustrations set against the inky black background 

make this book memorable.  

After reading the first few pages of ‘Hoot Owl’ I was a bit worried what this 

book was about and if it was suitable before bedtime.  So I took a quick peek at 

the ending and was satisfied that there was indeed no need to be worried.   

Hoot Owl is hungry and disguises himself in clever costumes to get closer to his 

supper.  My daughter liked the pictures and continued talking about Hoot Owl’s 

silly disguises after we finished the book.  

The bright colours and bold illustrations set against the inky black 

background make this book memorable.  The illustrations are funny 

and complement the story well.  The text is easy to follow and repetitive 



 

 

making it ideal for young children to grasp. 

 

Finley Wade, age 8  

The story was really funny as Hoot Owl was a master of disguise and tried to 

pretend to be something different all the time, so he could eat different things. I 

think children aged between 5-7 yrs would love to have the story read to them. 

The pictures were very, very, very cheeky and eye catching, there were lots of 

different things to look at, my favourite picture is the sheep as it looks like he is 

wearing glasses. I have enjoyed this book soooooooooooo much that I 

have read it lots and keep looking at the pictures. 

 

Eleanor, age 2 and Tanya 

‘Hoot Owl’ had both myself and my two year old laughing out loud. 

It's the story of a very hungry owl who disguises himself as various things in 

order to try and catch some food. We had great fun trying to guess what he was 

going to dress up as next. Eleanor particularly liked the carrot disguise and 

thought it was hilarious. Unfortunately for poor Hoot his disguise's don't really 

work, and although he likes to think of himself as scary, he's really not very 

scary at all. But fear not, he eventually does get fed. This story is a firm 

favourite in our house at the moment. 

 

William Davies, age 2 

‘Hoot Owl’ is not only a master of disguise but also fun from start to 

end!  

We always try to read more advanced books to our 2 year old as he bores easily 

with age appropriate books and usually found we were reading 4-5 books a 

night as they were really short.  Will has a few firm favourites usually involving 

dragons or a certain witch, cat and limited room on their transportation.  

However, I didn't even need to convince him to sit and listen to it.  He loved the 

illustrations and I particularly enjoyed the suspense.  Once we had finished the 

book he immediately asked to read it again which very nearly never happens... 

I expect this book will be added to the favourites. Very much 

enjoyed!! 


