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Emily Lonsdale, age 10 

Read it in a day! I loved this 

unusual tale :)  

This book is about a girl called Indie 

Grace who inherits a big house on 

Hummingbird Island in the West Indies. 

The story is about how she meets its 

residents and deals with her mysterious 

background. 

I liked it because she has lots of animals 

who she plays with.  I particularly liked 

the character Austin as he was always 

bringing different animals to the house.  

There is a little bit of a dark storyline at 

one point when she talks of her Mother 

going mad and her worries that the same 

will happen to her.  

I did like it a lot though and would like to read a sequel where she is much 

happier (it ends on a happy note but is quite sad a lot of the time) 

 

Maya Watson, age 9 

I really liked this book as I was able to feel close to the characters, as 

if I was there with them. 

Idie Grace is a very complicated character who likes everything her way, 

although I did end up liking her as the book went on. Austin was my favourite 

character because he was always bringing animals but I actually didn’t like him 

as much towards the end as he seemed too serious.  



 

The book is a treat for history lovers, animal lovers and even those who like a 

little bit of romance! It is fast-paced and I really enjoyed the mystery of her 

family background. You really have to concentrate to remember the whole book 

to understand it all fully as it is all linked together, but it is definitely worth the 

effort. Overall, I would say it is a very good book and I would definitely 

recommend it to my friends. 

 

Jenna Welch, age 11 

I loved this book and the tale was absolutely superb I think Sam Angus is an 

absolutely genius writer and I loved the character Idie Grace and 

she is very wild and has a love for animals she reminds me slightly 

of myself. I love the detail and description Angus puts into the creatures and 

the book was written so well it felt like I was there living the story and seeing it 

all through Idie’s eyes and living her extraordinary life. I would recommend this 

book to everyone and anyone who likes a good yarn. 

 

Tariq Mustfa, age 10 

‘The House on Hummingbird Island ‘is about a girl called Idie Grace who at 12 

years old inherits Bathsheba House in the West Indies. It is set in the First 

World War at around 1915. 

I really enjoyed this book. I found it very exciting. I felt extremely 

involved with the characters and I found it very difficult to put the 

book down because I was worried about what would happen to 

them. The book ends on a cliff hanger and I would be interested to read a 

sequel to find out what happens next. I would definitely recommend this book to 

readers age 9 and above - boys and girls. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A story set on a tropical island that is happy, sad and full of exotic 

animals. I would love to live in a house like Bathsheba!  

In 1912 Idie Grace has a perfect life, living with Grancat in stately Pomeroy and 

playing with her cousin Myles. However Idie is different to the other Grace’s, 

she never really fit’s in and when she is 12 her life changes completely. She 

inherits Bathsheba, a mansion with fields of sugarcane in the far-off West Indies 

and Idie is sent away, on her own, to become its new mistress. Hummingbird 



 

Island on the other side of the world is swelteringly hot and full of strange 

creatures. Alone apart from her servants and her new friend Austin, Idie fills 

her house with a family of exotic animals. Homer the talking parakeet, Millicent 

the mongoose and Gypsy the Spider Monkey who winds her tail around Idie’s 

waist are just the start of her collection. Her new servants take care of her and 

are nice, except Carlisle, but her Aunt Celia is strange and they all have secrets 

that they keep from Idie. Secrets about her mother and why she sent young Idie 

away to Pomeroy. When war breaks out everything changes. Myles, Austin and 

the men of the Island sign up to fight and no one knows when, or even if, they 

will ever return. Will Idie be brave enough to uncover the secrets of her past on 

her own? 

This isn’t the sort of book I would normally read but I really enjoyed Idie’s story. 

I was a bit confused by the names of all of the servants at first as there were lots 

of them but the main people soon stood out. Idie was a very strong girl who had 

to grow up very quickly and her story was both happy and sad. Fans of Michael 

Morpurgo and Eva Ibbotson will love it. Idie’s animals were great and I 

especially liked the snooty Homer and cheeky little Gypsy. I would love to live in 

a house like that! 

 

Ruby Weyman, age 9 

This story follows Idie Grace, a twelve year old girl, on an adventure to solve a 

mystery about her relatives. From the pure evil, greed and selfishness of war to 

the happy, tropical island where Idie is sent to live. Secrets seem to be buried 

deep in the sand prepared for Idie (with her friends Mayella and Austin) to dig 

up and find out about. It was a compelling story with an unexpected 

ending; I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Brodie Greenslade, age 10 

A book more for fans of war stories than animal enthusiasts, I found 

‘The House on Hummingbird Island’ a little disappointing.  

‘The House on Hummingbird Island’ is a story about Idie Grace, a girl who is 

sent away from her home in London to the West Indies where a large house full 

of secrets and whispers awaits her. She begins to fill the house with exotic 

animals but war not only interrupts her collection, but affects the whole island 

more than they could have imagined. 

 



 

‘The House on Hummingbird Island’ was not as exciting as I thought it would be 

- I had expected there to be more focus on the creatures but it is mostly a book 

about World War One. The middle of the book was not very gripping - there 

was not as much nature in it as I had expected from the title of the book and the 

blurb.  All in all I was rather disappointed and I doubt I will read it again. Fans 

of war stories would be likely to find it more enjoyable than nature-lovers. 

 

Rosie, age 9 

I love the title of the book.  If you like animals read this book. The 

descriptions and Idie's love for the animals is lovely. I am 9 but would 

be better for someone 11ish.  

The title of this book made me want to read it.  It made me imagine lovely 

hummingbirds.  The book is set a long time ago and has lots of animals in it and 

if you like animals read this book. The writing is so good although I found the 

story a little bit hard to follow and I think it would be better if you were a little 

bit older, maybe 11 or 12.  Some of the words I did not understand and had to 

ask for help with. I am glad it ended happily. 

 

Faye Dawson, age 10 

Idie Grace with her free spirit, love of animals and disregard for 

adult authority is a grown up version of Pippi Longstocking - you'll 

love her!  

I loved the character of Idie Grace and was impressed by her strength, courage 

and resilience. In addition, I found that I quickly grew fond of the other quirky 

characters on both sides of the ocean. This book was really different to those I 

normally read and I really enjoyed the fact that it was set one hundred years 

ago and that it described a country and a culture about which I knew so little. 

Though the story centred around Idie’s own search for the truth about her 

parents and her background, it was clever, because I ended up learning a great 

deal about class, discrimination and life during the First World War along the 

way. The book was engaging and the descriptions were fabulous – I found 

phrases on almost every page that I’d like to steal for my own writing! I enjoyed 

the way the story was told through events, conversations and letters. Idie’s 

journey across the seas and through adolescence in a strange land, is a must for 

all young teens who enjoy a good mystery. I shall definitely keep my eye out for 

other books by the same author in the future. 



 

Rosie Watch 

A beautiful story that grows with Idie, from a book of childhood 

colour and the daily excitement of an evolving menagerie to a story 

that is increasingly full of mystery and intrigue. 

As the book progresses, so the characters are developed and the animals slip to 

the periphery of the story line. The mystery of Idie’s parentage and her fears for 

the future hold the reader till the end. I love the way her diaries and letters 

portray her worries and fears, but it is through the letters of Austin and Myles 

that the other side of the story, particularly World War One is really told. 

As the book becomes bleaker and the reality of the war and loss impinges on 

Hummingbird Island so the true story emerges. 

 

Miranda Beinart-Smith, age 10 

I loved this book; it was packed with adventure, suspense and 

excitement! You never know what’s going to happen next, which just 

makes you want to read more!  

‘The House on Hummingbird Island’ tells the story of twelve year-old Idie, who 

was sent from her home in Pomeroy, to Bathsheba where her mother grew up. 

As soon as she arrived, she was made mistress of the house, yet nobody seems to 

be telling her anything… Idie knows nothing about her mother and wants to 

find out everything about the mysterious island.  

I loved this book; it was packed with adventure, suspense and excitement! You 

never know what’s going to happen next, which just makes you want to read 

more. My favourite part was when she first arrived at Bathsheba, because I was 

waiting and waiting to find out who lived there and what was there! Another 

part that I really liked was when Idie taught Phibbah (a mute woman) and the 

kind servant Mayella to write. When Phibbah finally managed to communicate, 

all the secrets were uncovered.  

I found it funny when Idie insisted on letting her horse sleep inside the house 

and then all her other animals in the other rooms.  It was like a zoo in her house. 

The monkey, I found, was the funniest animal because it kept copying Idie and 

walking about, even into town, with her! As well as that, I thought the layout 

was really nice – how at the end of each chapter, all the events were summed up 

in Idie’s letters and diaries! I recommend this book for 9+ - it’s a very good book 

and if you haven’t bought it, you should buy it now! 

 



 

Erica Motoc, age 10  

A sad, dramatic book, which keeps you in suspense at all times.   

‘The House on Hummingbird Island’ is a very good book for people who like 

sad, dramatic books. The book includes suicide, murder and death by order- 

someone got killed by order and that order was by his own cousin. I would 

recommend the book to children definitely older than ten. A girl called Idie is 

trying to find out how her parents have died and she finds out in the end. With 

every page I turned the story has thrown me more and more in suspense.   

 

Ellen Cox, age 9  

An incredible book that made me laugh and cry. A slightly difficult 

read but good all the same. Idie was the main character and my favourite. 

She made me feel like she was stubborn but golden hearted in a way. 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 


