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Rose Roberts, age 12 

‘The Icarus Show’ by Sally 
Christie is one of the best books 
I have read this month. I 
absolutely loved it. It is a well-
written story with a plot line 
that makes you want to just 
keep on reading.  

A heart gripping story about 
bullying, loneliness, and an unlikely 
friendship. The story is about a child 
who is trying to fit in at secondary 
school. He will: Not React, Not Do 
Anything Unusual, and Trust No 
One. If he broke a single one of those 
rules he could easily go from being 
normal, to being a weirdo; a loner. 
And it is about how a child does 
react, how he does something 
amazing. Do YOU think the boy will 
fly? 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 12 

‘The Icarus Show’ is about a boy who is going to fly. Each week everyone in the 
class receives a mysterious note, telling them the details of how Icarus is going 
to fly. Nobody knows who is attempting this dangerous flight, except from Alex 
Meadows. ‘The Icarus Show’ is about Alex and Bogsy and how their friendship 
grows and is tested. It is also about Alex’s struggle to keep on the good side of 
the class bully.  



 

 

Alex is a boy whose motto is trust no-one. He is quiet and doesn’t react to 
anything, however he has a secret – he knows who Icarus is and he is 
determined to help him, even if that means chewing gum for hours on end.   

Bogsy does not enjoy his life, he is bullied and his father left home at a young 
age. He is very clever. 

I really enjoyed this book, and could not put it down! It is an exciting 
plot, full of mystery and confusion. I also like the author’s style of 
writing.  

 

Benjy Randall, Age 12 

Brilliant book with page turning suspense!  

This was a brilliant book to read. It gave clever hints along the way and then a 
big twist at the end. It was really enjoyable and well written. The book keeps 
you reading by making you wonder who is Icarus. It was a touching book full of 
surprises. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a boy named Alex. Alex used to live next door to Don and 
Maisie but Don died and Maisie went into a home, then he got a new neighbour 
called Bogsy. Alex and Bogsy go to school together, but Bogsy is getting bullied 
there and Alex does not help him.  

Their relationship changes one day when Alex receives a mysterious note and 
little by little it dawns on him who it is from. 

My heart went out to Bogsy, reading about him being bullied and the loneliness 
that causes was heartbreaking, how he isolated himself to protect himself and 
what can come from this type of situation was even more terrifying. I loved 
Alex's elderly friend Maisie, who is a smart and loyal ally who helps these two 
boys understand each other better while also helping save them too. Loved this 
book. 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/11/the-icarus-show-by-sally-christie-
review.html?m=1  

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 13 

‘The Icarus Show’ shows the development of a beautiful friendship. 
Is it unique? Yes. Is it obscure? Yes. But these factors all contribute 
to how utterly and totally I enjoyed reading the book.  



 

 

Unique. Obscure. Thoroughly enjoyable. These words all describe ‘The Icarus 
Show’. ‘The Icarus Show’ shows how the journey of a developing friendship, 
however obscure that journey may be. It shows that friendships aren't always 
built around schools and parties and sleepovers. 

 

Mia Coffman, age 12 

‘The Icarus Show’ was a brilliant book with a gripping plot. It was 
quite a slow start to the book which in my opinion I didn't really like 
but once I got into it, I couldn't put it down.  

My favourite part was when Bogsy and Alex were working together. I think 
that the teamwork that they showed was really good as they had never gotten 
along before.  

I also thought the book was very descriptive and was especially good when they 
were climbing through the tunnel going onto the bridge.  I couldn’t put the book 
down at that point.  If the writer considered writing another book, then I would 
really like to read it. 

 

Jamie Bamford, age 12 

A brilliant book which follows the emotions and lives of two teenage 
boys.  Brilliant story! I definitely recommend it to anyone who likes 
a good novel that keeps you reading well into the night.  

‘The Icarus Show’ by Sally Christie where every turn of the page brought a new 
twist or adventure.  Sally Christie has managed to capture emotions and 
explain them in a way I have never seen any author do before.  Reading this 
book was like diving into a different dimension which is entirely like our own 
yet at the same time completely different. While reading this book I didn’t feel 
like I was looking at paper I felt like I was looking at whatever the character 
was looking at. While reading this book I didn’t feel like I was hearing the 
normal hustle & bustle of everyday life, it felt like I was hearing whatever was 
happening in the book. I also felt the character’s feeling and emotions rather 
than my own, when the characters were scared I felt a shiver run down my 
spine and the hairs on the back of my neck go up or when the characters were 
excited or happy I felt Goosebumps popping up all over me. Sally Christie has 
managed to write an excellent book that kept me reading sentence by sentence, 
paragraph by paragraph, and chapter by chapter well into the night and makes 
me want to read it again and again. I congratulate her on writing such an 
amazing novel and I hope you like it as much as I do. 

www.jimjamarama.wordpress.com  

 



 

 

Jodi Coffman, age 13 

Alex is a young boy going through the typical things at school, like trying to be 
in the popular group.  But one day he receives a grey feather and a piece of 
white paper informing him that a boy is going to fly; put secretly in his bag.  He 
wonders if anyone else has got the hints too.  When he realises that everyone 
else did get the feather and paper, he wants to find out who is behind it all.  
Stealthily, he works out who is responsible.  Will he tell anyone?  His old friend 
Maisie is insistent that Alex should stop the person ‘flying’.  But why?  It’s just a 
bit of fun, is someone really going to fly?  I really enjoyed this book as it 
relates to everyone at school and deals with important issues that 
many people go through.  It an extremely unique book and 
something different to read.  

 

Ofelia Tavares, age 13 

I thought that the book was well written and understood some of the problems 
of children today. However I found the character Bogsy unbelievable at many 
times and thought his behaviour out of place with the rest of the book. Bogsy 
seemed mad at times and robotic at others. This made him a hard character to 
understand and interpret and occasionally he seemed almost inhuman. Bogsy 
was not a stock character, even by the end I did not feel I understood him. But I 
thought the element of bullying was well done and makes it easy for young 
readers to relate to. Alex was also a very relatable character, and although (in 
my opinion) fairly dim, it was easy to understand why he did the things he did, 
even if you did not always agree with them. I enjoyed the book although I found 
it slow moving and tedious at times. I never knew where the plot was going and 
felt it almost cut off at times. Despite this I found it a truly interesting read 
and it was a genre I have not read much of before. What I felt ruined it 
for me is that sometimes it became slightly unbelievable while at others it was 
mundane and normal. On the other hand it was very well written and 
definitely addressed a few key issues. 


