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Humaira Kauser, age 17 

I wouldn't normally pick this type of 
book up. But I'm glad I did because I 
absolutely loved it!  

I wouldn’t normally pick this type of book up. 
But I’m glad I did because I absolutely loved 
it! 

Normally when I read a book, my facial 
expression is fairly monotone. When I read 
something funny, my lips curl in to a little 
smile. But when I read ‘The Incredible 
Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ I legit, laughed 
out loud. And not just once. I was constantly 
giggling to myself and receiving weird looks 
off everyone. I’m telling you now: this book 
is flat out side-splittingly hilarious! 

I absolutely adored each character that 
Melissa Keil presented. Each and every one of 
the characters in the friendship group has a 
place in my heart. They’re all so funny and 
unique. Alba is Badass and doesn’t care what 
people really think of her. Grady is Charming. Eddie is hilarious. Tia is lovable. 
Caroline is fiercely independent. Pete is sweet. And Daniel - he’s the hottest thing 
you’ll imagine - and let me tell you something; don’t question his motives! 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a teenager called Alba. She lives behind the bakery and 
loves to draw comics and daydream about all the ones she wants to create. Her 



 

 

best friend since she was a kid is Grady, they have a sweet and funny friendship 
and their mums are pals too.  

When an apocalypse is supposed to happen, with their hometown of Eden 
Valley at its core, a former friend of theirs comes back into town along with 
huge numbers of people expecting the end of the world. A lot is changing, some 
good and bad and with all of this happening they begin to question their futures, 
what they want and who they want it to be with. It's a story about growing 
up and finding yourself and seeing those around you change. Very 
enjoyable! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/11/the-incredible-adventures-if-
cinnamon.html?m=1  

 

Melanie Chadwick 

Alba lives in Australia in a middle of nowhere town where nothing ever 
happens. Her and her friends are spending their last summer together before 
everyone leaves to get jobs or go to university. At least that’s the plan until some 
online channel predicts the world will end and the only survivors will be in her 
town. Flocks of hippies and survivalists descend on the town, and the friends 
have to survive not only the end of school, but the end of life as they know it. 
Alba is a great character who is a very talented comic artist; I now 
want to see her Cinnamon Girl creation published as a comic, now 
that would be great. Her best friend since she was two is Grady, who is 
obviously in love with her (obvious to everyone that is except Alba herself). 
Things get shaken up a bit more when the handsome soap actor Daniel comes to 
town.   

 

Megan West, age 14 

I think this book is light-hearted and enjoyable, with a warm, easy 
to follow plot. I like the characters and I think it is beautifully 
written.  

I really enjoyed reading this book and I loved the plot. I thought the book was 
really well written as it flowed and was very engaging. I thought that the 
narration of the book was well structured and friendly and I loved the way it 
was quite jokey at times – it made me feel like I was reading something 
personal to the main character, Alba. I think that the messages inside the book 
about changes are very important and I believe the book has a lot to say for 
teenage generations about body confidence or changes in their lives they are 
going through. It is also very humorous and I really liked how it included 
something so ridiculous, like the apocalypse, in order to bring the story to life. 
Overall it is a really good book and a good, light-hearted read. 



 

 

www.clutteredthinking.weebly.com  

 

Francesca Anderson, age 14 

‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ is a novel perfectly 
describing the troubles and insecurities facing teenagers today. It 
had an easily relatable storyline although I felt that it was slightly too old for 
me and didn't quite contain enough action. 

 

Rebekah Marsh, age 13 

Reading this book made me feel as I lived every moment making 
decisions as if I was Alba. I was so enveloped by the book that I didn't 
realise that it wasn't real. 

‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ is so well written it is hard to 
believe, never have I read a book so emotive yet descriptive. It is very rare that I 
cry at a book, I have to believe that I am that main character. It has that 
combination of emotion and humour that is pivotal to a young adult 
novella. 

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough, age 14 

This book was really good! It took me a while to get into the book, 
but when I did I couldn't put it down! I loved all of the characters, 
and the way Alba's brain works.  

This book was really good! It took me a while to get into the book, but when I 
did I couldn't put it down! I loved all of the characters, and the way Alba's brain 
works. I enjoyed this book so much, I would read in the car, in form, and in 
lunch, and if anyone spoke to me, I'd have to finish the page before I even looked 
up, which annoyed my mum beyond belief! I seriously couldn't put this book 
down. I'm watching this author! 

 

Ella Hollingshead, age 14 

An exciting novel which captures your imagination. Readers are 
sure to enjoy.  

‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ by Melissa Keil is a fascinating 
novel that revolves around a girl named Alba. She loves comic books and lives 
behind a bakery where her mother works. When her friend shows her a clip 
about the world ending her life changes. The clip goes viral, telling everyone 



 

 

that the only place that's safe if Eden Valley, and soon hundreds of people come 
to the town, hoping to survive.  

Meanwhile, Alba tries to focus on her new comic, Cinnamon Girl and figure out 
what to do with her own life. 

This is a fantastic book about change and how to overcome it. I would 
recommend this to secondary school pupils but most people who decide to read 
it will certainly love it! 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 13 

‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ is a book that shows 
the ridiculous extremes some people will go to in the event of the end 
of the world.  

The incredible adventures of Cinnamon Girl is the story of Alba. It shows the 
highlight of her and her friends lives as 'the end of the world' draws near. 

My favourite part of this book was at the end when Alba describes what her 
friends do in their new 'apocalypse free' world.  

I would recommend this book to teenage and young adult readers as the content 
is not really for younger readers. All together it was a good book. 

 

Dahabo Wacays, age 17 

This was a light, funny read and perfect for all lovers of books! The 
narrator and protagonist, Alba, is so lovable and oozes confidence 
that you'd long to be her or with her.  

Alba is your average teenager who has finished school and is now living her last 
summer with all her friends before they head off in different directions, either to 
uni, interning or travelling. Alba, however, is still lost and doesn't know what 
direction she wants to take. She loves drawing, but is scared of change.  
Unfortunately, despite her efforts, pretty soon her little hometown is declared a 
safe haven before the end of the world. She shrugs this off but it isn't long before 
people start flooding in and setting up camp.  Just when she thinks it couldn’t 
get any worse, her childhood friend is back. First thing is first, Alba has a best 
friend called Grady who she can't live a single day without.  Then, Dan arrives.  
This causes a stir, yes, however like Alba suggests, this is no love triangle. She is 
an honest and relatable narrator and throughout the book you learn a lot about 
all her friends as well as her different relationships with Grady, her mum, her 
other friends and with Dan.  Alba is a blunt and truthful person who oozes so 
much confidence you secretly wish you could have some. She is self-assured and 
her self-esteem is healthy for a teenager. At the same time, she's nervous about 



 

 

change and scared of the inevitable. Alba is sweet, artistic, genuine and 
compassionate which automatically makes her a likeable protagonist. The plot 
of this book followers the aftermath of all these people moving into the small 
town and it shows us how different people deal with it. Some profit from the 
customers and some ache for the peace and quiet, like Alba. All in all, it was 
beautifully executed and with an array of characters, you were bound to see a 
little of yourself in one of them. 

www.deeslibrary.wordpress.com 

 

Millie, age 15 

‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ was totally amazing 
and captivating. I absolutely loved the ending and the last few 
chapters were really satisfying, everything you wanted to happen 
did. 

I found it a bit boring at the beginning but it really picked up towards the 
middle and end, I am really glad I stuck with it and carried on as the last 
chapters and the ending was amazing as everything turned out as you wanted 
it to. Overall I absolutely loved it and I am so glad I read it.  

 

Jenny Duffy  

Grady and Alba’s friendship was pitch perfect, and the book has both 
laugh-out-loud moments and genuinely moving scenes.  

Alba is happy with her familiar life in Eden Valley – working in her family’s 
bakery, creating comics and hanging out with her friends. But things can’t stay 
the same forever. With school drawing to a close her friends are making big 
decisions about the future, and Alba can’t understand their rush to leave their 
hometown. The future isn’t Alba’s only problem: her best friend Grady is being 
strangely distant and an old friend has unexpectedly returned. Oh, and 
apparently the world is ending, with their backwater hometown being the only 
place that will survive. 

I absolutely loved this book. Alba is a likeable and memorable protagonist. Her 
anxieties about the future are very real and relatable. Keil writes strongly about 
creativity, and I loved seeing Alba create her comic. We really see how 
important art is to Alba, and how it is an outlet for her worries. ‘Cinnamon Girl 
is neither a superhero, nor an ordinary girl. I think she’s going to kick arse, 
regardless of where her story goes.’ I also loved Alba’s body positivity; it is 
refreshing and along with and her creativity it makes her a positive role model 
for young readers. The other characters are also very memorable, the dynamic 
in the friend group is believable and the dialogue is brilliant. Grady and Alba’s 
friendship was pitch perfect, and the book has both laugh-out-loud moments 



 

 

and genuinely moving scenes. A quirky, fun and moving read about friendship 
and being yourself, with just a touch of romance. 

www.thebookstheartandme.wordpress.com 

 

Rachel Bridgeman  

A brilliant apocalyptic novel with comedy, great characters and 
comic strips, and attitude. What's not to love?  

I received this for my daughter, Jennifer, whose school has run out of reading 
books for her (she's read them all!) but I ended up reading it myself. Although 
she has an advanced reading age, she wasn't emotionally mature enough to 
follow the whole story and I read it aloud to her censoring some things of a 
sexual content as she is a little too young for that yet (plus mild swearing) For 
that reason I'd suggest it is best suited for older teens. It is a lively book with 
great characters, fully realised and recognisable. The comic book that the main 
character, Alba, is writing parallels the apocalyptic events of the story. It’s a 
coming of age story, when they are getting ready to leave their school for 
college/uni and leave the nest, suddenly it is being invaded as an internet 
psychic predicts their town is the only place that will be safe on the day the 
world ends. I'd definitely recommend it to any Y.A reading person, especially 
fans of Rainbow Rowell as it balances the issues of growing up with humour. 

 

Ellen Faulkner, age 14 

I loved ‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’. It was witty 
and beautifully written-and it would appeal to anybody, comic fan 
or not.  

Melissa Keil does a very good job of bringing Alba, the comic nerd and 
rockabilly chick to life. Alba is essentially every comic geek in existence, a point 
of which I can prove. Alba is relatable. And the story is so funny. When I 
realised why her world was turned upside down I laughed for over half an 
hour.  

It was the kind of book you don't put down easily, and I will admit to having 
read it through the night.  

Alba and her friends go through quite a bit when they hear that the world is 
ending, and Alba's reaction to it all was realistic. Her artist's block was handled 
very well, and I empathised with her internal struggles. 

As a comic fan, it was nice to see another girl like me, breaking away from the 
"comic nerd" stereotypes we see in the media. Alba actually knows her stuff, and 
isn't a "fake nerd." It's refreshing. 



 

 

And the comics don't define Alba. She does other stuff too. And it's nice to see her 
struggle with boys, without the boys becoming her obsession. 

The plot of ‘The Incredible Adventures of Cinnamon Girl’ is very well thought 
out. Alba grows up naturally, and the situations that she is placed in are very 
clever. 

I would recommend this book to anyone, comic fan or not, as Alba is a real girl 
who is witty, clever and extremely entertaining. 

 

 

  

  

 


