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Sarah Murray, age 16 

everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.com 

Opening any Stephanie Perkins novel is 

like opening a ray of sunshine. They are 

the perfect feel good read and I can't 

stop smiling the whole time I am reading 

them.  

‘Isla and the Happily Ever After’ is the perfect 

conclusion to the ‘Anna and the French Kiss’ 

series. If you haven't read the first two books in 

the series you can still read ‘Isla and the 

Happily Ever After’ however it may include 

some spoilers for the first two books. 

This book is very different from the other 

instalments of the series as the majority of the 

book is following the actual relationship 

between Isla and Josh rather than the build 

towards the relationship; because of this book 

is so much cuter but also so much more 

aggravating than the other two instalments. Though the story can be 

aggravating I love it because it shows the real trials and tests within a 

relationship. 

My favourite thing about this book was it wasn't purely about Isla and Josh's 

relationship it was about how their relationship helped them grow as people 

and helped them discover who they really are. 

I loved this book as it is yet again another fantastic novel by the queen of 

contemporary- Miss Stephanie Perkins! 

 

 



Raimy Greenland 

This is a beautiful, heart-wrenching story of true love from an 

author who already stole most of our hearts, Stephanie Perkins.  

It takes place mostly in Paris, with a few chosen chapters whisking us away to 

Barcelona and Manhattan, so the setting is just incredible, but its nothing 

compared to the story. I was grabbed at the first chapter and I loved every 

second as I got to know Isla and Josh and Kurt, and just how much they needed 

one another but also how much they messed things up for one another too. It 

was not the swept off my feet romance I expected because it had some serious 

hurdles but they were all worth it for the ending, oh man, that ending.  

I obviously can’t go into detail about what happens right at the end without 

spoilers, but it broke my heart into tiny little pieces, then stitched them back 

together just to do it all again. I was moved, almost to tears, by what happens 

and I’m not usually moved by romance, I’m the least romantic person there is I 

swear it!  

The thing that got me about this book was the characters and the way they 

worked alongside each other. Stephanie Perkins’ writing is brilliant and her 

chose of wording is brilliant because each character has their own way of 

speaking and its so clear through that. I liked Isla but to be honest she wasn’t 

my favourite character because she just talks about her crush on Josh for the 

most part - I would have liked to know more about her, about why she was 

reading that comic in her first year and other stuff. I loved Josh and the battle 

he has to go through with having a public and private persona and I loved the 

fact that he seemed so passionate about art. I could tell just from the writing 

that his art was beautiful and I’m not gunna lie, I am genuinely gutted there 

weren’t any strips from BSB included in the book, I think that book should come 

out!  

I can rave about this enough. I thought there were some bits that got on my 

nerves a little like how much Isla’s size was mentioned and how it seemed to 

make her sound a bit weak, even though she really wasn’t. But saying that I 

loved her approach towards sex and the that there weren’t any fade to black 

scenes. I adored the fact that [SPOILER] the characters from the other 

Stephanie Perkins’ books turned up and we got to witness something very 

special involving them, and I would definitely recommend this book to anyone!  

 

 



Thora Harrison, age 13 

I enjoyed it at first, but it's downhill from there. People who are fans 

of soppy romance will enjoy this story, but if you usually ignore love 

stories, I'd advise you steer clear.  

I don't usually read this kind of novel, and though the review from Rainbow 

Rowell made me think it wouldn't be too bad, I don't want to fall in love the way 

these characters do. Because when Isla is described as a hopeless romantic it's 

true- she's utterly hopeless.  

I am part of the exclusive club that disliked this book. After trawling through 

many glowing appraisals, I could only find a few people who shared my 

viewpoint. However, we are all united by a common cause - Isla and Josh are 

such bland characters.  

However, if you are a fan of this genre, you might enjoy this book. Lots of five 

star reviews mean that lots of people loved it! I'd just advise that if you usually 

steer clear of soppy romance, don't make any special effort with this. But don't 

just take my word for it, 'Isla' could be the best book you've ever read. 

 

 


