
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Jaguar Trials by Ruth Eastham 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Benjy Randall, age 11 

Highly enjoyable read, which I 

would recommend to anybody 

who enjoys a good mystery story.  

‘The Jaguar Trials’ by Ruth Eastham is 

a magnificent book. It is exciting, fast 

paced, and always wants to make you 

read more. It starts with a boat which 

gets hijacked, leaving Ben and Rafael 

to fend for themselves on a perilous 

journey through the Amazon 

Rainforest to find Ben’s Dad. They 

encounter all sorts of treachery and 

evil along the way, but also make some 

very helpful companions. Is everything 

as simple as it seems, or will there be 

major surprises? Full of cliff hangers, 

and horror, can Ben and Rafael do the 

impossible? Read this book to find 

out…. 

 

Nina Whittaker, age 12 

I think that that ‘The Jaguar Trials’ is a fantastic book and is 

beautifully written. I found myself gripped from the first page, my 

eyes didn't leave it for over two hours!  

I loved the characters in the book and ended up learning a lot about ways to die 

in Central America, thanks to the character Raphael. I enjoyed the parts where 

Ben became an animal and had fun guessing which animal he had become. I 

thought that, though the plot was like many other stories (enemies trying to stop 

you from completing a challenge) it had its own little twist. Overall, I thought 



 

 

that ‘The Jaguar Trials’ was an amazing book and should be highly 

recommended for anyone into extra ordinary adventures. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

Ben and his father’s expedition to find El Dorado, the Amazon’s lost City of Gold, 

is struck by disaster when their boat is sunk. Ben escapes in a canoe with his 

friend Rafael and a jaguar but his father is nowhere to be found. Ben must 

survive in the hostile jungle and try to find his dad. He meets Professor Erskine, 

another explorer searching for the City of Gold, and he is able to help Ben by 

talking to the local Witch Doctor. He prophesises that if Ben completes the 

mysterious Death Trials they will lead him to his father. Each trial is deadly and 

dangerous and, when completed, will reveal a clue to the next trial. Ben must 

succeed in all five trials in order to find El Dorado but they are tough and only 

the pure of heart will triumph. Can Ben survive the trials? Will he ever see his 

father again and who can he really trust? 

‘The Jaguar Trials’ is a brilliant read. I loved the jungle setting, the mystery and 

the adventure. Alex Rider crossed with Indiana Jones. Fantastic! 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

What a great adventure story. I couldn't put this book down as I 

needed to find out what happened to Ben and his Dad. Lots of 

adventure, magic, spirits and excitement to read in this book.  

Ben is a thirteen year old boy who is set for a dangerous adventure. Imagine 

Indiana Jones, throw in a bit of supernatural spirits, magic and a mystical 

black jaguar, if that's your kind of story, then this is the book for you. Along the 

way, Ben learns a valuable lesson about friendship and seeking treasure.   

 

Amisha McCrystal, age 13  

St. Colm’s High School  

This is an adrenalin packed adventure story set in South America.  It is filled 

with mysterious questions and lots of nail-biting events.   

Ben is the protagonist in this story.  His mother has sadly died and his father is 

the only family he has left.   When Ben’s Dad goes missing after a terrible boat 

wreck Ben needs all his strength in body and mind to complete the Jaguar 

Trials to get his Dad back. 



 

 

Ben makes new friends and with their help they set out on a mission to find his 

Dad. 

This was a brilliant adventure, I loved it. 

 

Emma Rawicz-Szczerbo, age 13 

This book was suspenseful and, in a word, just amazing. I was 

gripped within two seconds of starting it!  

‘The Jaguar Trials’ now has to be one of my favourite books. It perfectly 

captures the emotions of the characters, and is thoroughly gripping. I just 

couldn't stop reading! 

Each chapter was better than the last, and by the end of the book I felt like I 

knew every character inside out. The contrasting personalities of Rafael, Yara 

and Ben made for a book that could never be boring if it tried! 

 

Isaac Phelan, age 11 

Adventure and ancient wonder merge to form this brilliant book. 

This epic novel is sure to quench the thirst of the many adventure 

seekers that roam the bookshops in search of the perfect read.  

Ben, his dad and Rafael are in search of an ancient city in the heart of the 

Amazon rainforest: El Dorado. During the trip, he meets a jaguar which gives 

him a scratch as the chosen one. However, disaster strikes and Ben and Rafael 

are separated from Ben's father and become lost in the dense forests of the 

Amazon. In a rush to find his father, Ben and Rafael stumble onto bigger 

problems, rivals attempting to kill them, and the souls of many spirits resting on 

his shoulders...  

My favourite part of this book was when Ben realizes that he would be faced 

with many challenges, so while nerves start to kick in they start to embark on 

their amazing adventure. 

I really like how Ruth kept the suspense rolling as she switched between past 

and present at certain points. The way she did this was very exciting as I had to 

guess who the young person was, but as the story unfolds it all becomes clearer 

so you can find out who it was. 

I loved this book because it had lots of awesome things I didn't know which I 

enjoyed finding out more about. It also mentioned things about tribes in the 

rainforest which I also really liked. 



 

 

I would put this book towards young people at ages 10+. Also, if you love Piers 

Torday or JK.Rowling, you will treasure this brilliant read. 

 

Jack Saddler, age 10 

Three children embark on an exciting adventure - cleverly written 

and hard to put down.  I really liked the moral dilemma that Ben 

faces - does he make the right decision? 5 star read!  

Three children (Ben, Rafael and Yara) embark on an adventure to complete the 

Jaguar trials, a challenge through the jungle to restore the power of the golden 

king and bring back Ben’s Dad from the dead. 

I loved the story because it was cleverly written and very exciting making it 

difficult to put the book down.  The Shaman was my favourite character 

because he was mystical and I kept being surprised by his actions.  

The children worked together as a team and I liked the fact that the book had a 

moral dilemma – does Ben make the right decision? 

I think both boys and girls would enjoy this book.  I now want to read more 

books by Ruth Eastham. 

 

Alex Hall, age 9 

I liked this book, I couldn't put it down once I had started it. It was 

about nature, adventure and action.  

This book was about a boy called Ben, who is on an expedition down the 

Amazon River, with his friend Rafael and his dad. Ben gets scratched by a black 

Jaguar which had one amber coloured eye and one gold coloured eye. He went 

to a doctor called Shaman and he treated the wound. He also said that Ben was 

now to do the death trials to try and find his dad and El Dorado (which is an 

ancient city that has been lost for centuries). I liked this book, I couldn't put it 

down once I had started it. It was about nature, adventure and action, which 

appealed to me. 

 

Alice East, age 10 

When an expedition in the Amazon goes horribly wrong it is up to 

Ben to save his dad and friends.  To save them he must first pass the 

Jaguar Trials.  



 

 

 

Ben, His Dad and their friends Raphe were sailing down a river when their boat 

hit a metal wire.  Their boat explodes scattering them and their supplies 

everywhere.  Ben and Raphe find each other on the bank of the river but Ben's 

dad is nowhere to be seen.  Unsure if his dad is dead or alive Ben and Raphe set 

off on a mission to find his dad.  The mission is dangerous and life threatening. 

This was a really gripping book, jam packed with action and 

adventure.  It was scary at times and I wanted to keep on reading to find out 

what happens next. 

If you like danger and adventure this is the book for you.  I would like to read 

more adventures of Ben. 

 

Francesca Hughes, age 13 

‘The Jaguar Trials’ was a vivid book but was probably more appropriate for 9-

11 year-olds. I enjoyed it, but I felt like I had to force myself to keep reading. 

Although I would recommend it, it would probably be to my younger cousins 

who are 11 and not my friends. It’s a good summer read if you want to be 

transported to Africa and have an adventure. However, some of the 

trials were unexpected and creative. But, most of the plotline was predictable 

and obviously going to happen. I know this review is brutally honest but it’s just 

how I felt about it. It could be somebody else's new favourite novel. 

 

Adam Graham, age 12 

‘The Jaguar Trials’ by Ruth Eastham is an amazing book about three kids trying 

to free the unquiet spirits & Ben’s dad from the magical world of El Dorado. In 

this world of mystery they can’t trust anyone.  

The main characters are Ben – an explorer’s son who tries to find his Dad and 

the treasures of El Dorado, he is caring and an animal lover 

Rafael – Another explorer’s son who helps Ben along his path to El Dorado and 

is his friend, he is trustworthy, kind and clever 

Yara – Yara is a local and is the granddaughter of the Shaman, She becomes 

friends with Ben & Rafael when they are lost in the jungle. She is a caring 

person who looks out for them on their path to El Dorado. 

The Professor – The professor is a local chief and looks after the kids when they 

stumble in to the jungle, but can he be trusted? 



 

 

The storyline of this fantastic book is, Ben, Yara, and Rafael helping each other 

on the trail to El Dorado, they have to solve clues, complete trials and run from 

the un- trusted. Will they get to El Dorado before the sun sets, to free Ben’s dad 

and the spirits? Will the Un-Trusted beat them there and become the leader of El 

Dorado? Just read the book! I think one of the reasons why this book is 

so good because it combines two great things – Mystics and the 

unknown. 

 

Holly Wilkins, age 11 

Spellbinding, intriguing and mysterious. 

I loved this book.  I just wanted to keep on reading, not even wanting 

to stop for dinner! 

I liked the fact that it was in three different parts as it made it really fun to read 

because it followed the structure of a typical story with an obvious beginning, 

climax and end.  It also used some amazing vocabulary. 

Ben is on a quest to find his dad and to find El Dorado, with the help of Rafael 

and Yara, the shaman's grand-daughter.  Will he succeed?  Or, will Professor 

Erskine and Luis beat them to the gold of El Dorado? 

I would give this book 10 out of 10.  Everybody should read this book. 

 

 

  

  

  

 


