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Safiyah Davenport, age 15 

‘The Jewel’ is a riveting, emotional and 

wonderfully written novel about Violet the 

surrogate of the House of the Lake. 

Thought provoking and thrilling, full of 

suspense, twists and turns and tender 

emotional moments this book has it all for 

readers of all genres. A brilliant book all 

round whether you're simply reading the 

book as it is or reading between the lines. 

Hope you like cliffhanger endings as this 

book leaves you gasping for more! A 

masterpiece that I loved from start to 

finish ‘The Jewel’ is a must have for 

your book wish list. 

 

Inés Davies, age 13 

‘The Jewel’ is a book about girls who are 

forced to be surrogates to royalty, as 

royals cannot have children. Girls with special talents are trained from a young 

age and then sold at auction to royalty. This book is about a surrogate called 

Violet. Whilst she is living in the palace, she discovers that not everything is at it 

seems: surrogates are being experimented on and all surrogates die in 

childbirth. Violet will have to choose between leaving and staying for the man 

she loves. 

The Jewel is an exciting mixture of romance, drama and adventure. It will have 

you glued to the book, wanting to find out what’s going to happen next. I 

enjoyed reading this book so much that I read it in a day: I couldn’t 

put it down! I can’t wait for the rest of the trilogy to come out so that I can 

find out what happens to the characters! 



Delilah Acworth, age 15  

‘The Jewel’ by Amy Ewing was an incredibly heart wrenching tale full of 

repressed feelings and social hierarchy. It is always extremely 

infuriating to read of such character repression, especially under such violent 

terms, but it was written in such a skilled way that it was impossible to put the 

book down. I loved and hated every moment of it in equal measures, but I think 

that's generally a good thing.  

 

Imogen Fisher, age 14 

I really really enjoyed reading ‘The Jewel’, in fact I loved it so much I 

read it in one day! I think the plot was exciting through out the book, and it 

definitely kept me engaged. Also the whole idea was unique, and it was a very 

interesting concept. I am already looking forward to reading the next book, 

when it comes out, because there is so much more that I want to discover. I think 

anyone who will read this will find it an amazing book.  

 

Izzy Read, age 13 - http://fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com/ 

The Jewel; the middle of a city where everything is lavish and your status is life 

or death.  In this futuristic city, where social classes are clearly defined and the 

gaps in wealth are dramatic, Surrogates are brought from the poorest sections 

to have the royalty’s children. The girls, taken away from their families, never 

allowed to visit or even write, are taken to a sheltered location, where they are 

taught the fine arts of colour change, shape change and Growth. Sold at an 

auction at about sixteen, they sold off to the highest bidder. Their name taken 

away they are now their owner’s property, and are treated like dogs in some 

situations.  

This concept weirded me out, but I found it really fascinating, I knew there was 

going to be more behind it.  

Not only did I love the whole setting, I adored the characters! Violet our heroine 

told the story in a mature, realistic, manner, also with the terror and character 

of an ordinary teenager. Her ‘buyer’ the countess of the lake is complex and 

added a lot to the story. She was an alluring person, a lot of the politics in the 

Jewel was done by the women, reminded me of TV show like ‘The White Queen’, 

where the men were just a front. 

Overall it was a stunning Debut novel; perfect for all teenage girls 

that want a bit more than a romance, I dearly hope it will be a 



bestseller! 

 

Ciara McIlvenna, age 17 

An absorbing tale of friendship, love, power and what it means to be 

free, will keep you up into the small hours of the night eager to turn 

that last page.  

Ewig creates a rich, vibrant setting for the interesting characters and their 

stories to entwine and develop. The narrative is fast moving and interesting, 

although predictable at times as it follows the typical tropes set by previous 

authors in the YA genre. 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

This dystopian novel is amazing, I can't believe I have to wait until 

September 2015 to read the next one :(  

I absolutely loved this book, it was amazing. It was a dystopian novel that 

reminded me a bit of ‘The Hunger Games’ or ‘Divergent’. Not to give too much 

away but I really enjoyed seeing how the class system played such a big part in 

the book and how it affected everyone. There are so many sudden twists in this 

book which makes it so gripping! I will definitely be buying the 2nd and 3rd 

books in the series as soon as they come out. I can see this book becoming really 

big and feel privileged to have been able to read it before publication. The only 

bad thing is now I have to wait even longer to read the next one. 

 

Molly Hudson, age 13 

Wow! really good debut novel, Violet is a feisty girl who doesn't 

want to be a royal surrogate, but the choice isn't hers to make, 

suddenly she's thrust into the weird and sinister world of The Jewel.  

I really enjoyed this book. It follows the same "dystopian future" vein as lots of 

books out there but is slightly different as tackles issues that are sometimes 

horrifying, surrogacy for teens especially. Violet is a clever, beautiful girl who 

due to a genetic twist is perfect to act as a surrogate for the royalty who are 

unable to have children of their own. Thrust into the scary world of The Jewel 

she has to deal with frightening doctors and evil duchesses. This is an often 

macabre and scary book, with a love story threaded through it which makes it 

less serious. Was really rooting for Violet and can't wait for the sequel (there 



will be one won't there? please!!). Ended on an explosive cliffhanger that I didn't 

see coming. Read especially if you love the ‘Hunger Games’, ‘Divergent’ etc as is 

just as good! 9/10 

 

Kulsuma  Begum  

The intriguing synopsis meant that I couldn’t wait to start reading ‘The Jewel’. 

It follows sixteen year old Violet Lasting, who is to be sold as one of many 

surrogates to the upper class as they themselves are unable to have children. I 

immediately felt immersed in Violet’s story and I truly felt that the first person, 

present tense narration helped to capture her emotions well. I loved the world of 

‘The Jewel’, it was hugely captivating. I couldn’t stop turning the 

pages, wanting to know what would happen to Violet next.  

The story focuses on Violet becoming acquainted with ‘The Jewel’ (basically, the 

upper echelon of society), unravelling secrets about the true nature of surrogacy 

and growing as a person. It made me pause to note that Violet was quite 

resistant to becoming a surrogate from the beginning of the book. By this point, 

she had been preparing to become a surrogate for about four years so I thought 

it would make more sense if she had been filled with some propaganda or at 

least some confusion about what’s wrong and right. More to the point, this 

would have allowed for her character to develop as she uncovered truths that 

she hadn’t known previously. Also, it turns out that Violet doesn’t know many 

details about ‘The Jewe’l (such as who’s who) which I found highly improbable 

as she had years of classes educating her about the topic and countless gossip 

about it from her friends.  

‘The Jewel’ had fantastic descriptions which helped to develop the world which 

Violet inhabited. However, I would have to say this is something I noticed more 

in the middle and the end of the book. I felt that Violet’s descriptions of the 

circles of The Lone City could have been further developed as she passed 

through them on the train. This part did remind me a little of ‘The Hunger 

Games’, when Katniss and Peeta travel through Panem. When a flurry of 

characters were introduced at once, it did make me pause to figure out who was 

who; this could have been improved. 

The characters were good overall. I thought the characters, for the most part, 

were well written. I couldn’t work out some of the characters, which is not a bad 

thing. Specifically, I was suspicious of Lucien (a lady-in-waiting that Violet 

meets at the beginning of the book and who endeavours to help her) and Ash (a 

companion for Violet’s owner’s niece). I won’t tell you how it turns out.  



I am definitely one who loves the world building in books and I love to know 

backstory; so I enjoyed the history of how The Lone City developed over time. I 

think there is definitely more to this and I can’t wait to find out. Furthermore, it 

was difficult to categorise this book; it may be vaguely dystopian/post-

apocalyptic because there is mention of the ocean nearly devouring the city but 

more information is needed regarding this and what happened to the rest of the 

world (if there is a ‘rest of the world’). It may also be classed under fantasy 

because of the inclusion of magic. I would say ‘The Jewel’ is set in a time which 

resembles the Victorian period; motorcars, carriages, class structure, gowns... I 

would say it is mostly similar to the Victorian period except for the science.  

There was a good balance of action and reflection so ‘The Jewel’ held my 

attention throughout the book. The romance element was really good; I think it 

could have been even more poignant but it was still great. A question I still had 

by the end of the book was ‘Why can’t women from the Jewel bear and deliver 

children when other women from other areas can?’ Also, the ending of the book 

did include a twist I didn’t see coming as there weren’t many clues for readers 

(only one which I can think of off the top of my head). But more importantly, it 

felt more like the end of a chapter rather than the end of the book. I turned the 

page for the next chapter, but alas, there was no more to be found. It felt like not 

enough had been wrapped up in this book. I can’t wait to read the next book and 

see what happens next but as this first one isn’t out yet (September 2014) it will 

be a long wait for me.    

 

Rosie Cousins, age 14 

‘The Jewel’ is unlike any other book I’ve read with plot twists and 

drama arriving continuously to spike up the readers attention. This 

book had me scared but happy at the same time with all the characters perfectly 

placed in my mind. There is no doubt in my mind that I will read this again and 

I will recommend it to others. This entire book is a great read, a good 

recommendation for ages fourteen and above and I would happily re-read this 

incredible book. 

 

Katherine Sheldon, age 13 

A very interesting read that sucks you into her world, an interesting 

combination of victorian as well as modern tools. Defiantly a 14+, don't read it 

unless you are at least 14, trust me... 



 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

An epic fantasy novel, Violet was born to carry the child of the 

woman she despises, she is given everything you could have 

dreamed of apart from one thing..... Freedom. Welcome to ‘The 

Jewel.’  

This book was absolutely AMAZING!! I read it over and over again. It is a story 

of excitement as the surrogate Violet enters the Jewel for the first time. All 

surrogates are kept in gates; north gate, south gate, east gate and west gate. 

Violet and her best friend Raven have been kept in south gate ever since they 

where little. Once every year there is the auction day where all surrogates old 

enough go to be auctioned to all the Dames and Ladys and even the electress 

who is their equivalent of the Queen. There is a certain rule in the Jewel that 

states that no royal lady can become pregnant. Violet cannot bear the Jewel but 

this year is her year. Born to carry the child of a woman she despises... Welcome 

to the Jewel. 

 

Eleri Jones, age 13 

If you loved ‘The Hunger Games’ and ‘Divergent’, you'll love this! 

‘The Jewel’ is captivating and exciting from start to finish, can't wait 

for the next book!  

I really enjoyed reading ‘The Jewel’, I couldn't put it down and was always left 

wanting to read more. I loved the characters and the interesting story line. The 

book is unique and original and I can't wait for the rest in the series! I loved the 

character of Ash and was completely in love from the moment he was 

introduced to the story. The plot is exciting and easy to follow and the writer 

describes everything in such clear detail. I felt the emotion of Violet and wished I 

could jump inside the book to help her! I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book 

and would recomend it to anyone who loves reading! 

 

Nia Jones, age 16 

Hooked from the first sentence, this book left me wanting more!  

‘The Jewel’ by Amy Ewing is a brilliant read. Although another book with the 

ever so popular dystopian setting, the story is original and gripping. The 

strange idea of the society that Violet lives in left me wanting answers after the 



very first chapter. I thoroughly enjoyed following Violet in a life that even she 

knows very little about, her character felt so real, acting and thinking in ways a 

teenager would. Although, I did find the novel to be quite slow at times, 

dragging out a little. Despite this as I got to the end of the book, I found myself 

looking for more pages; I couldn’t believe and didn’t want it to be the end. 

Needless to say, I cannot wait for the next instalment of ‘The Jewel’ trilogy. 

 

Phobe Allan, age 14 

‘The Jewel’ is one of those incredible books that make you say to yourself: 'Just 

to the end of chapter one' but the next thing you know is that you've just finished 

chapter 16! I cannot stress how seriously I recommend this book! However, I 

would suggest it for older readers due to the concept of surrogacy and some of 

the other concepts this book dives into. Violet is a character that you truly feel 

for - you hate who she hates, you love who she loves, you feel her pain, anger, 

sorrow and joy - and you believe that you are her for her whole journey. This 

book is one that turns the pages for you, the words flowing in an 

effortless river of description and magic. Well done to Ewing for 

such a masterpiece! Thumbs all the way up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


