
 
 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Jonny Jakes Investigates: The Hamburgers of Doom 
By Malcolm Judge 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Alexander Bisland, age 9 

Jonny Jakes is a newspaper writer for 
The Woodford Word who spies on people 
to get exclusive stories. He has “3 spy 
cameras, 15 disguises and more wigs 
than is normally considered healthy for 
a boy of his age”.  His name is not really 
Jonny Jakes; that is just one of his 
identities as well as Fiona Friend, the 
editor of the paper. 

Nothing will stop him finding out some 
news and he’s got plenty of news to tell 
when Mr Hardy (the Head) leaves and 
then Mr Jones (an alien) takes over his 
job... IN THE MIDDLE OF TERM! MR 
JONES ALLOWS THE PUPILS TO EAT 
SWEETS AND HAMBURGERS IN 
CLASS and this is where the story 
begins.  

I really enjoyed this book and the 
pictures and comics in it.  

I recommend this book to 8+ readers who like picture, adventure 
and long books! I read it in a day! 

I give this book ***********/********** 11/10 stars 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 9 

Fantastically funny book in the style of a journal.  

 



 
 

This book is about Jonny Jakes who writes for a school newspaper under a 
different name. Jonny has an alien head teacher who has some strange ideas. 
One of them is to have 48 hours of school nonstop. To prepare the pupils for this 
he commences compulsory personal hygiene and cookery lessons and gets them 
all making burgers. The pupils love the burgers and eat too many and get very 
fat. Jonny thinks that the headmaster is trying to fatten them up as he wants to 
eat them and the rest of the story is about him trying to stop this from 
happening. 

I like this book because it made me laugh a lot. I love the diary style and all the 
other books I have read by the same author have all been very good 

 

Hannah Maxwell, age 14 

This is an amusing and well thought out book. This is a book that 
both the children and their parents will enjoy.  

One particular quote that I liked from the book is 'This school is a happy school, 
a caring school and if I ever find out who stole our framed “Happy Child” Gold 
Star certificate from outside the canteen then I’ll make them wish they’d never 
been born.’ 

 

Lucas, age 10 

A funny book about aliens and reporters for a newspaper that has 
been banned.  

A tale of an alien becoming the headmaster of a school and hypnotising the 
children of the school with sweets, to fatten them up ready for eating. 

It's a hilarious book to read I thoroughly enjoyed this book. 

 

Toby, age 8 

This book was exciting, scary and intense. I was excited to keep 
reading right to the last word. I wouldn't want to be at Jonny's 
school but I do like the idea of being an undercover reporter.  

This book was set out as a journal, by dates rather than in chapters which I 
liked. It was full of exciting and scary events and it was easy to remember the 
order in which they happened. I knew how Jonny was feeling and it was written 
in an easy to read style. I thought it was funny when he was trying to remain 



 
 

undercover by pretending to not be as clever as he really was. He was brilliant 
at hiding his hidden role at the Woodford Word for such a long time. That all 
changed when the new, mysterious headmaster, Mr Jones, arrived at school. 
Jonny takes an instant dislike to 'him'. It is a good thing that Jonny has his 
friends to back him up and a healthy new interest in drama! I really enjoyed 
this book. I would give it 11/10 and will be looking out for other 'Jonny Jakes 
investigates' books. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

Really funny book about a boy called Jonny (but that's not his real 
name). If you like ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ and ‘Tom Gates’, you will 
like this too.  

Jonny writes for his school newspaper and doesn't mind who he upsets. He will 
investigate anything and everything and if he feels that something isn't as it 
seems, he will keep on searching for the truth. I really liked the way this book 
was written and the illustrations were good too. This book contains plenty of 
humour, aliens and hamburgers! I recommend it for age 9 and over, especially 
reluctant boy readers as I think this would get them interested in books. 

 

Henry Smith, age 10 

I really enjoyed this book as its complete nonsense but really funny.  

At the beginning this story seems fairly ordinary but as you read more the story 
becomes increasingly unreal. 

The combination of jokes and simple yet funny ideas makes this a good, fun 
read which never became boring. 

The ending is very creative but despite this Jonny becomes the hero.  I 
recommend this book to all children who like action and entertainment! 

 

Matthew Kirk, age 9  

I really enjoyed this book, Jonny was a pretty cool character. This 
book had me laughing out loud and made me want to keep on 
reading. 9/10  

Jonny Jakes is the writer of the banned school newspaper, The Woodford Ward 
who got suspicious when a new headmaster came to town. This book is about a 



 
 

new alien headmaster who tries to eat all of the children and their parents and 
how Jonny manages to find out what the headmasters weakness is to keep the 
children and their parents alive. It was so funny that I wanted to keep reading it 
and I was gutted when the book ended. I would totally recommend this book to 
everyone and think you are missing out if you don't give it a try. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A brilliantly funny book which I polished off in a day, this is a great 
start to a new series. I can’t wait to get my hands on it.  

Jonny Jakes is public enemy number one as far as his teachers are concerned. 
When his new headmaster announces that he’s an alien, Jonny smells a rat. Mr. 
Jones is too good to be true, giving out sweets and hamburgers to the kids, so 
Jonny decides to investigate. He’s an investigative journalist who likes to get to 
the bottom of things. He’s the writer, editor and producer of The Woodford 
Word, the unofficial and banned school newspaper, in fact he’s the only person 
who works on it! The suspicious sweets seem to take over the minds of anyone 
who eats them and the hypnotic hamburgers turn everyone into blobs. Jonny 
and his friends set out to stop Mr. Jones and his hungry family from eating the 
hypnotised people. They watch the aliens closely and discover their weaknesses. 
But will that be enough to stop them? An exploding cake and a food flinger 
called the Spatulator ™ may be needed. 

A brilliantly funny book which I polished off in a day. Jonny Jakes is a fantastic 
character and the adventure seemed really real. I loved his headlines which 
were very funny and I can understand why The Woodford Word was banned. A 
great start to a new series which I can’t wait to get my hands on. 

 

William Longlands, age 11 

5/10 I found this book quite weird. There was way too much fantasy 
in it for me.  

Having aliens in a book is one thing, but exploding aliens is too much. The plot 
was good but the fact it was really peculiar ruined it for me. 

 

Isaac Phelan, age 11 

This brilliant book took me to another world. No author could have 
crammed more hilarious jokes into one book. If you like aliens, food 



 
 

or plans for world domination, this is the book for you.  

Nothing will prevent Jonny Jakes and Norris from uncovering the truth. An 
alien becoming head teacher? That didn't make sense! Journalist from the 
banned school newspaper 'The Woodford Word', he makes it his business to find 
out everything going on in the school. (Having 15 different identities proves the 
danger in this job.) 

Finally, Mr. Hardy the head teacher had had enough. (The Woodford Word 
writing down staffroom secrets didn't help matters)  He left Woodford School. 
However, he gave Mr. Jones the job. Mr. Jones isn't an ordinary person though. 
In fact, he's an alien!  

At first impression, he was a very nice alien, handing out sweets wherever he 
went but him and his food weren't all what they seem... 

My favourite part was when Norris and Jonny meet up with Justin Case in the 
girls toilets. Only to find… you’ll have to read it to find out! 

I loved the way Malcolm wrote this book as the suspense was only lifted when 
you finish the book! If you are a fan of suspense... you will be blown away! I 
also liked how he's written the book in diary form, which I think is a very good 
idea as he could describe things in more detail during the reign of Mr. Jones. It 
also displays his feelings very well in diary form. 

I would put this book towards children 7+ as it is very easy to read and very 
funny. If you love sci-fi or adventure your wait ends here. 

 

Alex Hall, age 9 

The title made me think that this was going to be an amusing story. 
It started off being funny but ended with a serious situation.  I 
enjoyed this book!  

The book was about an alien (Mr. Jones, the head teacher at the school) who 
was trying to get each pupil in the school and their parents to eat hamburgers 
and sweets. The hamburgers and sweets had a chemical in them to make people 
do what he says and also make them very fat. The main character Jonny Jakes 
is an undercover reporter at the school and he gets suspicious of Mr. Jones. The 
serious situation involves the characters being treated badly by Mr. Jones.  Can 
Jonny save the day? 

 

 



 
 

Melissa 

The book is well written and keeps you wanting to read on. Rating: 
9.5/10. 

This is an exciting adventure that features Jonny Jakes, investigative reporter 
for his school newspaper “The Woodford Word”.  Jonny becomes suspicious of 
his new headmaster when he starts putting hamburgers on the school lunch 
menu.  The book is well written and keeps you wanting to read on. My favourite 
bits were the mystery notes. 

 

 


