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Animas: Legacy Of The Claw by C. R. Grey 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

Twelve year old Bailey lives in a strange 

world where every human has an 

Animas bond with their own special 

animal, or kin.  The Animas bond 

awakens when you are about ten but 

Bailey hasn’t discovered his kin yet and 

this makes him an outsider who finds it 

hard to fit into this magical world.  When 

he is given a place at Fairmount 

Academy, Bailey hopes he will be able to 

get help from Professor Tremelo Loren, a 

teacher who is known for working with 

the rare humans who don’t have a kin in 

order to awaken their Animas bonds.  

But Baileys life at Fairmount doesn’t turn 

out as he expected.  He makes friends 

with Hal, Tori and Phi but he discovers 

that he may have an Absence, a true lack 

of kin.  There is something evil lurking at 

Fairmount and in the city the new ruler 

of Aldermere is encouraging humans to 

take control of their kin and turn them into slaves.  Will Bailey ever find his kin 

and can he and his friends prevent the Animas bond being destroyed forever? 

I found ‘Legacy of the Claw – Animas’ a bit hard to get into at first but once I 

got used to Bailey’s strange world I really enjoyed it.  It reminded me of ‘Harry 

Potter’ and Philip Pullman’s ‘His Dark Materials’ series with Lyra and her 

daemon.  I liked the idea of having a special animal kin, the close friends which 

Bailey made at Fairmount and the weird machines like the rigimotive.  An 

exciting magical adventure which fans of Harry Potter will love.  I 

can’t wait to read the next in the series! 



 

 

Ronan McCarthy, age 13 

I enjoyed ‘Legacy of Claw’. It is a very similar idea to ‘Harry Potter’ 

but is also very different. I very much liked the villain, the way she was 

trying to take the grey with politics, it is refreshing to have a bad guy who is evil 

and ruthless but intends to gain power without conquering everyone. Also like 

the game scavenge, it's very cleverly thought out and every aspect of it would be 

entertaining and make sense. However I did not feel much of a bond with the 

main character, I would have liked to understand him better. 

 

William Longlands, age 11 

4/5. I look forward to reading the next book in the series.  

4/5 Would be 5/5 but ending is a bit dud as you need to read the next book in the 

trilogy. It's not a stand alone book. The story takes place in a world very like 

ours but with some fantasy elements. This makes it easier to understand. There 

are quite a few cliffhangers so the story is quite tense.  I didn't find it scary but 

someone slightly younger might. They might also find it upsetting as there are a 

couple of dead people. Bailey is my favourite character. There are four other 

main characters who help him. Bailey is daring, stubborn and a reluctant hero. 

I look forward to reading the next book. 

 

Gabriel Phelan, age 10 

A great book. After every sentence you will want to read on. This is a 

book that you will never want to put down.  

This is a story about a young boy called Bailey and his quest to find his Animas 

(the animal that he bonds with.)This book takes you through an exciting 

adventure full of questions and mysteries. 

In this exciting novel Bailey is an adopted child so it is very hard for him to 

work out what his Animas is. The people he knew as his parents are called 

Emily and Herman Walker; they adopted him when he was a baby. 

Bailey lives in a place called the Lowlands but is sent to a school called 

Fairmount Academy which is on a high mountain and is a boarding school for 

boys and girls. In Fairmount Academy Bailey meets and soon makes friends 

with two girls called Tori and Phi but he also already knows a boy from his old 

school called Hal. Together they solve a lot of problems and face difficult 

situations. 



 

 

At the academy Bailey does a lot of daring deeds such as going into the 

forbidden dark woods at night and nearly getting expelled three times in doing 

so. 

I love this book, never wanted to put it down once. I think this book is great 

because it always makes you want to read more and it gives the reader a lot of 

questions and things to think about. The tension of the book really pulls you in 

and it is very exciting. 

If you like fantasy adventure books you will like this. 

I think this book is aimed on boys and girls from 9-12. 

I give this book 10 out of 10! 

 

Zachary Bayman, age 10 

A brilliant read, can`t wait for the next one in the series.  

In general, a great read, but a bit of explaining due on terms that wouldn't 

usually feature in other books.(e.g. Animas) A bit of information on characters 

background would be nice as well. 

 

Eleanor Cookdale, age 9 

‘Animas’ is a thrilling story about Bailey, a boy who is different to 

other children, and who is searching for his place in the world.  

I think this incredible book is scary and tense as well as being exciting and 

brilliantly written. 

The characters are interesting, intelligent and kind and I most want to be 

friends with Phi because she is very brave and daring. 

I think it is an absolutely awesome book, and I really want to read 

the next one. 

 

Cajsa Jonsson, age 9 

This book was intriguing once I got into it. I thought it was a really 

good book and I'd recommend the book to readers aged 10+.  

The book is surprising, and a lot of teamwork goes on. This book was intriguing 

once I got into it. I love the way it has two settings, Fairmount and the Gray 

City and at the end they come together. Also, I like that Bailey thinks he is 



 

 

normal and he turns out to be something special. 

Personally, I think it should be for 10+ but that's just my opinion. Some of the 

words I didn't understand but I thought it was a really good book. I recommend 

it. 

 

 

 


