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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A fantastic story whose pieces come 

together like a huge jigsaw puzzle. 

It’s brilliantly written and both 

happy and sad. I loved it!  

When Alfie discovers a young girl alone, on 

a deserted island, he has no idea how she 

got there or how she has managed to 

survive on her own. She is starving, with a 

twisted ankle, and she seems to be unable to 

talk. He takes her home in his fishing boat, 

to his family at Veronica Farmhouse and 

her arrival causes a commotion. She is 

unable to explain who she is or where she 

came from. Alfie’s mum takes care of her 

and calls her Lucy but some of the other 

islanders are hostile and cruel. They are 

wary of the strange young girl. They don’t 

know who she is or why she is silent and 

some even suggest she may be a ghost, a 

mermaid or possibly a German spy. But 

Alfie’s family, with the help of the local doctor, manage to gradually nurse Lucy 

back to health and reveal the cause of her silence. She befriends the islands 

cantankerous old horse and Alfie’s Uncle Billy with his strange ways. She draws 

pictures to help her communicate. Pictures of boats and of a man reading ‘The 

Ugly Duckling’ by a lake. Gradually, chapter by chapter, Lucy’s past is revealed 

and the reason for her arrival in the Scillies, and for her silence, are discovered. 

Pieces of the story come together like a huge jigsaw puzzle and finally all of the 

questions are answered and Lucy’s story is complete. 

This is a very well told story which is both happy and sad. I really wanted to 

find out what had happened to Lucy and the fact that the story is told from the 



 

 

points of view of Alfie, Lucy and Dr Crow really helped me to understand how 

each of the characters felt. I loved the way that everything came together and 

the additional facts at the end were really interesting. A brilliant book, I loved 

it! 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12 - jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

If you like WWI historical fiction stories , full of emotional ups and 

downs , then you will enjoy this one.  

Alfie and his Dad Jim, who whilst they are out fishing, hear crying from a 

nearby Island. They get out of their fishing boat and investigate. They discover 

a young girl, injured and traumatised on the Island, who is all alone. 

At first she doesn't speak. They nickname her Lucy lost because Lucy is the first 

word they hear her say. 

Throughout the book we discover who Lucy is and how she came to be lost on 

the Island. 

The story is set in The Scilly Isles in World War One and is quite sad in parts but 

in other parts uplifting. 

I enjoyed reading this book more than I thought I would because of the wartime 

setting, and will be reading other Michael Morpurgo books in the future. 

It didn't take me long to read as I was drawn into it from the first chapter and 

cared about the characters enough to want to continue. 

It wasn't predictable and there are a few surprises along the way. 

I liked the information chapters at the back of the book and the background to 

what inspired the story. 

Suitable for ages 9+ 

I rate it 5/5 

 

Jake Fletcher, age 14 - www.jakesbooks.wordpress.com 

Trenches. A single word that seems to represent World War One. 

‘Listen to the Moon’ tells the story of the other side of the war, the 

fight for homeland survival.  

For 4 years, 3 months and 15 days, World War One raged over planet Earth. 

Now, 100 years later, nations are coming together to commemorate those who 



 

 

fell during the war. ‘Listen to the Moon’ is a commemoration of the war, written 

by Michael Morpurgo, the author who brought you ‘War Horse’. Set in the Sicily 

Islands in 1915, a young girl is found half dead on a deserted island by a 

fisherman and his son. Questions are asked: Who is she? Where does she come 

from? Is she English? Could she even be a German? This shocking and scary 

fear seems to grip the Island.  

Meanwhile, there is the story of another young girl who is travelling on the ship, 

the Lusitania. Who is she? What is she doing there? Through these stories, we 

discover the truth about homeland Britain:  the fears, the facts, the fiction, the 

lies, and the betrayals. While the Government creates propaganda in their 

efforts to catch spies, friends turn on friends. Every family was for themselves. 

It was wrong. Terror made people do bad things. We all know how bad the 

trenches were during the war, but people may not understand what life in the 

UK was like during the First World War to the same degree.  

If you ever need sufficient proof that reading was educating and fun, here it is. 

It’s full of bittersweet events, which will make you laugh, cry and smile. 

Definitely one of Michael Morpurgo’s best books. 

 

Aimee Sweet, age 13 - http://thesweetreview.wordpress.com 

Listen to the Moon is set in World War One, in the Scilly Isles. The war is raging 

around the islands, and what was warmth towards the Germans has turned to 

pure hostility. Alfie and his family know they need to avoid any Germans at all 

costs, but when they find a girl on an uninhabited island nearby, they can’t 

resist taking her in. Cold, alone, frightened, the girl has no memory of how she 

had got there. No matter how hard they pressed, nothing could be done. The one 

word she spoke, the one word she spoke out of the millions she could have said, 

was, ‘Lucy.’ And so the story begins. 

I had great expectations for this book, what with Michael Morpurgo being a 

very successful bookseller. And, in the end, I was pleased. Very pleased. I like 

how the book is written from the view of Lucy, the girl, and also in third person. 

It was very fast-paced, and all events were quite unexpected which 

made it more mysterious. After reading this book, I thought more 

about the situations that happened and even looked up a few events. 

This book is very similar to other Michael Morpurgo books, as it is about World 

War One, but I think it had a more personal side to it as well. If you have read 

‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’, which is another of Morpurgo’ s books, you will like ‘Listen 

to the Moon’. I would say the age range is 12+, for boys and girls, and the 



 

 

publisher is Harper Collins. I give this book a four star. 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 9 

“A very good factual, emotional and exciting book” said The Alexander Times.  

“The best book I have ever read” said Alexander himself.  

The story is set in the middle of WWI. Merry, a 12 year old girl from America 

receives a letter from her father who is fighting in it. In the letter he said that he 

was injured so Merry and her Mum get on the deadly Lusitania to Britain. 

When they got near the Scilly Isles, the boat was shot by a German U-boat and 

sunk and this is where the story begins… 

In the meantime, on the Scilly Isles, Alfie and his dad are out fishing trying to 

catch mackerel for Friday’s tea but instead of fish, they bring home a little girl! 

Who is this girl? 

Where does she come from?  

Why doesn’t she speak?  

Is she a German spy?  

I am not going to tell you so you can read the book and find out then! BEWARE 

this book is like a roller-coaster – it has HIGHS and lows. It is an 

emotional book and I give it 11/10.  

I recommend this book to 10+ fans of Michael Morpurgo. 

 

  

 

  

 

 


