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Sarah Murray, age 15 

*Warning: Do not read this book in 

public as it may result in weird looks 

from strangers as you will be laughing 

hysterically* 

If the ‘Friends’ reference in the title didn't sell 

this book to you I don't know what will.  

This book was so incredibly funny that on 

multiple occasions I had to put the book down 

just to laugh. 

I loved how this book was filled with modern 

pop culture references that made it so 

relatable. The two points of view were brilliant 

I love Sam and Hannah so much; they are so 

down to earth and unbelievably funny. 

My favourite thing about this book was that it 

was so relatable. I could see myself and my 

friends in these situations, I worried about the 

same things and I loved that. I read this book 

in one sitting which I very rarely do. 

This book is a must read, it stands apart from anything else I've read and is 

probably the funniest book I've ever read. 

You can read Sarah’s blog at: www.everyoneneedsabooknook.co.uk 

 

Poppy, age 17 

The most funniest book I have ever read...  

Such clear and accurate voices of how teenagers really think about love and life. 



It really lives up to the tag line "a socially awkward love story" and goes beyond 

it. I read it in two days, it was funny, charming and true. A perfect summer 

read but definitely for older readers :) 

 

Kaya B – age 16 

‘Lobsters’ is the perfect summer read. Due to be published in June, I couldn’t 

wait to start reading it. Once I did start reading it, I had to finish it; thus I 

devoured it in one sitting. I haven’t read a book so full of laughs in a long time. 

There were so many laugh-out-loud moments; I was wiping my tears 

of laughter from my face.  

Of course, ‘Lobsters’ is serious when it needs to be. I loved how it flitted between 

the serious moments and the hilarious ones. I have to hand it to Tom Ellen and 

Lucy Ivison; they know how to create the most spectacularly awkward and epic 

embarrassing moments known to man; I felt for Hannah and Sam.  

Told in dual narration from Hannah and Sam’s point of view, the story flows 

seamlessly. Hannah and Sam are fantastic characters. They are so realistic and 

characters who are easy to relate to. For example, in the opening pages Hannah 

is looking at Youtube videos for how to do winged eyeliner and I was nodding 

my head. This is what teenagers I know do.  

Hannah and Sam are going through the same issues that every teenager in the 

land is going through- trying to find their own identity and entering adulthood 

(or what they think constitutes adulthood), changing relationships with friends 

and of course, ticking off ‘losing virginity’ on their checklist.  

I thought Hannah and Sam’s first meeting in the toilet was hilarious and Sam’s 

identifying nickname ‘Toilet Boy’ was just too funny. I really enjoyed seeing 

their journey to finding each other again and not only that, but seeing if they 

would end up together; if they would be each other’s lobsters. As Hannah 

explains, lobsters mate for life. 

‘Lobsters’ has a great plot and is full of a fantastic cast of characters. 

In the end I only had one or two things I wanted to have been explained a bit 

more. However, it didn’t affect my enjoyment of the story. ‘Lobsters’ is sure to be 

a favourite among readers. If you loved Trouble by Non Pratt, you will love 

Lobsters. It’s not about pregnancy, but it’s about finding yourself and ‘The One’. 

I cannot wait to read more from Tom Ellen and Lucy Ivison.   

 

 



Delilah Acworth, age 15  

‘Lobsters’ was extremely relatable and a real laugh at the worst of times. Like 

most teenagers, Sam and Hannah are extremely confused with relationships 

and everything in between... Most books would skirt around these obvious, 

indelicate topics but Tom Ellen and Lucy Ivison barge straight into them, 

headfirst with a couple of mugs of hot Ribena for comfort. It is written in a way 

that really grips the mind, but in an extremely relatable sense. It has been the 

first book in a long time that I have specifically  stayed up to read. A 

wonderfully funny book with a bit of heart for good measure.  

 

Rosie Cousins, age 14  

When I was asked to read ‘Lobsters’ I was interested in the tittle, but when I 

started reading, the title made so much sense! The plot cleverly devised in-

between two points of view, made me want to read more as you can 

read what the other half feels and the difference between boys and girls 

thoughts. This book has made me believe in fate, with all the mistakes 

leading to the one you know is the one for you and I think everyone 

should read this to understand that once you've found love, it won't give up. 

 

Ciara McIlvenna, age 17 

A light-hearted, comedic read, reminiscent of what it is like to be 

young, free and looking for love.  

With characters that play on your sympathies and make you laugh, this novel is 

fun, fresh fiction that I would recommend to anyone who wants to remember 

what it was like being a socially awkward teen looking for love. 

 

Jodi Coffman, age 12 

This is a great book with an exciting story line.  Every chapter has a 

plot change and I couldn't wait to read on.  I would recommend this 

book if you like love stories with a twist!  

This book tells the story of Sam and Hannah during their Summer holiday.  

They are waiting for exam results but are looking to find their "one", their true 

love; their "Lobster".  They meet at a party and Hannah's friend starts seeing 

Sam.  They each bring someone for a double date and Hannah is dragged along.  

When she sees Sam again she is shocked but their paths cross many times after 



this and they try to insist they don't like each other when they really do.  You 

will have to read it to find out whether they actually get together in the end! 

 

Jade Craddock, Adult 

Like its title ‘Lobsters’, this story is original, quirky and unique. Tom Ellen 

and Lucy Ivison write with natural wit and piercing frankness about the issues, 

realities and experiences of teens on the cusp of adulthood, reminding us all of 

those halcyon days as well as those awkward moments of youth. There are 

some absolutely classic lines and scenarios in this book, but as well as being 

great fun, it’s a sincere and endearing read. Everything young 

adults could want from a book.  

 

Raimy Greenland, Adult 

Oh my word. I haven't laughed so much in years and that was within 

the first few chapters! What a book! ‘Lobsters’ is the ultimate slap in the 

face for anyone who is 18 and thinks they have their life sorted out, because 

from the events of this book you'll soon realise you don't! 

The story is brilliant; two strangers, one summer before everything changes, 

and a whole load of boys and girls to choose from. Both Hannah and Sam want 

to lose their virginity and whilst Hannah thinks she's got it figured out that all 

messes up, as do her feelings towards her best friends. Sam isn't as fussed about 

the 'who' as long as it happens, or at least he doesn't think he's bothered until he 

falls for Hannah, who he is pretty sure has already been taken. Its fairly 

obvious right from the start that romance will blossom between the two of them 

but whats great is how it blossoms and exactly what goes on between then and 

the end of the summer. 

The writing really brought the characters to life for me and I could see them all 

clearly. I could understand how these very different yet alike girls got to become 

friends and just how Sam got lumbered with Robin but loved him for all his 

quirks. I loved how the characters would fit into my life at that age and how the 

fast approaching end of school days were making things pretty crazy. But the 

thing I loved most was my feelings towards the characters at certain points in 

the books. Sam was an idiot and a moran at times. Hannah was a whinging git 

at times. At others though they were brilliant, they were being the friend they 

needed to be, they were letting their hair down, and being their own people. I 

loved the scene in the Mad Hatters Tearoom Tent when it was just the two of 



them more than any point in the whole book because it was brilliant and they 

were being who they were, without a second thought as to who could see them. 

However, although they were brilliant I loved other characters more. A shout 

out has to go to Hannah's Nan for just being there, and not caring what came 

out of her mouth yet it always being the right thing, almost anyway. And Stella, 

although I hated her at times, I loved her too because she was always true to 

herself, even if she wasn't with the people around her. 

Then there was Robin... oh my Robin, I need you in my life, though I do wish 

you would embrace your inner Harry Potter geekiness... hopefully in a few 

years you'll be proud of being a potterhead... I can imagine its a hard thing to 

admit to at 17 when you're trying to be cool! 

The book worked so well because of its split perspective characters, you got both 

sides of the story and that worked so well because of the writers. You can tell 

that Tom Ellen and Lucy Ivison not only put themselves into this story but 

worked on it together and are very comfortable together. Their relationship 

with each other as friends comes out in their writing and I think it makes to 

book flow even better for it. 

I absolutely loved ‘Lobsters’ because I can remember from my own teen years 

just how much difference one summer can make to your life and this book really 

brings that to life. It felt real, it felt like a true life story written down on paper 

and it was brilliantly funny in a way that I could seriously relate. I honestly 

think you'd be mad if you didn't read this book, even if you are yet to reach the 

grand old age of 18, and especially if (like me) you're already old and love to 

reminisce on the good old days of your youth! 

 

 


